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The August - September edition of the Bulletin was not produced this year due to the 

overseas travel commitments of the Editor. Please accept the apologies of the 

Council and Editor for the lack of one bi-monthly Bulletin in 2020.  
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Council Chatter 

In this Bulletin we highlight some existing initiatives and some 

planned ideas for your interest and comment. Please do contact 

the Secretary, in writing, with YOUR thoughts and ideas on how 

your Council can support you in your breeding programme, 

develop its level of patronage for the 2020 Show season and 

anything else of interest to you as a breeder. 

 

 

The Council Chatter section of the Bulletin is set up to provide 

direct broadcast of information from the Council to the members 

of the Society. If you have any questions please send a query in 

the Comments section so that your issues can be dealt with 

promptly. We hope that members will find this section of interest 

and support to you, as a breeder of budgerigars, and that it will 

motivate you to share your own ideas about growing and 

developing the Society together as we move forward.  

 

1. 2020 Patronage Show and Annual General 

Meeting: 

 

Our special Patronage Show will be hosted, next year, by the 

Whakatane Club. It will be held in Kawerau.  The dates for this Show 

are 19-20 May 2020. More details on the judging team and the nitty 

gritty about this Show will be released as the plans for the Show come 

together. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Budgerigar Society of New Zealand 



(Inc.) will be held over the Patronage Show weekend. If you have any 

ideas for Remits do begin to formulate these now. See later in the 

Bulletin a couple of ideas for Remits for the Federation A.G.M. for 

your consideration and comment.  

 

 

2. Stewarding Certificates with a view to 

Judge Training: 

 

If you are someone interested in training to become a judge please 

make sure that any of the stewarding appointments that you have 

completed thus far, have the paperwork completed and sent into the 

Society Secretary before the Show season begins. If you are interested 

in completing a stewarding exercise this coming season please contact 

the Club where you wish to steward and make sure the paperwork is 

onsite and completed by the judge before the end of the day. Then, 

send the completed paperwork into the Secretary. If you have already 

started, please contact Chris, and let her know where you are up to. 

These forms and paperwork will be in a booklet format this year and 

they are available through the BSNZ Secretary. Please note that 

stewarding certificates are not issued for any stewarding completed at 

a National  Show. (chris@keyproperty.co.nz)  

 

 

3. Fundraising Initiatives 

As was instigated last year with considerable success, the Society has 

set up a Calendar Sales initiative, again, in 2019. If you would like a 

calendar and have not had a chance to order one please email Sheryl 

Baron as soon as possible sheryl@barons.co.nz  

If you are interested in 40kg of seed as a Christmas present for your 

mailto:chris@keyproperty.co.nz?subject=Stewarding%20and%20Judge%20Training
mailto:sheryl@barons.co.nz?subject=Calendar%20Order%20Please


 

birds, we have a raffle going right now for you to be in with a chance to 

win. The tickets are $2 each or 3 tickets for $5. Please deposit the 

money for calendars or the raffle into the Society Account: BNZ , Levin 

020 668 0224899 00 Please use your name as reference and the word 

CALENDAR and/or RAFFLE as well.  

  

  

 



 

President's Patter 

The Council President shares his thoughts, ideas and updates for 

members to hear directly from the Council President about issues 

of interest to you as a breeder and other important communication 

with the full membership: 

 

 

Here we are in the midst of the current breeding season for your birds, the 

TopFlite National has been and gone with many thanks to the Huntly Club 

for an excellent programme and event and congratulations to the winners 

Geoff Callister for Best CYCR,  Robyn Grinter for Best Bird and Dominic 

Alcock and Daniel De Jong for best Novice (this partnership moves to 

Champion for next year, congratulations and well deserved result for your 

hard work). The National Show is an excellent way for everyone to see where 

the goal posts are for your next breeding season. 

                The main points to consider for your breeding are to select the best 

complimentary birds to pair together. All of the birds that you wish to breed 

from should be in prime condition and it is essential to feed them with the 

best diet, as even really well bred chicks cannot reach their genetic potential 

if they do not have the right food and vitamins to grow, and your conditions 

need to be kept clean and parasite and vermin free. 



                In keeping with international trends we are encouraging Judges to 

give more preference to birds with clean heads and discourage excessively 

flecked birds from being shown. This does not mean that you should 

eliminate these birds from your aviary, as they are an essential part of your 

breeding programme to improve the size of the spots in the mask, but 

flecking spoils the look of the birds on the show bench, so we have a fine 

balance to determine what level of flecking is acceptable. 

                We have recently had a marvellous insight to the workings of the 

canary breeders minds with the passing of the remit for all Novices to 

automatically go up from Novice to Champion after five years of exhibiting, 

because there are not enough exhibitors for people to earn the points to go to 

Champion using the existing system. They can already elect to show in 

Champion if they want, simply by entering in Champion, but then they are 

forced to remain as Champions. What a great way to increase the numbers of 

competitors in Novice, by making them all Champions! They have 

completely missed the real issue which is the need to go out and encourage 

new members and exhibitors. The only way to increase competition in novice 

is by having more people, not by moving them to a different group. In my 

opinion if this rule stays in place, then in five years there will be no novice 

birds on the bench. Please have a look at the Remit below and share your 

thoughts and comments on the proposed Remit regarding this. 

                We have also been reminded of the rule that was passed at the 

previous National for all cages to have bird ring numbers on the back of the 

cage. This, I see, as an excellent idea for some of the large hook beaks and to 

reduce stress for small finches, but something that is pointless for 

budgerigars. As, if the Judges are not going to read the ring on the bird, then 

the exhibitor could put any ring number on the sticker. In the case of our 

coded rings, then we could just put our prefix on the back of the cage. This 

totally relies on the honesty and accuracy of the exhibitor, so if I have 

entered a bird in the CYCR class, the only requirement is that the ring colour 

is correct and that I have said that I have bred it myself and the actual ring 

number is irrelevant. This has already been done on your entry form for the 

show which you have to sign, making it, potentially, a legally binding 

document but without any confirmation it becomes hard to enforce. 



 

                The BSNZ Council have formulated a couple of remits for next 

year's Federation Annual General Meeting, excluding budgerigar exhibitors 

from these poorly considered rules. For many of our exhibitors they just 

enjoy breeding a couple of birds and showing once or twice a year in their 

local shows with the odd Novice class win. If these people are forced to move 

up to Champion, then they will stand little chance and may lose heart and 

leave the hobby. Many of these people are the hardest workers at show time, 

so they would be a great loss to the hobby. 

For now, though, good luck with your breeding season and we look forward 

to seeing the results of your efforts over next show season. 

 

 

Regards to all 

Tony Grinter 

President  

 

 

Letters to the Editor 

As a result of the query in the last Bulletin about the concept of a 

"Budgie-Only" Show, the following letter was received and is 

published here for your interest and further comment, as well as 

to promote further discussion. 

Sincere thanks to Shorty for taking the time to comment on the 

concept of a budgie-only Show. 

   

 



  

 

I have been giving a lot of thought to the Budgie Society having an all 

budgie Show. My thoughts are that we already have enough Clubs 

folding at the moment, so I say why don't we support the Colour 

Breeder's Society and the Auckland Budgie Society as they are already 

up and running and very organised. 

I would not support a move in that direction. 

Yours in the fancy, 

G.A. Rogers 

(Shorty)  

 

  

   

Your BSNZ Council Needs 

To Hear Your Views and To 

Have a Robust Discussion 

Around The Following 

Potential Remits to the 



 

Federation A.G.M. 

Our BSNZ Council is interested in your thoughts on the following two 

Remits. Are YOU in favour or against the remits, can you assist in 

better wording of the proposed changes, can you support this 

concept in your own Club? Please have a think, talk to other 

breeders and let the Council know your ideas! Send a Letter to the 

Editor with your ideas so good decisions can be made on behalf of 

all our members! 

 

 

Remit One 

 

Alteration to remit from 2019 AGM 

 

N.Z Federation Remit 1: Rule 18 (i) pg. E 12. 

  

Moved by: Tony Grinter                                  Seconded by:   

 

If a novice exhibitor has not obtained 10 points to gain Champion 

status, within 5 years of their commencement of exhibiting, they shall 

become Champion exhibitors. 

  

Note: This will apply to any sections that cater for Novice and 

Champion exhibitors and does not apply to Junior exhibitors.  

  

Note to now read  

  

  

Note: This will apply to any sections that cater for Novice and 

Champion exhibitors excluding Budgerigar Sections and does not 

apply to Junior exhibitors.  

  

  

Reason: Application of this ruling should be at the discretion of the 



specialist bodies governing the sections involved. 

  

The standard of exhibits between Novice and Champion Budgerigars 

can be quite pronounced. We have many members, who only exhibit 

once or twice a year, who are hard workers at show time and their 

birds are unlikely to be competitive in the Champion section. These 

members may lose interest if they are forced to show in the Champion 

section with no likelihood of success and may leave the hobby. 

This remit overlooks the option for members to voluntarily show in the 

Champion section, if they choose to, and misses the real problem 

which is that Clubs and the Federation need to spend more time and 

money to encourage new members. The lack of competition is due to 

the lack of new members. 

 

 

Remit Two 

 

Alteration to remit from 2018 AGM 

 

N.Z Federation Remit : Rule 11 (j) and Rule 14 (c) 

 

 

Moved by : Tony Grinter                               Seconded by : 

 

Rule 11j ) 

 

The ring numbers of the Best Current Year Closed Rung (CYCR) or in 

the case of the Foreign Section Young Bird (YB) and Runner up birds 

are to be sighted by the Officiating Judge and Steward of the Section. 

The officiating Judge and Steward are to sign the Specialist body 

returns. 

Judges should attempt to read the ring number but in the advent that 

they are unable to read the ring number of the exhibit they may turn 

the cage around and read the ring number off the back of the exhibits 

show cage. 

Note : No Judge or Steward may handle an exhibit in the show cage 

while attempting to read the Number of a CYCR or YB exhibit. If the 



 

ring is unable to be read, then this is to be written on any returns. 

 

Addition to the Note to now read 

Note : No Judge or Steward may handle an exhibit in the show cage 

while attempting to read the Number of a CYCR or YB exhibit. If the 

ring is unable to be read, then this is to be written on any returns. 

Budgerigar Sections shall be excluded from this restriction. However if 

Budgerigar Judges need to handle the exhibit for identification, then 

hand sanitiser should be used before and after handling and efforts 

taken to avoid undue stress to the exhibit. 

  

Rule 14c ) 

 

Exhibitors in Current Year Closed Rung Bred by Exhibits ( CYCR BBE 

) and Young Bird Bred by Exhibits (YB BBE ) classes can place a 

small white removable sticker with the ring number of the exhibit on 

the back of the exhibits show cage. 

  

Reasons:  

• Rule 14c only makes the use of stickers by the exhibitor 

voluntary,  ( exhibitors “can place” ) this does not force the 

exhibitor to use the sticker so how can we refuse to let the 

judges positively  identify the bird. 

• The number written on the sticker does not positively identify the 

exhibit.  

•  The information contained on the Budgerigar Society rings 

encompasses the full circumference of the ring and also the 

feathering of the birds will often obscure the ring making positive 

identification without handling impossible. 

• The Specialist bodies are not interested in identifying the 

individual bird rather the breeder. 

• Personal coded rings as used by the majority of Budgerigar 

members gives simple identification of the breeder. 

 



 

Winners at the Top Flite 

National Show hosted by 

Huntly Bird Club in 

Hamilton at the Te Rapa 

Racecourse  
 

The following images showcase some of the winning birds at the 

2019 National Show for the interest of all those who could not 

attend. Congratulations to all those members who entered birds in 

the Show, all those who assisted with the many aspects of 

running a successful National Show and all those whose birds did 

well on the bench this year. 

  

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

  



 

 
 

 

 

Member Contribution: 

Shorty Rogers Shares an 

Update of His Breeding 

Season 

Shorty does not have access to a computer, so this short member 

contribution has come in via "Snail Mail" and I so appreciate that 

he has taken the time to write and share this short article. Shorty 

has been breeding budgies for 59 years! He is a current Patron of 

the Gisborne Bird Club and the holder of a QSM for his services to 

his small rural community of Patutahi as a member of their 

Volunteer Fire Brigade. Shorty spent his working life as a motor 

mechanic before retiring and moving to Gisborne around 13 years 

ago. Shorty has served the hobby as a judge for 40 years and on 

the Council of the BSNZ, as well as on his local Bird Club 

Committee. 

 



 

My Breeding Season Thus Far 

  

Hello Fanciers and Friends, 

Just a catch up on my breeding season to date. All is going well for 

me. I am trying out a fertility drug on my birds and to date it has been 

very successful. One example is a lovely sky blue cock which I have 

been trying to breed with for the past three years. This season, so 

far with his partner, he has had four fertile eggs. I am sorry to say that 

two of these were addled and two ended up dead in shell. This pair is 

starting their second round now. One of these chicks, from a large 

egg, was the size of a three day old chick.  

I was also having some problems with a pair of pieds that were not 

keen on each other so I sprayed them with water every day for a week. 

They have  now settled down and the hen has started laying.  

Another hen that I have is three years old and hasn't laid a single egg, 

so when I paired her up this year, I waited and waited to see if she 

would lay -- not an egg! So I got a large white marble and put it in the 

nest box when she started brooding. I gave her two four day old chicks 

and she took to feeding them like a duck to water. I am now hoping 

that this hen will start to lay herself in the second round. 

The name of the fertility drug was given to me by a Vet friend about 12 

years ago and this year I thought I would give it a go. It is not cheap at 

$40 a bottle but I have been pleased with the results thus far. I have 

already used three bottles so I hope that it turns out to be a great 

breeding season. 

  

 

Hear It From A Vet 

 

One of our BSNZ members, who is now one of six Avian Medicine 

and Surgery Specialists in Australasia, writes here in response to 

communication he has received from members on the topic on 



 

Polyomavirus -- sometimes called French Moult and also 

associated with avian beak and feather disease. 

Here's hoping that this updated article will be of assistance to all 

members for the time that Polyomavirus comes a-visiting at an 

aviary near you! 

 

 

In order to ensure we have a range of helpful advice and 

professional opinion, we have been able to get support from three 

different Vets, who all breed birds, to submit articles for the 

education and enjoyment of our members. This month we head 

back to one of our very own Vets, Dr Hamish Baron.  

 

 

Dr Hamish Baron is one of a small handful of specialist avian 

veterinarians in Australia. He moved from New Zealand to study 

veterinary science at the University of Queensland and after 

graduation he took a position as a rotating intern at the University 

of Queensland in small animal and exotic pet medicine. Following 



 

the internship he took over as Director of the Avian, Reptile and 

Exotic Pet Hospital at the University of Sydney, where he was 

based for four years, also undertaking a residency training 

programme in Avian Medicine and Surgery. Hamish is currently 

undertaking a PhD exploring novel treatments for Marorhabdus 

orthinogaster (sometimes called megabacteria by breeders) 

through the University of Sydney, while he works in his own clinic 

on the Mornington Peninsula in Victoria. When he is not working 

at The Unusual Pet Vets or conducting research for his PhD 

programme, Hamish can be found in the rivers of northern 

Tasmania, Victoria or southern New South Wales, looking for 

sapphires with his dog, Henrietta, a poodle cross who loves to 

steal socks and eat broccoli.  

 

 

The Problem with “Tailless 

Wonders” 

 Dr Hamish Baron 

Bvsc (Hons) FANZCVS (Avian 

Medicine and Surgery) 

 



  

This time of year seems to bring about an annual discussion 

surrounding polyomavirus, beak and feather disease and the use 

of “Tailless Wonders” or budgies that have cracking heads and 

remarkable feather, but are missing a tail or their flight feathers 

from the wings. 

  

Each year I hear the same stories from breeders and in this article 

I’d like to dispel some of the myths. 

  

Myth One 

The feathers are missing because of a mite: 

It is true that one of the causes of feather loss in birds can be a 

mite called quill mite belonging to the Syringophilopsis family, but 

these mostly occur in Passeriformes (those birds with three toes 

pointing forward and one backwards) and most of these mites live 

on the host showing no signs at all for the entire lifecycle. 

  

Myth Two 

If you pair one bird without flights and one bird with flights, the 

chicks will not have disease: 



The two viruses that cause feather loss in budgerigars 

(polyomavirus and circovirus (beak and feather disease virus)) are 

transmitted in droppings, oral secretions, feather and skin dander, 

via dirt or dust in the nest box, burrowing mites and possibly via 

the egg – although this is not confirmed. So, if one parent has 

clinical disease (is missing flight feathers or a tail) and is shedding 

the virus, it is possible (and likely) that the chicks will become 

infected and will drop their flights and tail feathers at some stage 

during the breeding cycle. 

  

Myth Three 

The loss of flight feathers is not a big deal because often they 

grow back anyway: 

This is partially true; if these chicks are infected with polyomavirus 

they will often grow their flight feathers back when they moult. 

However, polyomavirus causes much more than just loss of flight 

feathers. In a budgie aviary experiencing a disease outbreak we 

expect to see a rise in the number of dead in shell (DIS) chicks 

that grow to full term and fail to hatch, an increase in the number 

of addled eggs (chicks that die mid-incubation), increased infant 

mortality at 6-10 days of age where apparently healthy chicks die 

for no reason. More importantly for some breeders, outbreaks of 

polyomavirus in some non-budgerigar parrots, especially the 

larger parrot species, causes a very high rate of death in fledgling 

aged birds and can devastate a breeding facility if infected. 

  

Myth Four 

Dipping affected birds in Virkon S or F10 SC will fix polyomavirus: 

As discussed, the virus is transmitted in a number of different 

ways, and whilst dipping birds in a virucidal disinfectant will 

decrease the amount of virus on the birds’ feathers, it will not do 

anything to treat the virus, nor will it decrease shedding of the 

virus once the chick dries out. At present, the only effective 

“treatment” of polyomavirus is to stop breeding and allow all 

chicks to grow for six months, when they are no longer so 



 

susceptible. This effectively breaks the lifecycle of the virus and 

prevents young birds becoming a source of infection. In order to 

prevent adult birds from shedding the virus it is important to 

provide low stress environments with low stocking densities, clean 

aviaries with high standards of hygiene. Bringing in new birds that 

have previously not been exposed to your aviary birds may 

facilitate infection (either transmission from the new birds or from 

your birds to the new bird) and so if you introduce a new bird to 

your flights, not breeding with them for six months will help to 

prevent outbreaks. 

Breaking the polyomavirus cycle is frustrating and difficult. 

Frustrating because it means stopping breeding when you want to 

be producing chicks, and difficult because it requires a massive 

effort to clean and disinfect the aviary to prevent re-infection. In 

order to do this, you must remove all the organic material (dust, 

feathers, feaces) from the aviary, nesting boxes and breeding 

cages – this can then be followed by a virucidal disinfectant 

sprayed on and washed off with a cloth, before being sprayed on 

and allowed to dry on all surfaces. Allow all the chicks to mature 

to greater than 6 months old, any chicks that do not grow their 

flights back should be taken to a veterinarian for euthanasia to 

prevent ongoing disease transmission. 

  

Lastly, it is time that we as a hobby stop selling, gifting or 

otherwise using these birds with no flight feathers in the breeding 

room. If we eliminated this practice, those birds that are infected 

will not pass on the infection and we will work to reduce the 

infection rate and hopefully in the future we will not need to have 

the annual discussion about the cracking bird at home with no tail! 

  

 



  

 

Winners at Local Shows 

Across New Zealand 
 

The following images showcase some of the winning birds at the 

later 2019 Shows for the interest of all. Congratulations to all 

those members who had success on the bench this Show season. 

And VERY special congratulations to those Novices who are 

heading to Champion in 2020.  

  



 

This year we congratulate the Dom Alcock and 

Daniel DeJong partnership from the Auckland 

Metro Club and Jessica Reive from the 

Whanganui Cage Bird Club. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 



 

 

Giant Parrot Discovery 

Thanks to Eagle Eyed 

University Student 

Sarah Robson  

9 August 2019 

 

Thanks to Vince Huston for sending in this article for us all to share. 

 

  

Above image provided by Radio New Zealand Limited econstruction of the giant parrot Heracles, dwarfing 



a bevy of 8cm high Kuiornis – small New Zealand wrens scuttling about on the forest floor.  

  

A PhD student, at Flinders University in Adelaide, is researching the fossils 

of eagles and hawks from Australia and New Zealand. 

Dating back as far as 24 million years ago, to as recently as the last few 

hundred thousand years, not much is known about the birds, or how they 

relate to today's species. 

Ms Mather was given some bones for her project that were thought to belong 

to a large eagle. 

They came from St Bathans in Central Otago. 

"One day I was going over them, comparing them to some specimens I had 

of living eagles today, such as the wedged tail eagle from Australia, and as I 

was comparing them I noticed that they looked really different from how 

eagles are supposed to look," she said. 

"The fossils lacked certain features that all eagles should have, so I realised 

pretty quickly that this fossil wasn't from an eagle at all but something quite 

different." 

The fossil Ms Mather was examining was from the bird's leg bone, near 

where it connects with the foot. 

In the birds she looks at, there is usually a bridge of bone across a canal that 

muscle tendon goes through. 

"But in the fossil from St Bathans, this bridge was completely absent, 

instead there was just two ridges on either side of the canal." 

Ms Mather knew then that she wasn't looking at an eagle. 

"I went back to my supervisor, Trevor Worthy, and brought it to his attention. 

He took it away to try and figure out what they were - he was able to find out 

that they actually belonged to a giant parrot." 

That giant parrot now has an official name, Heracles Inexpectatus, and an 

appropriate nickname, "Squawkzilla". 

It's also made headlines around the world. 

The prehistoric bird stood one metre tall and weighed in at about seven 

kilograms. 

That's double the size of the previous record holder for the world's largest 



 

parrot, the kākāpō. 

Ms Mather said it was pretty thrilling to have been part of such a major 

scientific discovery. 

"At the time I didn't realise that it would be so significant, but it's exciting to 

have been part of that process." 

Heracles Inexpectatus was found in fossils dating back as many as 19 

million years ago. 

Flinders University Associate Professor Trevor Worthy said no-one had ever 

discovered an extinct giant parrot anywhere until now. 

"New Zealand is well known for its giant birds. Not only moa dominated 

avifaunas, but giant geese and adzebills shared the forest floor, while a giant 

eagle ruled the skies," he said. 

"We have been excavating these fossil deposits for 20 years, and each year 

reveals new birds and other animals. While Heracles is one of the most 

spectacular birds we have found, no doubt there are many more unexpected 

species yet to be discovered in this most interesting deposit." 

  

Winner of the New 

Zealand Bird of the 



 

Year 2019 

Yellow-eyed penguins (hoiho) are disappearing before our eyes. They are one 

of the rarest penguins in the world with just 1,700 pairs remaining.  

If nothing is done to reverse current declines, scientists predict they could be 

extinct on mainland New Zealand within 10 - 20 years. 

Raising public awareness of hoiho is crucial for their conservation.  

Congratulations to this heroic little penguin for winning the 2019 "Bird of the 

Year" Award. 

 

  



  

 

 

The Budgie World 

Beyond Our Shores 

   

With each edition of the Bulletin it is hoped to include a small section that 

helps members of the BSNZ to look further afield than our own backyard. This 

month we feature the U.K. Budgerigar Club Show where Jon Ashby shares his 

experience of this Show. 

 

 

U.K. Budgerigar Society Club Show 

 

This Show was held, this year, at the Dome in Doncaster, over the weekend of 

21-22 September. This report was taken, with thanks, from the Cage and 

Aviary Birds publication. Special thanks to Karl Hansen for sourcing this 

article.  

 



  

 

 

Tips and Tricks: 

   

We all love to learn new things and to continue to build our breeding 

programmes based upon information shared by others. This section of the 

Bulletin will be dedicated to helping members with interesting products and 

innovative ideas from members, and we hope that people will be keen to 

contribute their own ideas and things they have tried with their birds. We hope 

that this section will be of interest and benefit to all members. This month 

there are three helpful tips that may be useful to you -- let us know how you 

get on with using any of these techniques, products and ideas that you read 

about here! 

 



  

 

TREATMENT BRACELET FOR SPLAYED LEG IN BIRDS 

3MM ARE FOR FINCHES & 4MM ARE FOR BUDGIES 

THERE IS 10 PEICE IN A PACKAGE 

PRICE : 10 EURO + POSTAGE 

MINIMUM ORDER : 4 PACKAGE 

# MADE IN TURKEY # 

These look to be about 1 Euro each and the main issue is that a minimum of 4 

packages must be ordered. If there is enough interest in the product then maybe 

the Society could look to place an order and have these available for members to 

order much the same as liners and drinkers. Let us know if there is any interest.  

Thanks to Graeme Earles for finding this information and posting this on the BSNZ 

Facebook Group.   

 



 

  

 

  

 

 

 

Spring and early summer are the perfect seasons of the year to provide fresh 

vegetables from the garden for both the nutrient value and for the stimulation that 



 

foraging provides for our aviary and breeding birds. Whatever tiny corner of your 

section you have free, plant a few seeds and use the resultant crop as a part of 

foraging trays or bundles to provide enrichment for your feathered friends. 

Silverbeet is a source of Iron and Vitamin A and will help with cell production, the 

growth and repair of tissues  and is excellent for bones, skin, egg, and feather 

health. NOT ENOUGH Vitamin A can result in poor feather production.  

Other vegetables and fruit that are high in Vitamin A are broccoli leaves and 

flowerettes, carrots, collard greens, parsley, spinach, turnip greens, yellow squash 

and many fruits. 
(Notes from Nigel Tonkin, Breeder, South Australia, AUSTRALIA) 

 

  



 

  

 

This is an excellent idea for protecting your birds from either rain or sun and is 

worth a share here. This aviary is a converted old shed and looks amazing nestled 

in among the foliage! Just replace those two canaries with some decent budgies 

and add the porch screen and there is an excellent and attractive cover over the 

outdoor flight!  

 

 

Auckland Budgerigar Club Inc.  

Show and Annual General Meeting: 
 

This month we learn details about the Annual Nest Feather and Young Bird 

Show and Annual General Meeting of this budgie-only Club. This is a 

particularly great Show for newer members and Novices to learn more about 

the Show process in a relaxed and non-stressful manner. If you can get to 

Howick on December 7 at 10.00am then send your RSVP now! 
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