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Council Chatter 
In this Bulletin we remind all members that the National Show is coming up 

on July 27-29. This huge event on the Federation calendar is  to be held in 

Timaru at the Caroline Bay Hall combined with the Annual General Meeting 

of the Federation. This event should be the place where the best birds in the 

country are pitted against each other, so if you are a Novice breeder who has 

done well this season at the Shows you have entered or a Champion breeder 

who has been successful at a number of Shows you should be there in 

Timaru to see how your birds compare with the best of what both Islands 

have to offer.  

 

The Council Chatter section of the Bulletin is set up to provide direct 

broadcast of information from the Council to the members of the Society. If 

you have any questions please send in a query so that your issues can be 

dealt with promptly. We hope that members will find this section of interest, of 

support to you, as a breeder of budgerigars and that it will motivate you to 
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share your own ideas about growing and developing the Society and the 

hobby as we move forward.  

 

 

1. 2018 Patronage Show and Annual General 

Meeting: 

 

The Show was very successful and images of the birds and the winners appear later in this 

Bulletin. The Council welcomed Stu Phipps from Ashburton to the Council after the AGM, 

and completed financial reports were circulated to all members as soon as these were 

finalised and signed off.  

  

2.  Ring Issues:  

• A posting on the Facebook page caused some confusion earlier in June and Vince 

Huston, the Society Ring Registrar, clarifies the situation with the issue of rings for 

the upcoming season here: Please ALL be advised that the Ring Issue date 

for the Official Budgerigar Society of NZ is 1 August                                      

  To allow for any delays with NZ Post, I intend posting out the rings on Monday 23 

July so that the rings arrive in members mail boxes just prior to or on 1 August 

2018. Members may commence ringing their birds on the 1 August 2018. 

Adherence to the rules allows for all members to be playing on the same playing 

field and creates fairness for everyone. 

• The rings this year are RED and Tony Grinter refers to this situation in his 

President's Patter report below. Please note Judges that this could be something to 

consider at 2019 Shows. 

3. 2019 Judging Seminars: 

Please see below, in the President's Patter, the roll out of a return to Judging Seminars. It 

is proposed that these Seminars be open to all members wishing to learn more about both 

the ideal and the judging process.All judges will be required to attend one of the Seminars 

over the two year cycle, so think about March 2019 as a possible date for attendance at a 

Seminar near you. 

   



  

 

 

President's Patter 
The Council President shares his thoughts, ideas and updates for members to hear 

directly from the Council President about issues of interest to you as a breeder and 

other important communication with the full membership: 

 

 

Presidents report June/July 2018 

Hello everyone, 

Welcome to the last month of the show season. It’s incredible how fast the months are 

going by. It has been encouraging to see a good mix of winners at the shows around the 

country. It is great to see some outstanding birds in the novice section which have been 

giving the champions a good run for their money. 

 



 

We are pleased to see a number of members starting their stewarding training and 

planning to move forward to becoming Judges in the future. We have three new B.S 

Judges who have finished their qualifications in the South Island so congratulations to 

Barry Ackroyd from Ashburton, John Mitchell and Malcolm Freeman from Southland. 

These new BS judges should relieve the pressure on the existing judges down south. 

We are planning to get our judges training seminars back up and running early next 

year with a senior judge coming over from Australia to run a seminar in both the North 

Island and also in the South Island. These are being proposed for March and will be 

held in Hamilton and either Dunedin or Christchurch. Then, the following year we are 

looking at somewhere like Palmerston North and whichever of the two South Island 

cities that was not host this year. We are planning to make these available to as many 

members as possible and to make attending at least one every two years convenient for 

as many members as possible. These seminars will be open to all interested members, 

but Judges will be required to attend at least one seminar every two years. 

This is not intended to create an elitist situation but to provide our members with 

consistent judging results. We feel that with many of the specialist bodies starting to 

realise that they are running out of judges and needing to move things along, that we 

are well placed to provide you with a good and consistent group of judges. 

We have had some excellent shows this year with the patronage show in Levin and the 

Auckland Budgerigar Club show, providing great opportunities to see some of the best 

birds around and it is great to see clubs like Tauranga coming back from the brink and 

hold a well-supported show. 

We now look forward to the National show being held in Timaru at the end of the 

month. This will bring the season to an end and marks the start of the breeding season 

when we will be using our new year's rings. This is going to bring some problems for 

next year's showing as the new ring colour is RED. This is the same as it was in 2014, so 

many may still have adult birds in their aviaries with the same coloured rings and our 

judges will have to be vigilant to make sure that the CYCR birds are in fact 2018 rung. 

So, congratulations to all of this years winners and good luck for the upcoming breeding 

season one and all. 

 Regards to all 

Tony Grinter 

President  

 

 

 

  

   



 

Winning Birds from Around NZ 
Where possible images of winning birds at Club Shows have been collated for 

everyone to share in the excitement of those who have done well! In some cases, it 

has not been possible to locate images of winning birds due to these not being 

forthcoming from some Clubs around the country. 

 

 

April / May 2018 Shows  

 

 

 

Tauranga Show - Best Budgie - John Rosser  

 

Tauranga Show - Best Novice in Show  

Martin Dutchburn  



 

 

Palmerston North Show - Best Budgie - Julie Tasker  

 

Palmerston North Show - Best Novice in Show  

J and J Smith   

 

 

Ashburton Show - Best Budgie - H and C Duston  

 

Ashburton Show - Best Novice in Show  

Kerriann Pinnell  



 

 

Hastings - Best Budgie - County Down Budgies  

 

Hastings - Best Novice in Show 

Mike Arlidge  

 

Patronage Show Winners  

 

 

Levin Show - Best Budgie - A & R Grinter  



 

 

Levin Show - Best Novice in Show 

Song Chen  

 

 

Tony Grinter accepts the trophy for Best Budgie at the 

Levin Patronage Show  

 

Song Chen proudly displays his trophies from 

Best Novice in Show  



 

 

Piako Show - Best Budgie - Keith Flockhart  

 

Nelson Show - Best Budgie - T P Jessop  

 

 

Changes in our Hobby in the 1980s 

and 1990s in New Zealand 
Keith Flockhart is a current Champion breeder and avid proponent of the breeding of rare 

varieties in New Zealand, before some varieties are lost completely from the Show scene in 

this country. One of Keith's winning birds appears above in the images of winning birds - 

Keith won Best Budgie at Piako Show this year. 

In this article he provides some background and history of the development of the hobby in 

our isolated part of the budgie breeding world.   

 

I was asked to write an article about changes to the hobby in the 80’s and 90s which saw 

the importation of English birds, and also changes to the ideal and pictorial standard. 

Below are my thoughts and reflections on those far away days! 

Although the hobby was strong in New Zealand, we were also very isolated  and there was 

no internet. People did not travel so very few saw the birds in Europe. This meant our 

ideal show bird did not change and it was a tidy small yellow feathered bird with six little 

spots. Anything away from that would not do well on the show bench, so there was little 

or no progress. Apparently we did not even have feather dusters and the first ones 

reported were in 1982 from lutinos imported from Australia. 

As the budgerigar was an Australian native it was illegal for them to be exported from 

Australia. However, some did come here by various means. Some were legal, by calling 



them something else, so getting round the Australian officials. Recessive pieds came in as 

harlequins, for example. Maybe spangles came in the same way or by other means.  Both 

these varieties became recognised in this country with classes in 1982. The Australian 

birds were a bit of an improvement to ours, better colours and more varieties. There was 

a fair bit of trade in Australian parrots coming over on ships and being sold at the wharf. 

However, it is unclear if budgies came in the same way. I do know, and have spoken to 

people years ago, who did bring in eggs. They told me the easiest way, so you were not 

caught by MAF, was to get the eggs just before going to the airport, ideally at around 12 

days incubation and wrap in cotton wool and put in a cigarette packet. The cigarettes 

were cut in half and put back in the packet above the eggs and the packet carried in top 

pocket where body heat kept them going. As soon as they arrived home they were placed 

under birds and allowed to hatch. (Editor's note: This is not a technique advocated or 

sanctioned by the BSNZ!!) 

In the mid to late 80s people were travelling more and there was still no internet, but 

many in the hobby were buying an English magazine - Budgerigar World - and the 

birds in the photos looked different. As a result we had members breeding towards these 

types of birds and then we had the die hards who would not go past the old standards. 

In 1986 the Society passed a Remit that meant members could have personal coded rings 

and these came into use in 1987. (That means I have been ringing my birds with coded 

rings for over 30 years!) 

At the Palmerston North National in 1989, it was raised and discussed that Alan Gamble 

had been working with various government departments in regards to possible imports 

from Britain. These would come through the Australian quarantine centre in Melbourne 

if an agreement could be reached with  the Australian government. People were asked to 

make comment and also  register their interest. 80% of comments received were 

favourable and 30 members said they were interested in importing birds. 

It was also in the late 1980s that several cages were displayed at shows with chromed 

fronts. This was done so people could see them and look at the pros and cons prior to any 

voting for a change. It was voted on at the 1990 AGM. and passed that the painted fronts 

were to become chrome, though stay the same design and material. The perches would be 

changed to full length perches with no boss at the back. There was a three year phase in 

period.  After the first year there was a rapid update to chrome as it gave better viewing 

of birds and there was less maintenance required to keep them looking sharp. 

1990 also saw the updating of the standard to the British ideal. 

These two changes saw the departure of a few members who were against the changes. 

There was still a struggle for a while with the new standard and judges who were unable 

or unwilling to judge to the new standard. 1990 also saw the first Budgerigar Patronage 

show which was held in Hawkes Bay. 

In 1991 the Society took a remit to Federation, to allow removal of surplus spots on the 

mask. This caused some dissention and several council members went as far as getting a 

petition going and got 35 signatures. At the end of the day the change went through and 

is widely practiced today. 

There was still dialogue going on with MAF in regards to imports but things did look 



 

promising with possibility of working in with a shipment of Australian imports and 

quarantining of the birds in Australia. It was estimated that it would cost around $500 to 

$1000 per bird to cover costs of importing plus the initial cost of the birds. There were a 

few syndicates formed to give people the opportunity to buy birds. I think the import 

happened in 1994 with around 100 birds brought in. There was further complaint and 

dissension and people leaving the hobby, as people with English birds were seen as being 

privileged and would have an unfair advantage. I was part of a syndicate of four and we 

set up a bank account and saved over the four years it took to get the birds. With monthly 

contributions and money from selling birds going in we found it relatively painless. I 

think it cost us almost $5000 for the four birds that we got from that import. A good 

budgie in NZ at the time could be bought for $20 or $30, so $1200 was a big jump, but 

luckily they all bred. There were some extra birds brought into which everyone paid a fee 

and these were to cover any birds which died in getting to NZ or within a month or so of 

arriving, on condition that the closed ring was made available. 

The imports did see a rapid improvement in the standard of birds and they continue to 

improve today but at a lot slower rate. 

The change also meant our Ideal was getting left behind and close co-operation with the 

Australians saw us being able to use their ideal. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Images of Four of the Import Birds of 

1994 
 

Keith Flockhart has generously shared the images below of the four birds, imported at a 

cost of almost $5000, by his syndicate. These breeders saved over a five year period for 

these birds and all New Zealand budgie breeders owe a debt of gratitude to the breeders of 

this era who had the foresight and the tenacity to see the project through over many years 

of planning, selecting the birds, quarantining and finally landing and distributing the birds in 

New Zealand. 

 



 

  

 

  

The "White Cap" Variety that is all the 

Buzz in Australia 
 

A group of BSNZ members who attended the Australian Nationals returned with stories of 

an unusual looking variety that they saw there. This article was written by Nigel Tonkin, 

who will be well known to some members, especially those who attended the Whakatane 



 

Patronage Show in recent times. His interesting article traces the origins of this variety and 

will be of interest to anyone keen to learn more about rare or original varieties. 

 

  

 

On a visit to the aviaries of Kevin O’Callaghan in Rockhampton, Queensland, AUSTRALIA 

in 2010, a couple of birds that did not appear to be the norm, stood out. These birds had a 

yellow face with no yellow in the cap. The cap was white, in fact, almost whiter than white if 

this could be so. 

On asking Kevin where these birds originated, he advised that they were from Graeme 

Kerle of Townsville in Queensland. Graeme bred from a Yellow Faced Opaline Cobalt hen 

(purchased at auction from Ernie Wise of New South Wales) and a Spangle Grey cock – 

non yellow faced (purchased from Robert Manvel also of New South Wales in one of his 

sale lots).  From this pairing he produced 2 x Spangle Yellow Faced Sky cocks, 1 x Spangle 

Yellow Faced Sky hen, 1 x Spangle Sky cock. This occurred in 2003. 



These ‘Yellow Faced’ progeny were all visual ‘White Caps’ and were quite obviously 

different when viewed in the nest. The mask being yellow, the cap white and the body 

colour ‘Seafoam’. 

Neither parent had any visual variations to what would be described as ‘normal’ for their 

respective variety. The initial resultant offspring from this pairing suggest that the Spangle 

was not a Double Factor Yellow face. 

The term ‘Seafoam’ was nominated by my soul mate, Jennie Liebich as soon as she 

sighted these birds; the body colour in each resembled the colour of the sea just below the 

foam of a breaking wave. 

Whilst writing the article, and having knowledge that seafoam was referenced many years 

ago, and after corresponding with Dieter Keller of Germany, we both agreed that the 

obvious naming of the birds produced by Graeme Kerle should be ‘White Cap’. After 

consultation with Kevin and Graeme, this naming has been agreed to. Others within the 

fancy in Australia have agreed with this ‘naming’. 

‘Seafoam’ does not reflect the mask and cap colouration, but the body colour only and likely 

only in the Sky Blue version. They could have been called ‘Kerle Faced Blue’ to reflect the 

origins or ‘Seafoam Yellow Face’ to embrace Jennie’s initial artistic interpretation, but 

‘White Cap’ reflects the wording in the first paragraph of this article and the visual attributes 

of the bird. 

The pairings at Graeme’s resulted in nests averaging 70% visual ‘White Caps’ with the non- 

visual still carrying the trait as ‘White Caps’ were bred from these non-visual pairings. 

Visual ‘White Caps’ to Normal Green series birds resulted in visual Blue series (non White 

Cap), and Opaline Green hens, these paired back to Blue series (Non visual White Cap) 

then gave a very high visual result in ‘White Cap’ of about 60%, this being Graeme’s 

assessment. 

When the first of these ‘White Cap’ birds were produced, Graeme gave a couple to a 

backyard breeder not knowing what he had produced. This breeder, in recent times, has 

produced some ‘White Cap’ Greys. Kevin noticed ‘White Caps’ on a visit to Graeme’s and 

was fortunate enough to obtain some to breed with and Kevin was then kind enough to gift 

a couple to Jennie for her to work with. 

The pair that arrived with Jennie, back to Mount Gambier, were both visual ‘White Caps’, 

one being Normal Sky and the other a Spangle Opaline Sky, these produced chicks and we 

were overjoyed to see that a couple were ‘White Caps’. The resultant chicks did not seem 

to have a long life expectancy thus a number of outcrosses occurred quickly to try and 

ensure that the strain remained. Both Graeme and Kevin did not have the same issue; it 

may have been that the birds that arrived at Mount Gambier were a ‘little’ close or not quite 

in breeding condition. 

On pairing non visual to visual, there are now a couple of ‘out crossed’ visual birds to work 

with. There are others that have been paired to non-visuals with no resultant visuals as yet 

thus more ‘proofing’ will be required to fully ascertain breeding possibilities. 

Graeme and Kevin have sent down some further birds that are non-visual that have 

produced this new variety for them and to these two gentlemen Jennie and I cannot thank 

them enough for giving us the opportunity to work with these and the previous pair of birds. 

One interesting occurrence is that we now have a Green with a Yellow Mask and White cap 

– and produced from two blues? The original pairing in fact. 



 

This years breeding (2012 / 2013) has produced White Cap Cobalts and White Cap Greys 

(Normals & Opalines) from White Cap Normals to Normals and Cinnamonwing Greys plus 

a White Cap Spangle sky from a White Cap Light Green Spangle to a Normal non White 

Cap. 

All the pairings were from progeny from the original pair. 

The observation currently is that the White Cap is a variation of the Yellow Faced Blue, the 

cap feathers seem to confirm this as the bottom portion of the pure white outer feather is 

yellow and other features seem to relate to the Golden Face. 

The cap and wing feather ground colour (white) appear to be linked thus if this were the 

case, the Golden and Cream Faced forms of Yellow Faced Blue would by assumption have 

yellow instead of white in the wings, the latter is suggested by some. 

This information is being released to share this new mutation with others and to also see if 

changes are occurring elsewhere in the world of a similar nature. 

It is a bit premature to determine the breeding habits of this variety, noting that it is 

Dominant but other surprises might present. 

I believe the Spangle has something to do with this mutation and other aviaries that I have 

visited recently have changes occurring and all of these go back to the Spangle parentage. 

It is interesting as Roy Aplin of the United Kingdom painted birds similar to these some 

years ago predicting such a change might occur. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hear It From A Vet 
Our Vet contribution this month is from Tauranga based, Dr Martin Earles. He presented, at 

the last Tauranga Bird Club Night, an excellent overview on what to look out for when your 

birds get sick. At this time of the cyclic programme that is bird breeding, there are many 

birds being moved from one breeder to another, one set-up to the other. It is at this time of 

year, and at breeding time, that we run the greatest risk of losing birds. We hope you will 

glean some helpful tips from Martin's article. 

 



 

 

Martin works out of two Tauranga clinics and has 

developed a particular interest in all things avian. He 

has been lucky enough to attend a number of 

Australasian conferences to build upon his growing 

knowledge base around avian patients. He is a 

Novice breeder, a member of the Tauranga Bird 

Club and the Budgerigar Society of New Zealand 

(Inc.) Martin maintains a range of species in his 

collection having had some great success this 

season with his beautiful gouldians. 

  

 

 

 

First Aid for Aviary Birds 
 

Martin Earles 

B. VSc. Massey University  

 

 

 

"Sick bird look" 

  

Recognising a sick bird in the aviary, firstly, requires knowing what is normal for your birds and 

when these normal signs change and become abnormal.  Appetite, behaviours, body condition 

and droppings may change from normal.  Sick birds may hide their illness until they are critically 

ill.  This is called the preservation reflex.  Therefore, it is vitally important to recognise the very 



early signs of illness to give the best chance of survival and recovery.  The more you check your 

birds and the closer you look, the better the chance of detecting something abnormal.  

Sick birds often show typical signs such as: 

• Fluffed feathers – this a sign of hypothermia (low body temperature) 

• Closed eyes 

• Head down 

• Difficulty perching, or bird found on bottom of the aviary or in a food dish. 

• Often called the “sick bird look” 

Also look for abnormal signs such as: 

• Bleeding 

• Lameness 

• Dropped wing 

• Seizures or balance loss 

• Difficulty breathing or head bob (dyspnoea) 

• Straining to pass droppings or an egg 

• Prolapse of cloaca 

• Discharge around face or vent 

Minor, uncomplicated problems such as hypothermia, simple wounds or minor trauma may only 

need first aid treatment, but other more serious problems may require not only first aid 

treatment, but more intense or even veterinary treatment.  Many diseases may present with 

similar signs so ongoing treatment after first aid requires a diagnosis to be made.  

  

What to do if you notice a sick bird: 

1. Catch the bird and put it into a carry cage/box and bring inside.  

o Quick distance assessment before picked up  

▪ Check movement in aviary/breeder cage 

▪ Body position 

▪ Respiratory effort 

▪ Level of responsiveness 

▪ Check any droppings near the bird 

o Usually not that difficult to do when they are sick. 

o Use towel, net or even hands. 

o Be gentle but quick. 

2. Triage (priority of patients’ treatments based on the severity of the problems present).  

o What abnormal signs are present?  

▪ Generalised “sick bird look” 

▪ Specific signs such as bleeding or limb injury that need immediate 

attention 

3. Clinical Examination  

o Be systematic, thorough and quick. 

o Enclosed room with exits closed. 

o Have your First Aid Kit or any items required ready to use. (See later in Bulletin 



for First Aid Kit suggestions) 

o Weigh – digital scales with 1g increments 

o Head  

▪ Eyes, nostrils, cere, ear canals, beak, oral cavity, choana 

▪ Discharges, symmetry, feather loss, blood, colour, plaques/nodules 

o Neck and crop  

▪ Any crop distension?  Is food palpable in crop? 

o Chest   

▪ How much fat cover/pectoral muscles/keel protrusion – ie. body 

condition 

▪ Listen for increase in respiratory noises 

o Abdomen and vent  

▪ Distension of abdomen/coelom?  Masses/lumps? 

▪ Droppings around vent, cloacal prolapse, inflammation of vent 

o Wings  

▪ Bleeding from feathers or skin wounds 

▪ Drooping of wing, asymmetry, fractures 

o Legs  

▪ Lameness – swellings, deformities, tight ring 

▪ Wounds – skin thickening/scale, nails bleeding, ulcers/inflamed areas 

on feet 

4. Address any specific problems  

o Bleeding or wounds – clotting powder nail, pull bleeding quill, antiseptic on 

wounds 

o Lameness – splint fractured lower leg 

o Dropped wing – tape up wing to tail and body 

o Seizures or balance loss – into hospital cage, soft floor, low or no perch, dim 

lighting 

o Difficulty breathing or head bob (dyspnoea) – minimise handling, into hospital 

cage ASAP 

o Straining to pass droppings or an egg – clean vent, treat for egg binding if 

appropriate, treat for parasites if not done recently 

o Prolapse of cloaca – clean with saline and replace ASAP, treat for parasites, 

electrolytes 

o Discharge around face or vent – clean feathers, electrolytes in water in hospital 

cage/box 

5. Put your patient into a hospital box or cage and begin warming to 27 – 30 degrees 

Celsius. 

6. Once warmed up and more stable, then assisted feeding is indicated unless the bird is 

eating OK.  Provide electrolytes (such as Spark by Vetafarm) in drinking water if any 

diarrhoea, vomiting or regurgitation.  An avian critical care formula can by crop fed.  

7. Phone your vet if an emergency situation presents or if bird not responsive to first aid 

treatment in the first hour (see list below). 

  

When to call an avian vet? 

Immediately Same day 



Uncontrolled bleeding 
Loss of balance (not responsive to 

first aid) 
Diarrhoea 

  

Burns Not eating 
Vomiting/regurgitation 

  

Convulsions/seizures - active 
Convulsions/seizures – not 

currently active 

Self-mutilation 

 (sooner rather than later) 

  

Severe breathing difficulty Mild breathing difficulty, sneezing 
Eye irritation 

  

Collapse Lameness 
Sudden swellings 

  

Blood in vomit and/or 

diarrhoea 
Dropped wing – after bandaging 

  

“Sick bird look” - persisting 

after first aid treatment 

  

Known poisoning Known trauma (mild) 
Increased thirst 

  

Moderate/severe trauma 
Continual straining with no egg 

passed after first aid treatment for 

egg binding 
  

Cloacal prolapse     
  

Hospital cage 

In an emergency, any form of cage or box will suffice to be used as a hospital cage.  A show 

cage or similar cage with enclosed sides and only one open side (the front) will be suitable.  A 

specifically designed hospital cage with built in heating (or an incubator) is best.  This ideally 

should be thermostatically regulated to keep the temperature between 27 and 30 degrees.  A 

wire fronted cage with a ceramic heat lamp from the front will be suitable.  A cage in a heated 

room (NOT heated with a wood or gas fire) or a heat mat placed under half of the cage bottom 

are options too.  Simply covering a cage with a blanket or some sort of cover will not warm the 

bird. 

A cold bird should be put into a cage at room temperature and then warmed up over a short 

period of time rather than put into a hot cage from a cooler temperature. 

A light bulb inside a cage will provide heat but this needs to be thermostatically regulated to 

avoid overheating.  The light bulb has the disadvantage of producing light when it provides 

heat.  This light needs to be dimmed to allow resting time for the bird to recover.  A thermometer 

inside the cage or box is required to monitor the temperature. 

Perches should be low down, especially as a weak bird may not be able to climb onto a normal 

perch.  Water and feed dishes need to be at a level that the bird can reach, especially if it is too 

weak to perch.  A water dish also helps to provide some humidity to the hospital cage. 

The cage should be easy to clean and disinfect to prevent cross infection to a future patient.  

F10 SC is a very safe and effective disinfectant to use. 

  

 Feeding 

Provide a selection of normal food to the patient.  Soft food will be tolerated better, especially if 

regurgitation or vomiting has occurred.  A critical care formula such as PolyAid Plus or Avian 

Crittacare by Vetafarm can also be offered in a small dish.  

Often the bird will not eat on its own so crop feeding will be required with one of the critical care 

formulas mentioned above or a well-balanced hand rearing formula.  Food should be freshly 

mixed and warmed to 38-40 degrees before feeding.  Don’t heat in a microwave oven and mix 

well to uniformly spread out the heat in the food mixture.  

Typically, a crop can hold about 5% of the bodyweight of the bird.  Therefore, a 50g budgie crop 



 

could hold up to 2.5mL of food or water.  A bird that hasn’t eaten recently or that is sick probably 

won’t tolerate that volume in its crop initially.    Start with 1mL initially, given slowly and steadily.  

A slightly more dilute mixture may be tolerated better at first.  Stop if any food appears at the 

mouth.  Using your thumb of your hand holding the bird, mild pressure can be placed on the 

neck (oesophagus) as the crop needle is withdrawn to minimise any regurgitation.  

A 14 – 16g crop needle is suitable for a budgie (14g for a larger bird and 16g for a smaller bird). 

Using a small amount of water soluble lubricant on the tip of the crop needle and using a 

twisting motion when inserting it will help.   Aim to gradually increase the volume fed per meal 

until 2-3mL is given 2 to 3 times daily. 

Polyaid Plus also contains electrolytes so extra electrolytes such as Spark added to the drinking 

water is probably not required.  If not using Polyaid Plus then adding Spark to the water at a rate 

of 1mL per 50mL of water is a good idea. 

See, under Tips and Tricks below, a great little First Aid Kit that Martin has suggested as 

perfect for a small set up. 

  

 

 

Edith Turnwald Appears In Local 

Gisborne Newspaper Promoting 

Poverty Bay Club Show 
Thanks to the Gisborne Herald for this article 

BIRDS of a feather will certainly be flocking together, or at least to the Ilminster 

Intermediate school hall this weekend. Feathered friends from afar are travelling to the 

region with their owners to attend the Poverty Bay Bird Club annual show. 

No one is more excited for the event than veteran bird enthusiast and life member of the 

Poverty Bay Bird Club Edith Turnwald. Edith’s backyard features 11 flights, or aviaries 

containing around 200 birds. Ringnecks, cockatoos, budgies, canaries, zebra and 

Bengalese finches and other foreign birds make for a garden more colourful than any flower 

bed could create. 

“I have just gone up to champion status, so this weekend will be hard as I will be competing 

with the best birds in New Zealand,” says Edith. 

To reach champion status, a bird exhibitor must win 10 challenges which means winning 10 

novice section awards. Sections are based on breeds. 

“I am finding it a bit harder now as age is slowing me down and I cannot catch the birds as I 

used to.” 

At 80, Edith still managed to catch 17 of her best birds to show this weekend — hers will 

join another 400 or so. 

“Breeding and finding out which colours you will get out of the birds is something I enjoy 

and it gets you up and about, looking after them every day. 



 

“The shows are fun too because people from all around New Zealand come and it is a 

chance to have a bit of a reunion.” 

With 200 birds it is not surprising that Edith no longer names her pets, but she says if they 

don’t do what they are told “they might get called a bad name”. Her love of birds started 

when a friend gave her an aviary. She started off with budgies, which are still her speciality 

and it progressed from there. This weekend will not be all fun and feathers though — there 

is a family matter at hand. “My son Rodney is entering this show. I did not go up against 

him at the last show but I will this time,” she says. 

Despite the maintenance required to look after so many birds and the amount of food they 

consume — about 10kg of bird feed a week, on top of other nuts and fruit — she says she 

is not ready to quit yet. 

“I will slow down when I fall off the perch myself,” she says. 

 

 

 

AVIARIES GALORE: Edith Turnwald is right at home in her cockatiel aviary, one of 11 in 

her backyard. The 80-year-old has been a part of the Poverty Bay Bird Club for 55 years.  

The Budgie World Beyond Our Shores 
With each edition of the Bulletin we have been including a small section that helps 



 

members of the BSNZ to look further afield than our own backyard. This month we 

feature an interesting discussion that is the topic of intense discussion and 

agreement and dissension in Australia right now. Until a decision is made by the 

ANBC national judges on this issue the current ruling of “the heavier the flecking, 

the heavier the penalty “ stands at all offical shows under the ANBC standard. 

 

 

Flecking on the Show Bench 

 

Sincere thanks to Mark Hawke, who is the Administrator for the BSNSW Facebook 

page, for this interesting up to date information on what is happening in Australian 

budgie circles with respect to the vexed issue of flecking and to Kathy Manton and 

Ann Hand for their timely and helpful article. This issue was also discussed recently 

at the Auckland Budgie Show where Roy Blair from Tasmania presented the latest 

on this issue during the seminar. Roy's statement on this issue was simple: "On the 

subject of flecking - on the show bench no flecked birds, in the breeding room, use 

them to your heart's content."  

 

 

 

There has been much discussion in Australia regarding the 

issue of flecking in the caps of birds on the show bench. The 

above level of flecking would induce a penalty in the 

judging process as proposed.  

 

Starting as soon as agreement can be reached, the ANBC 

Judges panel is talking about disqualifying all birds with 

markings such as those above.   



 

 

Further examples of the style of flecking on the head, across a range of varieties, that would constitute heavy flecking and, 

therefore, disqualification by judges in Australia if these proposed rules were accepted.   

 



 

WORLD BUDGERIGAR ORGANISATION 

  

The twenty fourth meeting of the WORLD BUDGERIGAR ORGANISATION is to be 

held on Friday 27th July 2018 in Bloemfontein, South Africa; commencing at 10am. 

The Agenda for this meeting will include a number of items that will be of interested to New 

Zealand budgie breeders and the following stand out:  

• Feather Problems in Budgerigars:  The Chairman will report on his discussion 

with the Veterinary University in Portugal with regards to the study about French 

Moult/Feather Problems and the procedure, funding and objectives. 

• Colour Standards:  The Executive Committee will present a written standard for 

the Melanistic Spangle (Danish Dominant) to be considered by member societies 

and report back on the Standard for the Japanese Crest (Hagoromo). 

• Subscriptions:  The Executive Committee are recommending that subscription 

rates for the year 2019/2020 to be doubled 2017 fee as below (to subsidise the 

research programme)   

o Number of Members             Annual Fee (£)           Proposed Fee 

  

5000 or above                                     400                  800 

3000 to 4999                                       320                  640 

1000 to 2999                                       200                  400 

500 to 999                                           105                  210 

Less than 500                                     40                    80  

 

 

Tips and Tricks 
 

Back again, in this edition, we present a few tips that may be of use to members young and 

old, experienced and just learning.   

 

 

 

Ring Cutters  

 



 

 

One just never knows when this special wee tool might be a very vital addition to 

the Aviary First Aid Kit! Recently an observant budgie breeder discovered a very 

tight leg ring that had come about due to mites making the leg swell. Without a 

trusty pair of ring cutters, the outcome could have been a lot worse. If you do not 

have a pair in your kit this might be a great time to make a purchase for it is 

surely better to be safe than sorry. Orders for a pair of these cutters can be 

made direct to this e-mail address:  candkbourke@xtra.co.nz  The price is $15 

plus $1.20 postage. Once the order is received you will be advised of the bank 

account number for payments.  

 

 

Avian First Aid Kit Ideas  

 

mailto:candkbourke@xtra.co.nz?subject=Ring%20Cutter%20Order&body=I%20saw%20some%20details%20about%20ring%20cutters%20in%20the%20latest%20BSNZ%20Bulletin.


 

 

 First Aid Kit 

  

PolyAid Plus 

Spark electrolyte concentrate 

Crop needle(s) (14 &) 16g 

Sterile lubricant sachets 

10mm Micropore surgical tape 

Latex/nitrile gloves 

Cotton buds 

Sterile saline ampoules 

Sterile wound dressing (eg. Melolin, Telfa) 

Cohesive bandage (e.g Vetrap) – 5cm (cut 

down to narrower widths as required) 

Scissors 

Torch/light 

Locking surgical forceps 

F10 SC disinfectant 

Clot It wound clotting powder 

Syringes to use for crop feeding – 1 and 

3mL 

Sterile wound swabs 

Notebook and pen 

Antiseptic cream – Flamazine is ideal 

Ring cutters to remove tight rings  

 

Container 

 

A strong sturdy container that can be 

sealed easily is ideal for storing the 

items that you might need in your First 

Aid Kit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Herein some tips from Dr Martin Earles to support his 

article earlier in the Bulletin. 

 

 

   

 

 

TopFlite New VetaFarm Supplier  

 



  

 

  

 

Top Flite is   

 pleased to announce that they will be taking over distribution of the Vetafarm 

range of products in New Zealand as of 13 July, 2018 

 

Vetafarm are one of the world’s leading brands in bird nutrition. TopFlite sees 

that the VetaFarm range of highly specialised pelletised food and nutritional 

supplements as being very complementary to their natural range of quality seed 

and treats. 

 

Please see the official announcement from Vetafarm attached here. 

 

More details regarding range and pricing will be available soon and for all 

Clubs who have seed delivered for their members this will be an outstanding 

addition to what they can offer as a benefit for membership of their Club! 

 

 

  
 

  
 

 

Landcare Research Garden Bird Survey: 
   

This week is the week of the annual Garden Bird Survey and if you have an hour to 

spare this is an excellent way to support the ongoing health of our environment. Go 

to the link here to read more or to locate the tally sheets and online survey forms:  

https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/science/plants-animals-

https://topflite.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e2bdf465a470565b158b0537c&id=9b0c7a618c&e=832e08744b
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/e2bdf465a470565b158b0537c/files/6c62139f-93f4-4b44-86f5-b210f2b3a137/Topflite_Notice.pdf
https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/science/plants-animals-fungi/animals/birds/garden-bird-surveys/taking-part


 

fungi/animals/birds/garden-bird-surveys/taking-part  

Or check out more details about the survey, what it tells us and how you can help 

on their Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/q=nz%20garden%20bird%20survey%202018 

  

 

  

 

 

Auckland Budgie Club Bi-Annual Show  

 

https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/science/plants-animals-fungi/animals/birds/garden-bird-surveys/taking-part
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=nz%20garden%20bird%20survey%202018


 

 

Terry and Linda Patten won Best Budgie at the Auckland 

Budgie Show  

 

Dom Alcock won Best Novice in Show and Runner Up Best 

Budgie at the Auckland Budgie Show  

 

  

 

  

 

The budgie breeders gathered to listen to the seminar and participate in the 

auction of birds.  

 

Copyright © 2018 Budgerigar Society of New Zealand (Inc.), All rights reserved. 

 

  

 


