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This edition of the Bulletin contains important material about the 2020 Annual

General Meeting of the BSNZ. Please take note of all the details.
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In this Bulletin we begin the process of you as members having
your say in the running of your Society. It is time for submission of
the Remits and the nominations for Council.  Please give some
serious thought to the role you might be able to play in the future
of  the  hobby  in  New  Zealand.  There  is  also  detail  about  the
upcoming Judges' Seminars for the interest and education of all
members.

The Council Chatter section of the Bulletin is set up to provide
direct broadcast of information from the Council to the members
of the Society. If you have any questions please send a query in

the Comments section so that your issues can be dealt with
promptly. We hope that members will find this section of interest
and support to you, as a breeder of budgerigars, and that it will

motivate you to share your own ideas about growing and
developing the Society together as we move forward.
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to members. Please note the correct detail here. Our special Patronage
Show will be hosted, this year, by the Whakatane Club. It will be held
in Kawerau.  The dates for this Show are 4-5 July 2020. More details
on  the  judging  team  and  the  nitty  gritty  about  this  Show  will  be
released as the plans for the Show come together and are released by
the Whakatane Club and by the BSNZ.
The Annual General Meeting of the Budgerigar Society of New Zealand
(Inc.)  will  be  held  over  the  Patronage  Show  weekend.  A  form  is
included in this Bulletin for you to use as a Remit form for your remit
submissions.  It  is  also  time,  now,  for  nominations  for  Council  so
please do consider how you might contribute to the growth and health
of the BSNZ and offer your services.
The BSNZ Auction will also be held over this weekend and this is a
great opportunity to purchase quality birds and support your Society
at the same time.

The details about the 2020 Judges' Seminars are now available and all
members of the Society are warmly welcome to attend these excellent
training  seminars.  Please  see  the  details  about  these  two  2020
Seminars later in the Bulletin.

Hurry Get In Quick! The Budgerigar Society of New Zealand has ONLY
A FEW  vouchers  for  20kg  Topflite  seed,  left.  We  have  pleasure  in
offering them to everyone for $55 each. Please confirm your purchase
by depositing the funds into the BSNZ, BNZ, Levin 020 668 0224899
00  which  is  our  membership  account  and  include  your  name  as
reference. Please send an address for posting the vouchers out once
the funds are confirmed in the account. You can email the Secretary at
chris@keyproperty.co.nz 
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The Council President shares his thoughts, ideas and updates for
members to hear directly from the Council President about issues
of interest to you as a breeder and other important communication
with the full membership:
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Welcome to the new year. I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable holiday and
that  your  birds  are  all  breeding  well,  and  new  chicks  are  developing  into
winners. Our own birds are going well, with nearly all full nests of fertile eggs
and chicks. I have heard from Vince Huston that ring sales are going well, so
hope that means a good show season coming up for everyone.
It is the time of year for members to put their actions where their mouths are
and put their names forward for the committee. We are always wanting new
members for the committee, so please consider putting your name forward if
you are interested in helping to promote your hobby. The nomination forms are
included in this issue of the Bulletin. These must be filled in and returned to

the secretary before the 1st of April so that they can be compiled and voting
forms sent  out before the AGM in Kawerau,  hosted by the Whakatane Bird

Club, on the 5th of July .
The other thing that you need to consider is if there are any changes to the
rules of the Society or any Federation rules that you feel need changing. Please
send a note to the secretary chris@keyproperty.co.nz explaining the issue for
the committee to consider and put before the members.
We have two Federation remits already for you to consider, one being the 5
year maximum Novice issue and the second being the putting ring numbers of
the exhibits on stickers on the back of the cage. These two remits are included
in this Bulletin for you to consider.
The Society has been, for some time now, trying to boost the numbers of the
rare variety birds on the show bench, and it is great to see the Pied Society (est.
1959) coming on board and offering increased sponsorship for these breeds.
These birds are still  a long way from challenging for Best in Show, but it is
encouraging to see some of these rarer varieties showing up on the bench. The
hobby  is  not  just  about  best  bird  and  often  it  can  be  just  as  satisfying  a
challenge to work on improving some of the lesser varieties. I know from our
own experience that it  is harder to put a good recessive variety bird on the
bench than it is a grey or grey green.
The other initiative that we are providing are the Judging Seminars to be held
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Island  members  and  on  the  following  Saturday  21st  March  at  the  Mosgiel
Library in Mosgiel for the South Island members. These seminars are open to
all  interested  members  who  are  wanting  the  opportunity  to  improve  their
knowledge  around  judging  and  exhibiting  your  birds,  and  we  encourage
everyone  to  attend.  The  details  of  the  Seminars  appear  elsewhere  in  the
Bulletin.
We look forward to receiving your ideas and nominations for committee and
hope to see as many of you as can get to the seminars.

The material below is important detail for the Annual General
Meeting to be held on July 5, 2020 at the Patronage Show being

hosted by the Whakatane Bird Club. It is time for your
submissions of remits and of nominations of members of the

Council of the BSNZ. Please consider how you might assist the
Society moving forward with your involvement and with your ideas

for remits.

Nomination form for Council
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Remit form for Council
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Judges' Seminars 2020
These seminars are being presented again this year by the BSNZ for
the upskilling and professional development of our judges. The great
news is that, as it was last year, if you are interested in learning more
about the judging process and about how to assess a good bird, ALL
members  of  the  BSNZ  are  very  warmly  welcome  to  attend  these
Seminars.
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North Island Seminar

March 14, 2020

Taupo, New Zealand

This Seminar will be held at the Asure Prince Motor
Lodge, Conference Room. 100 Roberts Street, Taupo, 3330, New
Zealand. It is planned to have a 10am start for this seminar, so that
those who can drive to the venue have time to arrive but those who
need to stay overnight can avail themselves of accommodation at the
venue, if they so choose. The finishing time is planned for 3pm.

South Island Seminar

March 14, 2020

Mosgiel, New Zealand

This Seminar will be held at the Downs Room attached to the
Mosgiel Library. It is planned to have a 10am start for this
seminar. There are no specific motels booked for this venue and
participants can book their own accommodation if they are coming and
need it.

The facilitator for these seminars will be Neale Love from
Queensland, who will be well known to many of you as he has judged
in New Zealand as well as Germany and at other international Shows.
His wisdom and guidance will be very much appreciated.  
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Two Remits for the 2020
Federation Annual General

Meeting for Member
Consideration

The  following  Remits  were  circulated  in  the  last  Bulletin  and
shared here,  again, to encourage members to discuss, debate,
argue and prepare themselves for voting at Club level for these
Remit ideas.

Remit One

Alteration to remit from 2019 AGM

N.Z Federation Remit 1: Rule 18 (i) pg. E 12.

Moved by: Tony Grinter                           Seconded by: Graeme Earles

If  a  novice  exhibitor  has  not  obtained 10  points  to  gain  Champion
status, within 5 years of their commencement of exhibiting, they shall
become Champion exhibitors.

Note:  This  will  apply  to  any  sections  that  cater  for  Novice  and
Champion exhibitors and does not apply to junior exhibitors. 

Note to now read

Note:  This  will  apply  to  any  sections  that  cater  for  Novice  and
Champion  exhibitors  excluding  Budgerigar  Sections  and  does  not
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Reason: Application of this ruling should be at the discretion of the
specialist bodies governing the sections involved.

The standard of exhibits between Novice and Champion Budgerigars
can be quite pronounced, we have many members who only exhibit
once or twice a year who are hard workers at show time and their
birds are unlikely to be competitive in the champion section. These
members may lose interest if they are forced to show in the champion
section with no likelihood of success and may leave the hobby.
This remit overlooks the option for members to voluntarily show in the
champion section if they choose to and misses the real problem which
is that Clubs and the Federation need to spend more time and money
to encourage new members, the lack of competition is due to the lack
of new members.

Remit Two

Alteration to remit from 2018 AGM

N.Z Federation Remit : Rule 11 (j)

Moved by : Tony Grinter                               Seconded by : Graeme
Earles

Rule 11j )
The ring numbers of the Best Current Year Closed Rung (CYCR) or in
the case of the Foreign Section Young Bird and Runner up birds are to
be sighted by the Officiating Judge and Steward of the Section. The
officiating Judge and Steward are to sign the Specialist body returns.
Judges should attempt to read the ring number but in the event that
they are unable to read the ring number of the exhibit they may turn
the cage around and read the ring number off the back of the exhibits
show cage.
Note: No Judge or Steward may handle an exhibit in the show cage
while attempting to read the ring number of a CYCR or YB exhibit. If
the ring is unable to be read and the ring number is not written on the
removable sticker on the back of  the show cage, then this may be
written on the returns. Exhibitors in Current Year Closed Rung Bred By
Exhibitor (CYCR BBE) or Young Bird Bred by Exhibitor (YB BBE), can
place  a  small  white  removable  sticker  with  the  ring number  of  the
exhibit on the back of the exhibits cage, that the Judge can refer to if
they are unable to read the ring number.

Addition to the Note to now read:

Note: No Judge or Steward may handle an exhibit in the show cage
while attempting to read the ring number of a CYCR or YB exhibit. If
the ring is unable to be read and the ring number is not written on the
removable sticker on the back of  the show cage, then this may be
written on the returns. Budgerigar Sections shall be excluded from
this restriction, however If Budgerigar Judges need to handle the
exhibit for identification then all efforts should be taken to avoid
undue stress to the exhibit. Exhibitors in Current Year Closed Rung
Bred By Exhibitor (CYCR BBE) or Young Bird Bred by Exhibitor (YB
BBE), can place a small white removable sticker with the ring number
of the exhibit on the back of the exhibits cage, that the Judge can refer
to if they are unable to read the ring number.

Reason:

This  note  only  makes  the  use  of  stickers  by  the  exhibitor
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identify the bird
The  number  written  on  the  sticker  does  not  positively  identify  the
exhibit.
The  information  contained  on  the  Budgerigar  Society  rings
encompasses the full circumference of the ring and also the feathering
of the birds will often obscure the ring, making positive identification
without handling impossible.
The Specialist  bodies are not  interested in identifying the individual
bird rather the breeder.
Personal coded rings as used by the majority of Budgerigar member’s
gives simple identification of the breeder.

New Zealand Judge to Judge
in the

United Kingdom
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David Ingoe Invited to Judge
at the 95th Anniversary

Convention of the British
Budgerigar Society 
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Western Moat House Hotel, Stoke on Trent,  for

the weekend of 5th - 7th June, 2020 to celebrate

their 95th Anniversary. The hotel where the Show

and Convention will be held is situated in the Festival

Park in Stoke on Trent incorporating Josiah

Wedgewood’s former home. Stoke on Trent is a city full

of heritage, culture, vibrancy and passion and is

renowned for its ceramic pottery industry and the

current hot bed of the budgerigar fancy in the UK.

This Convention is combined with the World

Budgerigar Organisation Show and Meeting. 

Dave Ingoe will join two other judges to judge this

important U.K.Show.

If you are in the United Kingdom at around this time then a visit to
this Show could well be something to add to your itinerary?

One of our BSNZ members, who is now one of six Avian Medicine
and Surgery Specialists in Australasia, writes, this time, about a

less discussed illness known as Tricomonas which may be
something to watch out for in your aviary.

In order to ensure we have a range of helpful advice and
professional opinion, we have been able to get support from three

different Vets, who all breed birds, to submit articles for the
education and enjoyment of our members. This month we hear

again from, Dr Hamish Baron.
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Dr Hamish Baron is one of a small handful of specialist avian
veterinarians in Australia. He moved from New Zealand to study

veterinary science at the University of Queensland and after
graduation he took a position as a rotating intern at the University
of Queensland in small animal and exotic pet medicine. Following
the internship he took over as Director of the Avian, Reptile and
Exotic Pet Hospital at the University of Sydney, where he was

based for four years, also undertaking a residency training
programme in Avian Medicine and Surgery. Hamish is currently
undertaking a PhD exploring novel treatments for Marorhabdus

orthinogaster (sometimes called megabacteria by breeders)
through the University of Sydney, while he works in his own clinic
on the Mornington Peninsula in Victoria. When he is not working

at The Unusual Pet Vets or conducting research for his PhD
programme, Hamish can be found in the rivers of northern

Tasmania, Victoria or southern New South Wales, looking for
sapphires with his dog, Henrietta, a poodle cross who loves to

steal socks and eat broccoli.

Trichomonas and Why it
Matters to You

 Dr Hamish Baron
BVSc (Hons) FANZCVS (Avian
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Now that the breeding season is coming to the end, it is pertinent
that  we start  to examine the health of  our aviary  birds prior  to
sorting  out  and  the  show  season.  Trichomonas  or  “trich”
(pronounced  “Tryke”)  is  caused  by  an  organism  called
Trichomonas gallinae – a mobile protozoa that looks like a small
pear  with small  projections out  its  base.  If  none of  that  makes
sense, a photo is above to show you what I mean!

Trichomonas has a direct life cycle; the organism is passed from
one budgie to another via direct feeding (from parents to chicks or
via courtship behavior), or in water. The bug can live for several
hours in water depending on its salinity and for at least five days
in moist regurgitated seed.  Infected birds can die as early as four
days after  infection.  However,  there are  different  strains  of  the
organism, which vary in infection severity – some do not cause
any  clinical  signs  at  all  and  it  is  possible  for  birds  to  have
asymptomatic infections and become carriers.

Infected  birds  show  signs  that  include  anorexia,  regurgitation,
vomiting  and  difficulty  swallowing,  which  leads  to  dropping  of
seeds and shaking of the head, throwing seed on the wall of the
breeding  cabinets.  Sick  birds  will  throw  up  seed  and  a  sticky
viscous  substance  that  is  sometimes  white.  These  birds
experience  weight  loss  and  depression  related  to  the  yellow
cheesy lumps found attached to the oral cavity and crop mucosa.

A  diagnosis  can  be  made  by  a  vet  who  will  observe  the
characteristic oral lesions and finding motile flagellated protozoa
in a wet smear of the mucous or vomitus. A number of drugs are
available for treatment, ronidazole in the drinking water for seven
days  is  an  effective  treatment  when  the  disease  is  diagnosed
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may need to be surgically removed by a vet.  In order to prevent
the  disease  in  your  aviary,  early  diagnosis  and  treatment  is
important.  If  you  notice  birds  vomiting  and  throwing  up  sticky
material, consult an avian veterinarian and get a diagnosis so you
can treat your birds early and usually successfully.

With each edition of the Bulletin it is hoped to include a small
section that helps members of the BSNZ to look further afield than
our own backyard. This month we feature the C.O.M. World Show
in Matoshinos, Portugal and details about the Australian National

Budgerigar Championship Show. There may be members heading
to Australia interested in this across the Tasman event.

C.O.M World Show in Matoshinos, Portugal

This Show was held, this year, over the weekend of 6-7 October,
2019. The Show included both Budgerigars of Colour and also the
usual exhibition "posture" budgerigars. It is very interesting to note

the comparative numbers of these two varieties at this world
Show. Are these budgerigars of colour the way of the future?
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Australian National Budgerigar Championship
Show

This event  showcases the best  exhibition budgerigars from across
Australia  for  the  2019  breeding  season,  and  will  be  held  at
the Ulumbarra Theatre, Bendigo, Victoria. 

All states present three birds of each variety over the two days
show. At the conclusion of judging, points are tallied and the state that
has obtained the most points wins the right to hold the trophy for the

next 12 months.

A trophy is presented to the winners of each class at the presentation
dinner on Sunday evening.

Open judging in the auditorium, Trade stands, lectures and an Auction
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come together to expand on new and existing friendships.

Click on this link for more details about the event including details on
the activities and timetable for the Show.

https://www.budgerigar.com.au/events/nationals-bendigo/

We  all  love  to  learn  new  things  and  to  continue  to  build  our
breeding programmes based upon information shared by others.
This section of the Bulletin will be dedicated to helping members
with interesting products and innovative ideas from members, and
we hope that people will be keen to contribute their own ideas and
things they have tried with their birds. We hope that this section
will be of interest and benefit to all members. This month there are
three helpful tips that may be useful to you -- let us know how you
get on with using any of these techniques, products and ideas that
you read about here!

Our Facebook Group has yielded a couple of great new ideas recently
submitted by members of the BSNZ for your interest and in case these

are ideas that you could emulate in your own set-ups?
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This is an excellent example of a DIY carry box that holds up to 12
Show cages. If you have a people mover vehicle this idea might well
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transport and the handles that allow for two people to easily lift the
show cages into the back of the car. 

Dom Alcock has recently updated his aviary setup and has created
some outdoor flights for his birds to have access to vital Vit D for their
health. This time he has used plastic covered steel stakes as perches in
an attempt to avoid the need for constant replacement of the perches
because of the hens, particularly, chewing the perches. To ensure that

the birds still have access to chewable wood, Dom ensures that his
flights have fresh eucalyptus and other natural branches, available at
all times to ensure they have fossicking and chewing materials while

NOT ruining his outdoor perches!
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HOT WEATHER TIPS

With the hot weather we are currently experiencing there are a few
simple tips and tricks that are most useful in your aviaries:

1. Only feed wet mixes of all kinds for a maximum of 12 hours so that your
birds so the mix does not spoil and cause disease in tour aviary

2. Dip foraging bunches of branches from trees or bunches of vegetables in
water for the birds to wet themselves as they chew, eat and play your

enrichment bunches, and thus help them to stay cool.
3. Spray down the tin roof of your aviary to provide evaporative cooling, a

few times in a day.
4. Freeze blocks of water and provide them in trays for birds to play in and

later bathe in or drink.
5. Use your hose on a mist setting and hook to your outdoor aviary roof for

a few minutes a few times a day.
6. In outdoor areas use shade of some kind -- old towels, sheets or even
branches placed on the outside on top etc, to provide a small amount of

relief during the heat of the middle of the day.
7. Use a fan in the aviary on swing to move the hot air around.

8. Spray the inside of any nest boxes with a light mist from a spray bottle,
avoiding the eggs, to increase the humidity and help to avoid the eggs

drying out.

Pied Budgerigar Society
(est.1959) Change in Focus

This  Society,  affiliated  to  the  New  Zealand  Federation  of  Bird
Clubs  Inc,  has  had  a  year-long  period  of  consultation  and
discussion and as a result, at their A.G.M. on 19 October, 2019
they added a bracketed indication to their name so that this new
direction  is  acknowledged.  The  Society's  new  name  is  Pied
Budgerigar Society (est.1959) [Supporting Pied & Rare Varieties]
and their patronage in the 2020 season will begin to reflect this
change in focus and emphasis,  while retaining their  support  of
both dominant and recessive pied varieties.
The list of rare varieties that will be considered at the 2020 Shows
for the patronage that has been forwarded to Clubs is as follows:

Clearwing
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Texas Clearbody
Albino
Lacewing
Type 2 Goldenface
Mauve
Olive
Crested               

This list is not set in concrete and will be re-assessed annually
and changed as needs change and as the state of the breeding
populations across New Zealand is monitored. If you are breeding
any or some of these varieties in an attempt to bring them up to
show standard in New Zealand we would love to hear from you
with a view to developing a comprehensive list of breeders who
are working with the varieties mentioned above. Please send an
e-mail  to  Graeme  Earles  with  details  of  your  rare  varieties:
shegrae@gmail.com
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Zealand and we thank them for their support and ongoing
patronage for the 2020 season

Copyright © 2020 Budgerigar Society of New Zealand (Inc.), All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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