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Council Chatter
The Council Chatter section of the Bulletin is set up to provide direct
broadcast of information from the Council to financial members of the
Society. If you have any questions please send in a query so that your issues
can be dealt with promptly. We hope that members will find this section of
interest, of support to you, as a breeder of budgerigars and that it will
motivate you to share your own ideas about growing and developing the
Society and the hobby as we move forward, growing our membership and
attracting new members to the hobby.

This Bulletin's Council Chatter
contains the detail on the Seminars
to be held in both Islands in March.
We hope that our judges will support
this series of seminars by their
attendance, and that prospective
judges and BSNZ members in
general will be able to set aside
some time to learn about the judging
process and to upskill for their own
breeding programmes. Read on to
learn more about how you can be
involved!

Kevin O'Callaghan, who will run the
seminars for all Judges in 2019
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As was shared in the last Bulletin, the first of the Judges' Seminars for
2019 will be held on Saturday 16th March 2019. The North Island
Judges' Seminar in Hamilton, will be held at the Distinction Hotel
from 10am until approximately 3pm. Judges from across the North
Island will be required to attend either this Seminar, in Hamilton, or
the one next year in Palmerston North. All interested breeders,
especially those interested in gaining their judges qualifications, are
encouraged

to

attend

either

of

these

seminars.

A South Island Judging Seminar will be held in Christchurch, at the
home of Dave and Fran Goulden, on Saturday 23rd March 2019. Dave
and Fran live at 116 Paige Place, RD8, Christchurch. The times for this
seminar are as for the North Island and all interested members are
warmly encouraged to attend. All judges need to attend either this one
in Christchurch or another one in 2020 in Dunedin, so please make
plans

to

be

there

for

this

one,

if

at

all

possible.

As circulated widely, and discussed with many judges personally, the
Seminars will be conducted by the top Australian Judge, Kevin
O’Callaghan from Queensland. A short introduction to Kevin with
some information about him, was in the last Bulletin for any members
who may have missed these details. Many of you will remember him
from the judging that he has done in New Zealand and others will
know him from having attended Australian National Shows over the

years. He promises to run two excellent Seminars and we hope all
judges and any of you interested will make every effort to be at the
Seminar

scheduled

for

your

island.

As alluded to above and in line with the original intention of the
BSNZ, BS Judges are required to attend one Seminar every 2 years. If
you are unable to attend these Seminars in March 2019, we will be
holding two more in 2020. These next set of meetings are proposed to
be

held

in

Palmerston

North

and

Dunedin.

Please make sure these dates and times are in your March calendars
and plan to be there to learn heaps and to upskill in time for the 2019
Shows!
If you have any inquiries, please contact David Ingoe 0212174439 or
dbingoe@ewc.co.nz
Please send your RSVP NOW to the same phone number above and let
us

know

as

soon

as

possible

that

you

will

be

coming!

President's
Patter
The Council President shares his

thoughts, ideas and updates for
members to hear directly from the
Council President about issues of
interest to you as a breeder and
other important communication with
the full membership: If you have
ideas and thoughts that you think
will benefit the future of our Society
please do not hesitate to contact
Tony Grinter to share and discuss
any and all thoughts and ideas.

Welcome

to

the

first

Bulletin

for

the

year!

Welcome everyone to the new year. I hope that you had an enjoyable and safe holiday
and

that

your

birds

are

all

doing

well.

Our planning is well under way for the judging seminars in Hamilton at the Distinction
Hotel and also in Christchurch which is to be held at Dave and Fran Goulden’s home.
These events will be hosted by Kevin O’Callaghan who is the head of the Judges Panel in
Australia. It will be an invaluable opportunity for all judges/ judge trainees and anyone
wishing to further their understanding of exhibiting their birds and what judges are
looking for in the exhibits on the bench before them. As part of the BS judges
qualification we are requesting that all judges attend at least (one)1 training course

every two (2) years. For next year we are planning to hold the seminars in Palmerston
North and Dunedin to give those unable to attend this year, due to travel issues, the
opportunity to go to a closer venue. It is planned to cover both assessing and ranking
the features and qualities of the birds and also identifying lesser known varieties.
Everyone should now have a good number of chicks growing out in your aviaries and
will have started assessing their potential for the coming show season. Many will be just
starting to moult, and it is incredible how much they develop with each moult. You will
be starting to see great increases in the length of the feathers particularly around the
head and those birds with good directional feather will start to stand out in your flights.
We need to pay attention also to wing carriage as I have noticed a tendency amongst
many birds to drop their wings on the bench which spoils their shape. Over the winter I
had to build a separate flight for the recessive pieds and their crosses that we are
breeding back up to show quality, as Robyn felt that they spoiled the look of the young
birds when she went out to feed them and study their development. It is incredible how
much the recessive pied gene seems to affect the size and style of the birds, even in the
same

nest

the

splits,

seem

to

be

superior

to

the

visual

pieds.

Planning is going ahead well for the AGM and Patronage show and Auction which is
being held in Oamaru in conjunction with the North Otago Club on the 22 and 23 rd of
June. We have Kathy Manton from Australia judging the Champion Birds, while Robyn
Grinter

will

be

covering

the

Novice

birds.

It is time now for anyone who has any suggestions for any changes to the rules of your
society to put forward any remits that you wish to have considered by the members and
also to put your names forward if you wish to stand for any positions on the BSNZ
Council. Remember we are all here for the benefit of the whole hobby and it is not a job
for

those

with

a

personal

agenda.

I look forward to hearing your ideas on how we can further promote the hobby.
Tony
President Budgerigar Society of New Zealand

Grinter

The 2019 Patronage Show and AGM
Further Details
As was circulated to members in the last edition of the Bulletin the
BSNZ Council is pleased to confirm that the North Otago Club, in
Oamaru, has agreed to host the 2019 Patronage Show and Annual
General Meeting of the Budgerigar Society of New Zealand. This will
be held in conjunction with their annual Show on June 22 and 23,
2019.
The judge for the Patronage Show in 2019 is a judge well-known to

some members in the North Island, as she has judged the
Patronage Show in Hamilton in 2014. We warmly welcome her back
to New Zealand and look forward to her input and to her sharing her
knowledge

and

experience

with

us.

Below is a sneak peek at our invited judge and some background
into her life and breeding in her, native, Australia.

Calendar
Fundraiser
Feedback
The Council of the

Budgerigar Society of
New Zealand (Inc.)
would like to say a
very special thanks to
every member of the
Society and of the
Society's Facebook
group for the
outstanding support
that was given to the
Society's calendar
fundraiser. The
support received was
truly excellent and
very much
appreciated. Such
support means that
the Judging Seminars
and Training Days
can be executed
without worry about
the costs involved.
The detail at right
shares with members
some interesting
statistical information
that may be of
interest to all
members.

Female Parakeets Flock to Birds
With Brains
Problem-solving skills appeal
to budgies.
By Jonathan Carey
JANUARY 11, 2019
This article originally appeared on AtlasObscura.com. © Atlas Obscura Inc., reprinted
by special permission.

https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/birds-attracted-tointelligence.amp

Bird brains get mocked a lot. Rather unfairly, too. Birds are, in the words of
Gizmodo, “freakishly smart.” Crows, in particular, are famously intelligent, but even
outside the Corvidae family, our avian pals are constantly surprising us with their
cognitive abilities.
And it turns out we aren’t the only ones who are charmed by their intellect. A new
study from a team of researchers from the University of Chinese Academy of
Sciences and Leiden University in the Netherlands suggests that birds themselves
prefer the company of brainier buddies. Their results are published in Science.
Budgerigars, also known as budgies or parakeets, are nomadic birds that call
Australia home. Their natural habitats are the grasslands and open woodlands,
where you can find them nestled inside the hollow of eucalyptus trees. Their neon
green and blue plumage is unmistakable. Budgies travel in flocks of up to 100 and
can be seen soaring across the countryside skies. The famous ornithologist and artist
John Gould described them as, “the most animated, cheerful little creatures you can
possibly imagine,” even though he also ate them!
Budgerigars belong to the Psittaciformes order, members of which are renowned for
their intelligence. These birds are capable of vocal learning, mimicking, and can be
trained to open boxes. With this innate brain power in mind, the team put their theory
to the test.
"The idea that sexual selection might play a role [in the evolution of cognition] has
been around, but so far there existed only indirect evidence, such as that males are
better at learning a task," says Dr Carel Ten Cate one of the study's authors, in an
email. "However, whether direct observation of a ‘smart’ behavior could affect mate
choice had not been studied,” he adds. “So we worked out a way of how this might
be tested."
Thirty-four male budgies were paired to 17 female counterparts. The researchers
placed the birds together with the female in a two-choice cage. The bird she spent
the most time around was deemed more desirable.
After allowing the female bird to choose her preferred partner, the researchers then

taught the non -desirable bird how to open two devices containing food, a petri dish
and a three-step box — a bird-box if you will, although the budgies weren't
blindfolded.
Each male bird was then placed in a cage, along with the box and petri dish, facing
the female budgie. The females then watched as the formerly less desirable males
successfully solved both puzzles to get food, while the more desirable birds, who did
not receive any training, struggled. After this brainy display, the two males were
placed back together and the female budgie had to choose again.
In almost every instance, the female bird spent more time next to the previously
undesirable budgie. However, when these less desirable birds had free access to
food and did not need to solve a problem, the females opted for the males they were
more attracted to from the onset, even though the preferred birds had no food. This
suggested that it was the ability to solve problems, and not access to food, that
mattered to the female birds.
However, there are other ways of interpreting the behavior of the female budgies.
According to Dr Georg Striedter, of the University of California, Irvine, who published
an analysis of the study in the same issue of Science, the female birds could have
been attracted to the strength of the males. "We pointed out that the females may not
have realised that the males were solving a complex problem," writes Striedter in an
email. "Maybe the females just thought the males were very strong (i.e., brawny)."
Female budgerigars incubate, brood, and feed their young after hatching, while
males take care of foraging and bringing back food, hence why solving a problem for
food was so attractive. The seeds that budgies eat are plentiful across their range
and throughout their habitat. However, if rain becomes scarce, seeds could become
a rarity requiring some unique foraging skills to obtain.
"If droughts in their natural habitats last long, such seeds are depleted and they
search for other foods in other environments,” says Ten Cate. “This may require
exploring and extracting hidden foods. The abilities that budgies may have to cope
with such critical bottlenecks in their life will then determine their survival."
While birds have evolved over time to strut, pose, and show off the goods to attract
mates, the ability to bring home the seeds can be just as attractive and life-saving as
a dreamy plumage.

Show Cage Training - Tips From
Breeders Around the Country
Kerriann

Pinnell

-

Novice

Breeder,

Dunedin

Bird

Club

I start training my birds about two weeks before a show.
The birds are placed in a show cage with cardboard slanted from the cage

1.

front down to the floor at the back. The cardboard is uncomfortable to sit on
so designed to be unpleasant.
2.

I also attach a sheet of clear acrylic to the inside of the cage front. This is
supposed to prevent the birds from climbing all over the cage front.

3.

Golf balls can also be used on the cage floor (enough to cover the floor, but
still allowing the golf balls to move around)

Once they learn to stay off the front, I put the drinker in position.
•

Birds start their training spending one hour in the show cage.

•

On Day 2 they spend two hours

•

Day 3 they spend three hours and so on until they spend a night in the cage.

•

Up until the overnight stay, seed is supplied in a regular seed dish hung on the
cage front. During their overnight stay, seed is supplied on the cage floor, as
for a show.

The birds are sprayed in a holding cage once a day, using a spray bottle filled with
warm water and a few drops of baby shampoo. I do not spray them in the show cage
so

that

they

do

not

associate

the

show

cage

with

being

sprayed.

Curtis Beaumont - Novice Breeder, Dunedin Bird Club
•

I usually start them off with their show cage training with a show cage
attached to the baby cage that they can hop in and out of at free will to allow
then to familiarise with the show cage.
• Then, once they are older, I put them in show cages in a V formation so they
can see other birds.
• If they don't perch well, I will either turn the cage upside down which forces
them to perch as the floor is now angled,
• or I fill the bottom with golf balls. Both methods work well.
• I do this for maybe 1 hour at a time until they are comfy in the show cages.

Phil Hill - Champion Breeder in Partnership with Graeme Earles
Tauranga Bird Club

•

I use cardboard to cover the front of the cage. I have the cardboard high
enough that the bird has to stand up straight to see over the top.

•

I also move the cage around a lot just like a judge would. Sudden
movements like they would get when someone moves past the cage.

•

I wear my hat and sometimes don't, when I am working with the show
team, as you never know what judges are going to do.

•

I use a judging stick, Swiss judging stick, tap the wires, run my finger along
the front, all different techniques used by judges. The plan is to hopefully
get the bird used to every scenario.

•

I take them for rides in the car too

Dom Alcock - Novice Breeder, Auckland Met. Bird Club
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Six weeks before the show, the “show team” is chosen and those birds come
inside the bird room into stock cages with one pair of birds per cage.
The first weekend the birds are put into the stock cages they are thoroughly
washed using baby shampoo in the water.
The birds are then sprayed heavily with warm water every 3rd day –
preferably in the morning.
After four weeks of heavy spraying, the birds are misted lightly with warm
water every 3rd day.
The Saturday before the show, the bird’s heads are given a good rub to
remove any pinfeathers and the Sunday before the show the birds are given
a full body and head wash.
Starting on the Monday before the show, de-spotting starts and all birds will
be completely finished by the Thursday.
On Friday morning each bird's tail is dipped in hot water and the birds are
placed into the show cage.
When the birds come home
Care of the birds once they come home - The birds are placed back into the
same stock cage, with grit, fresh seed, a small dish of plain hulled oats and
millet sprays.

Hear About A Vet at Work
Dr Hamish Baron
BVSc (Hons) MANZCVS (Avian Health)

Our Vet contribution this month is from our Australian Vet connection, Dr Hamish
Baron. Last week he worked with a bird whose wings had been inappropriately
trimmed causing a wound that required surgery.
It is interesting to learn about the type of work that avian vets get up to over the
course of their working week, so this article was already shared in the Budgie Society
Facebook group. It is shared again, here, for the interest of all members.

LARRY GETS NEW WINGS
Larry, the galah, came in with a nasty wound that had unfortunately resulted from his
wings being over-clipped, leading to Larry not being able to land safely. Unfortunately, we
see this scenario all too commonly in our practices. Lucky for Larry, Dr Hamish was on the
case!
After repairing his large wound which extended from one side of his tail to the other,
Hamish also performed an imping procedure to replace some of his missing flight feathers
to prevent any further accidents and provide Larry with the confidence to glide to the
ground without crashing. Members will recall a previous article about feather imping, that
appeared in our Bulletin.
In this case a falcon's feathers were used and adapted to be a suitable length for Larry, as
we didn’t have enough galah feathers in our feather bank.

Larry is now on the road to recovery, with a beautiful set of kestrel feathers to help him on
his way!
Please share this message so people realise how important appropriate wing clipping is. If
you need to clip your bird's wings, please consult your local vet who can help you to prevent
these sorts of injuries happening to our feathered friends.

Larry helping show his wing clip. His primary and secondary feathers had been clipped,
which meant that when he fell, he was unable to support his body weight and crashed to
the floor, causing his tail base injury.
These injuries are unfortunately relatively common and are sometimes seen in conjunction
with fractured legs or injuries to the keel bone, resulting in fractures or split skin where the
birds hit the floor.
This is a great reason to consult a knowledgable source when considering getting your
bird's wings clipped!

Here is Larry with his new kestrel implants. He surely does look a little unusual but the
wonder of it all is that he will be able to stay safely flying until his own feathers regrow.
Once his new flight feathers are ready to come they will push the implanted kestrel feathers
out and regrow as usual in the right order for him to have a whole new set of his own
feathers. The lesson here is for all bird owners to learn the art of wing clipping so that hand
raised or indoor birds of all kinds are saved from injuries caused by poor landings!
Please see near the end of the Bulletin for the calcium products available through Top Flite, the major sponsor of the Budgerigar
Society of New Zealand Inc.

Junior Member Profile
Dominic Vautier, Tauranga Bird Club

My name is Dominic and I am 12 years old. I go to Waihi College in the Bay of
Plenty. I like breeding budgies because they are not too expensive but there is a lot
of competition in showing them. I also enjoy breeding them as you never know what
you are going to get. Me and my Dad recently made a new aviary which is pretty
awesome, as you can see in the photo of me standing in the doorway.
In the other photo, I am with a magpie which I found dangling from a tree and he fell
out just in front of me. This was on my brother's birthday, 27 September, 2018.
Anyway, I took him home and put him in my aviary as the budgies were in the
breeding cages. I fed him bugs and soaked cat food biscuits and after a bit I let him
fly around the house and left food outside. Now he comes and goes. Yesterday I
didn't see him until after lunch.I just went outside to feed him. I taught him when I
whistle it's time for food. So I ran into the paddock and whistled and he swooped me!
That way I got a photo of him to use here.

Tips and Tricks For All
This section of the Bulletin is designed to contain suggestions of products that
are useful in the care of your birds. This edition we remind members of an
excellent treatment for Scaly Face Mite in budgies. We also have an example
of the paddles that many members use in their show cage training. Any

questions and queries please let us know!

Avimec is a Vetafarm product that is very
efficient on the treatment of scaly face
mite in budgerigars.

Avimec is a topical ‘drop on’ liquid for the treatment
of Scaly Face Mite (Knemidokoptes pilae) in
budgerigars.Avimec is for external use only and is
safe to use in conjunction with food additives and
supplements and with other oral medications.
Dosage and administration: Birds less than 30g
body weight apply 1 drop, Birds between 30-100g
body weights apply 2 drops. Repeat application
weekly for three doses. Place drops on an
unfeathered area of skin.
Treat all birds in the aviary. Full recovery may take
up to 6 weeks.
Avimec is available through TopFlite, so you can
now order through your Club and help to support
your Club fundraising efforts at the same time!

Show Cage Training
Paddles
Many experienced exhibitors use these
home-made paddles during the show
cage training process. The paddle is
placed between the bars of the show
cage for birds that are demonstrating
reluctance to remain on the perch. If
three or four are used strategically in
the cage, the bird cannot easily sit on
the floor of the cage. If the bird does
escape to the floor the paddle can
easily be raised and the bird gently
encouraged to perch correctly!
Over time the paddles can slowly be
removed during the time in the cage
and the bird will have learnt that the
perch is the best place to be when in
the show cage.
The paddles are made using left-over
plywood from a bigger project or any
other timber of a width that can easily
fit between the vertical bars on the
show cage. A jigsaw is needed to make
the pattern. If you need an exemplar
please contact the Bulletin Editor who
can point you in the right direction.

The
Budgerigar
Society of
NSW

The BSNSW Annual
Show was scheduled

for Sunday 27
January, 2019 to be
held at the St Mary's
in their War Memorial
Hall. With promises of
air conditioning, cash
prizes and an auction
all in a great location,
it was a much
anticipated event.
With the extreme heat
experienced in
Australia over the
Australia Day
weekend the Show
had to be postponed.
Although we are
experiencing high
temperatures here
just now, at least it is
not our Show season!

The grey green spangle above was a bird bred by
our Patronage Show judge, Kathy Manton, and her
husband Ian and it was one of the birds entered in
the auction at the postponed BSNSW Show.

COM Mondial 2019 - The Netherlands

25000
birds

26
countries

3000
contributors

The Netherlands was proud to welcome 3000 contributors at the most important bird
festival in the world, the Mondial!
Thousands of breeders of cage and aviary birds from all over the world meet
annually at the Mondial to meet each other, compare birds and exhibit birds, hoping
to win a prestigious prize - the ultimate crown on a breeding season. This year there
were 300 budgerigars entered over two sections.
In 2019, from January 10-13, it was the honour of the Netherlands to organize de
Mondial on behalf of Confédération Ornithologique Mondial. The executive
organisation was in the hands of the “Nederlandse Bond van Vogellliefhebbers”
(NBvV), with 25.000 members probably the largest bird association in the world.

The book ‘Avian Cognition’, published in June 2017, is the first multi-author book to
provide a comprehensive treatment of the cognitive abilities of birds and how they
compare to those of other animals. Carel ten Cate, professor of animal behavior at the
Institute of Biology, and Susan D. Healy (St Andrews University, United Kingdom) are
the editors. The article above about hen budgies attraction to birds with good problemsolving skills, was co-written by one of the editors, Carel ten Cate.
Counting chicks and social ravens:
The cognitive abilities of birds are remarkable and frequently make the headlines in the

news: day-old chicks have a sense of numbers, parrots can make and use tools, and
ravens have sophisticated insights in social relationships, to mention just a few. Birds
split off from dinosaurs some 100 million years ago and have brains that differ
considerably from those of mammals. However, researchers discover more and more
that many abilities of birds are comparable to advanced abilities in primates.
Full range of avian cognitive abilities:
In this book, a range of experts from all over the world provide first-hand insights into
the full range of avian cognitive abilities, the mechanisms behind them and how they are
linked to the ecology of the species. The chapters also give attention to how the findings
in birds relate to the cognitive abilities of other species, including humans. The book is
meant for students and researchers interested in the current state of avian cognition
research, its key questions and appropriate experimental approaches.

TopFlite Is New Zealand's Exclusive
VetaFarm Products Supplier

Top Flite has been supplying New Zealand consumers with

VetaFarm
products for four months now and this is an enormous benefit for
members of Bird Clubs in New Zealand. If your Club is not selling
TopFlite seed, you need to introduce the concept,so that you can have
your Veta Farm products delivered alongside your monthly seed
order. This is an outstanding benefit for members of Federation Bird
Clubs and is a real incentive for bird breeders to join local Clubs.
Vetafarm are one of the world’s leading brands in bird
nutrition. TopFlite sees that the VetaFarm range of highly specialised
pelletised food and nutritional supplements as being very
complementary to their natural range of quality seed and treats.

Budgerigar Colour Breeders' Society
The Colour Breeders' Society 2019 SHOW and SEMINAR os less than five
months away:
This event will be held on 22 and 23 June 2019 at the Distinction Hotel, Garnett
Ave, Hamilton.
Judge:
We are very pleased to announce that Mr. James Bader from Victoria, Australia will
be the judge and speaker. James will be known to some of you having previously
judged in New Zealand.
James is an Australian National Budgerigar Council accredited judge and is an active
member of the Budgerigar Council of Victoria.
James is part of the Bader and Turnbull Partnership which has had success on the
show bench in recent times.
This year there will be a very fine Jane Adams sculpture on offer for Novice
Breeders:
Supreme Novice Exhibitor Award 2019:
The Novice Exhibitor at our 2019 show who achieves the most points from their
birds which place in the Novice Top 10 Any Age and the Novice Top 10 CYCR will
win outright a beautiful sculpture of a budgerigar by Jane Adam.

Copyright © 2019 Budgerigar Society of New Zealand (Inc.), All rights reserved.

