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Council Chatter 
In this Bulletin we highlight some existing initiatives and some planned ideas 

for your interest and comment. Please do contact the Secretary, in writing, 

with YOUR thoughts and ideas on how your Council can support you in your 

breeding programme, develop its level of patronage for the 2018 Show 

season and so forth. 

 

 

The Council Chatter section of the Bulletin is set up to provide direct 

broadcast of information from the Council to the members of the Society. If 

you have any questions please send a query in the Comments section so that 

your issues can be dealt with promptly. We hope that members will find this 

section of interest, of support to you, as a breeder of budgerigars and that it 

will motivate you to share your own ideas about growing and developing the 

Society as we move forward.  
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1. 2018 Patronage Show and Annual General 

Meeting: 

 

Our special Patronage Show will be hosted, this year, by the Levin Club. It will be held at 

the Horowhenua Event Centre, Victoria Street, Levin. The dates for this Show are 19-20 

May 2018 

The Judges are:   Novice:  Brian Townsend and Champion: Derek Poole from 

Tasmania. Derek has previously judged here on two occasions and brings great expertise to 

the judging team. Please pop this Show and the dates in your showing calendar now and 

see if we can make this a really successful Show. The Annual General Meeting will be held 

at 11am on the Sunday morning of the Show. If you have any ideas for Remits do begin to 

formulate these now. Prior to the AGM there will be an open seminar on judging. This 

seminar will start at 8.30am and conclude at 10.30am. After a short break we will roll on 

into the AGM at 11am. More details on the seminar will be distributed later as will all the 

material that is needed for the AGM.  

  

3.  Auction of Birds: 

 

This year's BSNZ Auction will be held after the judging on the Saturday. The Council would 

appreciate members offering pairs of budgies for the sale this year. Graeme Earles (a 

Council member) will be the auction co-ordinator for 2018 so if you have a pair of birds 

you would like to offer for the Auction start planning now so that when you are contacted it 

will make things faster and more efficient. If you are keen please contact Graeme Earles 

directly (shegrae@gmail.com)  

 

 

4. Stewarding Certificates with a view to 

Judge Training: 

 

If you are someone interested in training to become a judge please make sure that any of 

the stewarding appointments that you have completed thus far, have the paperwork 

completed and sent into the Society Secretary before this Show season begins. If you are 

interested in completing a stewarding exercise this season please contact the Club where 

you wish to steward and make sure the paperwork is onsite and completed by the judge 

before the end of the day. Then send the completed paperwork into the Secretary. If you 

mailto:shegrae@gmail.com?subject=Budgie%20offer%20for%20the%20BSNZ%20Auction


 

have already started please contact Chris, and let her know where you are up to. These 

forms and paperwork will be in a booklet format this year and they are available through 

the BSNZ Secretary (chris@keyproperty.co.nz) 

   

 

 

5. Sponsorship Possibilities: 

 

The Council is always looking for ways to improve their income stream to provide 

improved sponsorship for members through Club Shows and the Patronage Show and, this 

year, would like to offer more opportunities for trainee judges to travel the country and to 

Australia for more training. If you, or your company, have an interest in supporting this 

initiative please contact the Secretary to discuss your ideas. In the meantime we continue 

to sincerely appreciate the ongoing support of TopFlite who are a major sponsor of the 

Budgerigar Society.  

  

 

 

President's Patter 
The Council President shares his thoughts, ideas and updates for members to hear 

directly from the Council President about issues of interest to you as a breeder and 

other important communication with the full membership: 

 

mailto:chris@keyproperty.co.nz?subject=Stewarding%20and%20Judge%20Training


 

Welcome everyone to the New Year. I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable holiday 

and everything is going well with your birds. It’s been so hot lately that the birds have 

been asking for air-conditioning or at least a fan in the aviary. It is in weather like this 

that we need to be extra vigilant to maintain the humidity in the nests, if you are still 

breeding, as the eggs will not hatch if they dry out too much. it is important to also be 

treating your bird rooms and nests for mites as they become a greater problem in these 

weather conditions. We have been using Diatomaceous Earth powder in and around the 

breeding shed. This is a natural powder that is non-toxic to the birds but some people 

have found it to be effective in eliminating parasites. It can even be used to treat for 

internal parasites by adding in small quantities to the food. (see under Tips and Tricks for 

more information on this product) 

 

You must have all bred your stormers for the show season by now and be watching them 

develop with high expectations for the upcoming show season. Remember that we are 

going back to showing CYCR (for our newer members these letters stand for Current 

Year Closed Ring) birds again so you can only show birds with 2017 rings on them in 

this class. All older birds will need to be shown in the adult classes (AA). We have also 

relaxed the requirement for Novice Adult birds to be BBE, but please be sensible about 

the birds that you show as many exhibitors have lost all of their novice credits within 

the first couple of years and then find that they are not ready for the competition in the 

champion section and become disheartened and end up leaving the hobby. So give 

yourself time to learn how to consistently breed quality birds before moving to 

Champion by endeavouring to only show birds that you have bred yourself in your own 

set up. 

 

We have a few people wanting to start their stewarding training, so they need to contact 



 

the clubs and the judges involved, that they wish to do some stewarding exercises with, 

and arrange to do them. If the clubs or the judges don’t know that you are coming, you 

may not be able to steward and, therefore, you may not be able to do the training. This 

also applies to the couple of trainee judges who are wishing to gain their BS 

qualification. If anyone wants more information, or the documentation for these 

exercises, please contact Chris, our Society Secretary and she will happily forward the 

paperwork that you need. Remember that you need to take along to the show the 

assessment form for the judge to fill out and send back to the club. While I am on the 

subject of Judges training, we have an assessment form that we will be sending out very 

soon to all of the judges and trainees, that is a modified form of the questionnaire that is 

used in Australia for their own judges training. This will be in the form of an open book 

test that we would like all judges to fill in and return. This is intended more as an 

exercise to upskill everyone, so that we can provide better and more consistent results 

for exhibitors. 

 

Our Patronage Show and AGM are set now to be held at the Levin Show on the 19th and 

20th of April. I realise that this is earlier than is ideal for any of us but with the 

Federation not allowing a free weekend in the middle of the show season for specialist 

clubs to hold an independent show and or AGM, we are forced to work with a club that 

is prepared to assist us with a venue and Levin have offered their services. It was a 

shock to hear of Merv Johnson’s passing, but I am sure that the show will still be a great 

success. This means that it is time for everyone to consider any remits that you would 

like to have considered at the AGM and send them to Chris (chris@keyproperty.co.nz) 

so that we can include them for consideration. It is also time to consider if you want to 

put your name forward to stand on the council. We especially need a new member from 

the South Island with Mike Hannan standing down after many years of service to the 

council. It will be sad to see him go. 

 

I think that I have exhausted my limited typing skills for now and look forward to 

catching up with everyone at the shows during the upcoming Show season. 

 

Regards to all 

Tony Grinter 

President  
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Letters to the Editor 
We are hoping to add a section to the Bulletin where questions to the Vet, the 

Council or just general interest questions can be included, where the answers 

to those questions would interest all members. If you have any questions 

please send them in and we can include your query in the Bulletin for the 

interest and education of all members. 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

  

   

 

Around the Clubs 
If you have budgie related details from your local Club it would be interesting 

to share this Club news in our Bulletin. This month we thank the Tauranga 

Bird Club for sharing the some images from from their recent Aviary Ramble.  

 

 

Tauranga Bird Club Summer Aviary 

Ramble  

 



 

 

A few Tauranga Bird Club members enjoying a day of camaraderie and friendship on their recent Aviary Ramble. The camera-

shy members are behind the cameraman trying to stay out of the way!!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tauranga Bird Club had 25 members attend the Ramble to visit the aviaries of 

canary, zebra finch, a variety of hook beaks and budgie breeders. Novice budgie 

breeder, and BSNZ member Deon Van Niekerk, opened his aviary up to share with 

other Club members a couple of innovative ideas with respect to his sprinkler system 

for keeping his birds cool in this hottest summer for 100 years in the Bay, and the 

nifty mechanism he has designed to block off the outside flight from the inside flight. 

His set up proved especially fascinating to one brand new member who is interested 

in breeding and showing budgies. She learnt so much about the varieties within the 

budgerigar species and was delighted to begin her budgie learning journey. This 

Club has a budding BSNZ member in the development stages, being actively 



 

mentored by other budgie breeders in the Club.  

 

 

 

Member Contribution: Hamish 

Baron offers his thoughts on a topic 

dear to his heart and one that many 

breeders, across New Zealand, have 

embraced.  
 

This month we thank Hamish Baron for his comments around the importance of 

helping to breed the rare varieties. If you have thoughts around this topic please send 

us some feedback OR if you have already begun to include some of the rarer 

varieties in your breeding set up send us an article with images to share with the 

membership. 

  

 

The Importance of Rare Varieties in New Zealand 

  

 

I normally write about health and disease related issues in this bulletin, but today I am going to 

take a bit of a different angle and write about another topic that I am very passionate about. 

That is, the importance of rare varieties in our aviaries. 

  

First, many members, especially those new ones will wonder, “what is a rare variety?” for the 

purpose of this article, a rare variety is anything that is not a mainstream budgerigar colour 

(normal greens, greys, yellowfaces and blues). The reason I think that these rares are so 

important is simple.: 

  

If we don’t pay them some attention, we risk losing them forever. 

  

Why do we risk losing them? Many of these varieties are recesive or sex-linked, and unlike the 

opaline or cinnamon sex-linked genes, the rare varieties invariably get lost amoungst the 

normal birds, and gradually fade away. There are a number of varieties that were in New 

Zealand when I first started in budgies as a 12 year old, that are no longer here or are 

exceptionally difficult to find and to me, this is a real shame. 

  

Like many of you, the reason I love the budgerigar is because of the huge range of colours and 

varieties, and that little bit of uncertainty when the chicks begin to feather up and not quite 

knowing what you might end up with! Many breeders get into budgies because they are 



attracted to a specific colour – violets and yellowfaces spring to mind. Once they decide that 

they want to breed birds to exhibit, what is the first piece of advice they are given as a novice? 

To get two good pairs of grey greens or light greens from a top breeder and start a solid 

foundation of normal birds. 

  

So, my question to you is this: Are we doing the hobby and the budgie in New Zealand a 

disservice by not encouraging and fostering rare varieties on the show bench? With no birds 

being allowed into New Zealand (currently and in the foreseeable future), if we lose these birds 

into the abyss that is the recessive gene pool, it will just be by pure chance that we get them 

back. 

  

The challenge therefore is to have knowledgeable and experienced breeders who are working 

on establishing and cementing these birds as commonplace on the exhibition scene.  It is 

certainly not a rapid process and it is definitely not easy -- but these are the challenges that 

make the hobby most enjoyable for our partnership. Taking a variety that is rarely, if ever, seen 

on the bench or in aviaries and growing that variety, in size, status and competition and 

watching them flourish in other aviaries is a really satisfying feeling. There are a number of 

champion breeders out there who have already taken up the challenge and texas clearbodies, 

recessive pieds, lacewings, fallows and albinos are being nurtured back to show standard in 

many aviaries from up north to the deep south. 

  

How do you resurrect a rare variety? 

  

▪ Find a variety that you think is attractive to you and that is rare in aviaries and on the 

show bench 

▪ Learn everything there is to know about that variety, learn its history, the genetic 

inheritance, the best way to breed more of them visually. In short, become the New 

Zealand expert in that variety. 

▪ Allocate a small number of cages each year to producing that variety and growing your 

stock numbers. 

▪ Find the rare variety that you are interested in – this, is often much more challenging 

that you might think. Search in pet stores, on Facebook, on Trademe and keep an eye 

out at shows as to might own that variety. Ask other members and consult the BSNZ 

website with a list of breeders breeding a rare variety. 

▪ Finally, work with them, it takes years and it is often very difficult to see the light at the 

end of the tunnel, especially when you are breeding tiny little budgies and you’re used 

to having quality birds in your aviary. But persevere. 

  

Lastly, and most importantly – a lesson from someone who learnt the hard way. Don’t allocate 

all of your best birds to improving the rare variety that you are working with. In fact, pair your 

best birds to one another and then pair the best of the rest to your best rare cock or hen – do 

this each year for a number of years and you will notice the progress that you have made. 

  

One final lesson: take photos of where you started. This is one of my biggest regrets with our 

Texas Clearbody line – I do not have a reference point, except in my head, about the quality of 

the birds that we started with 12 years ago and I would love to be able to put a photo of the 

original founding bird next to the chicks from this season and to say with a simple satisfaction 



 

that we have improved the variety and hopefully the hobby is richer because of it. 

  

If there is anyone that is reading this and thinks they’d like to try and breed some rares, but 

doesn’t know where to start, here is a list of some rares that might you might be interested in – 

google them and decide which one you like the most: 

  

▪ Fallows 

▪ Clearwings (if you can find them – I suspect they are already extinct in New Zealand, 

but there are some reports of them appearing in petstores every now and then). 

▪ Lacewings 

▪ Albinos 

▪ Dilutes 

▪ Recessive pieds 

▪ Texas clearbodies 

▪ Greywings 

  

If you’re looking for a new and exciting challenge, perhaps a rare variety is for you. Can you 

even begin to imagine the joy of winning a Show with a fallow or a lacewing or a recessive pied 

some day! That would, indeed, be a red letter day! 

 

 

 

 

On the left see a fallow chick of the first generation from a pet sized bird. On the right 

a couple of grey green texas clearbody chicks just out of the breeding cage.  

 

 

Member Contribution: Robyn 



 

Grinter Shares the Progress of the 

Grinter Partnership with Recessive 

Pieds 
 

As a follow up to Hamish Baron's opinion contribution above, here is an article from 

an experienced breeder outlining the progress being made with the recessive pied 

variety. If you have thoughts around this topic please send us some feedback OR if 

you have already begun to include some of the rarer varieties in your breeding set up 

send us an article with images to share with the membership. We would LOVE to 

hear from you about your success of otherwise with a rare variety. 

  

 

Our Venture Into Recessive Pieds 

  

I have been asked to write this for you and I really feel it is a bit early in the process. As I 

said when I started, it would be a 10-year project and I still believe that.  It may even take 

longer to get them to a standard we are happy with on the show bench. 

We built our lutinos up over time, by constantly crossing lutino to green - a bright coloured 

green rather than dull and rarely put lutino to lutino. We did breed lutino to split, though, 

which we don’t intend to do with the recessive pieds for a while. The lutinos, or certainly 

the greens off them, have, for years been amongst out top green birds. For this reason, we 

are using the same principal with the recessive pieds as it is our belief that the reason they 

have not improved, as far as the show standard goes, over the years is simply because 

people have not made a commitment to do so. 

We had a job getting any to start with as breeders simply did not have any available. The 

first one we managed to acquire, probably about six years ago, never bred, so off he went to 

the pet shop. We bought him off a private add on Trademe. 

I had not tried hard to get some recessive pieds but it was always on my mind that I would 

do it one day. Back in 2015, a South Island breeder offered to sell us one if we were still 

after some. So we brought him home, and because I didn’t want to just start with one bird 

(didn’t want to cross siblings together), I bought two more at the pet shop when I was up at 

the Auckland National that year. 

We duly crossed those to 3 blue series hens. We made the decision to just stick to blue 

series as they are generally easier to get rid of at the pet shop and that is where a lot of the 

offspring will be going for a number of years, I think. We sold the pet shop birds back to the 

pet shop after the breeding season, as they had done their job. We had planned to keep the 

breeder's bird another year, but sadly he managed to break his neck one evening out in the 

aviary so that was the end of him. The following season we crossed pairs of split recessive 

together. As well, we bought 3 more recessive pieds off another breeder and crossed those 

to three of our hens. Now, we like to use the best we have left in the blue series, after we 

have worked out our main pairings, for these crosses rather than cull birds. In fact, this 

season gone we used a couple before we finished working out our other pairs because we 



 

realised we would not have enough blue series birds left otherwise. We had some very 

young blues, but wanted to pair the recessives ideally at the start of the season, so we can 

cull them around Easter time. This makes a bit more room in the aviary for our “good 

birds” that we want to run on. 

The split pairs we put together this season were in some ways not a year advanced any 

further than the previous years split pairs because they were first crosses too. We didn’t 

breed as many recessives this year, either, which is frustrating, but we will just have to 

make do. One thing we have noticed is, they do improve in time as the recessives we bred 

last season look a lot better than they did as youngsters. I know all birds do but it is more 

noticeable in them we feel. So, I am hoping the babies we bred this season will do the same, 

as we are not over the moon happy with them but they are stepping stones and we will 

carry on with them. None of them have even moulted yet so the pictures of the recessives 

are of young un-moulted birds. 

One thing of note is that the recessive to normal pairs we put together this year have 

definitely produced a marked improvement in the splits they have produced over the 

previous two years splits, but that is the next generation on, so it should. This coming 

season we will pair three or four pairs of splits again together and probably three pairs of 

recessive to normal again. We have bred four but will probably keep one as a spare. Last 

season we bred eight recessives. The parents killed two of them, though, and we lost 

another during the season sadly. I had only planned on four pairs of normal to recessive 

this past season but had lost one of the adult hens we had to a recessive cock. The eggs were 

full and one hatched but it died after a few days. I think the hen just wasn’t right as we lost 

her a few weeks later. So we have just paired that cock to another hen, now, and decided I 

may as well use another hen I kept as spare because her sister threw some lovely babies and 

they were off what I considered the best of the split pairs from the year before. Fortunately, 

the hen we have used was kind to her babies so fingers crossed her sister is too. We have 

produced a lot of pet shop stock though and that is one down-side (or maybe up depending 

on how you look at it.) I do cull some of these out of the nest, especially from the split pairs 

together as all I really want are the recessive pieds from them. We got a few nice violets off 

the split pairs this year, though, so are running them on to see how they turn out. We may 

put one back to a recessive although I am sort of breaking my rule doing this as I say I put 

the best I can spare to them. Still, we will see how it works out. But I am sure we will have 

better birds from our other pairs than the violets. We have used a range of colours but all 

blue series, including spangles and yellow face birds, sky, cobalt, violet and grey.We have 

them in normal and opaline too. I am not sure I will carry on long term using spangles but 

for now it won’t hurt as I don’t have a huge number of blue series birds, so it is as well to 

use them. Makes for an interesting variety of pet colours if nothing else. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hear It From A Vet 
This month Dr Colin Walker from Victoria, Australia contributes his thoughts on the 

whole topic of fertility and the issue of dead in shell. This article appeared in 

Australia's National Clearwing Newsletter produced by the Clearwing Budgerigar 

Society of Australia Inc. Sincere thanks to Dr Walker and to the CBSA for permission 

to reprint this article. 

 

In order to ensure we have a range of helpful advice and professional opinion, we 



 

have been able to get support from three different Vets, who all breed birds, to 

submit articles for the education and enjoyment of our members. This month we 

head to our near neighbours for a helpful article that we hope will help you all. If you 

have any questions or comments about any article, as they appear in your Bulletin, 

please send us a Letter to the Editor so that your query might assist other breeders 

as well.  

 

 

 

Why Fertile Eggs Fail to Hatch 
 

Colin Walker 

Author: "The Flying Vet's Pigeon Health and Management" 

Vet, Knox Bird Clinic, Victoria, Australia  

  

 



 

 

Some examples of what eggs look like at different stages of development or 

embryonic death 

Special thanks to Mark Hawke for this image  

BUDGERIGAR BREEDERS often comment on fertile eggs, which fail to hatch 

because the chicks die during incubation. There are a number of reasons for these 

failures, which will be discussed below. 

 

In the first few days chick death is usually due to inadequate incubation. This can be 



from half hearted or intermittent sitting by the hen and subsequent low incubation 

temperatures or excessive jarring of the egg that fatally damages either the chick, or 

the yolk; this is sometimes caused by the breeder when hand-checking the eggs but 

seldom by the birds themselves. Finally, the other possible causes are a genetic fault 

and a bacteriological infection. Eggs that die at this time are addled. 

Towards the end of incubation, chicks usually die as a result of hatching problems. 

As the 18th day of incubation approaches, and the hatching process commences, 

there are a number of things that can happen which will prevent successful hatching. 

Chicks that die at this time are dead in shell. 

For the period between the beginning and the end of incubation, the chick is growing 

and developing and it is this time when nutritional needs and exposure to infection 

become significant, as any problem with either, will result in death for the chick. 

 

Embryonic Death at the Start of Incubation: 

With deaths early in incubation, the egg is, in fact, fertile but the embryo is poorly 

developed. The usual cause is poor incubation causing the egg to become cold after 

development has started. Possible causes include improper nesting material, 

excessive interference by the aviculturist, inadequate control of nest mites, 

overcrowding in the aviary, old arthritic birds, poor nest-box design, competition with 

other birds within the aviary, poor parenting, nest box which is too hot, too cold or 

poorly ventilated and external disturbances.  

Eggs are also very vulnerable to vibration type injuries early in incubation. Shaking or 

jarring the egg can kill the developing embryo either directly or by rupturing the yolk. 

This is of particular relevance when eggs are being transferred for fostering. Embryos 

that are unlucky enough to have genetic abnormalities also usually die early in 

incubation. Genetic problems are more likely to occur with inbreeding. 

 

Deaths from Days 4 to 14 of Incubation: 

This is the longest period of the incubation process and yet it is the time when least 

deaths occur. The embryo is simply growing. The growing chick receives its nutrition 

from the yolk and deaths here can reflect nutritional problems in the hen. Hens that 

are fed correctly are more likely to produce nutritious yolks that support healthy 

embryos. The effect  of breeding bird nutrition is very underrated. By only feeding a 

blend of 2 or 3 seeds and a calcium supplement, such as grit, it is not possible to 

prepare the hens for breeding.  

Although embryos can die of infection at any time during incubation, it is at this time 

of growth that they are most vulnerable. Certainly, some infections, eg. 

Chlamydophilosis and Salmonella can be carried by the hen and infect the ovary. 

These can be incorporated into the egg at the time of its formation and subsequently 

infect and kill the embryo as it grows. Infection can also pass through the oviduct wall 

into the egg. However, these types of infections that enter the egg prior to laying are 

in the minority. Most infections that develop are contracted in the nest, after hatching. 

Nests that are dirty, poorly ventilated or excessively humid can cause eggshell 

contamination and movement of infectious agents into the egg. 

Egg quality is also important. Cracked, thin, misshapen or rough eggs allow easier 



entry of infection and are more prone to trauma. Poor eggs can be caused by oviduct 

disease, but are more often associated with nutritional deficiency, in particular, 

calcium. Some aviculturists may have noticed eggs with translucent clear lines 

running around the outside of the egg. 

 

Embryonic Deaths at the End of Incubation: 

Through incubation, a membrane called the chlorioallantois develops around the 

chick. The chlorioallantois is similar to the human placenta, in that it delivers air to the 

embryo after it diffuses through the shell. At the end of incubation the chick must 

swap from chlorioallantoic respiration to breathing air. It does this i two stages: First, 

it pips internally. The chick cuts a small hole into the air chamber at the end of the 

egg and starts to breather the air that it contains. At this stage vibrations can be felt 

in the egg and the chick will sometimes vocalise.  

After another 12 to 36 hours the second stage begins, with the chick cracking the 

shell and breathing external air. While this is happening the last of the yolk sac, 

which is the chick's nutrition during incubation, is drawn into the navel. This 

eventually ends up as a tiny sac in the wall of the small intestine, called Merkels 

diverticulum which remains there for the whole of the life of the bird. Interestingly, 

during this time, the chick also drinks the clear fluid around it. This fluid, called the 

amniotic fluid, along with the yolk sac, contain the antibodies that protect the chick 

from infection in the first few weeks of life.  

While all this complex physiology is occurring, the chick is vulnerable to problems. If 

the temperature or humidity is too high or too low during this time the chick will be 

adversely affected. The usual problem is that the temperature is too high, or the 

humidity is too low. The combination causes the shell and the shell membrane to 

become dry and hard. This can lead to a healthy chick becoming exhausted. In 

addition to this, the chick quickly becomes dehydrated. I am sure that many of yu, 

myself included, have helped these chicks hatch, only to find them dead later. These 

chicks often die because they are dehydrated. Such chicks, if given small drops of 

water, will often suck them down greedily and survive. These dehydrated chicks are 

called "sticky chicks" because of the way they stick to the dry shell membranes. They 

are often found dead after hatching, a quarter to half-way emerged from the shell. If 

removed fro the shell, they often have unabsorbed yolk sacs and the egg often 

contains dry, gluggy albumen. 

To assist in keeping nest box humidity at the correct level, either provide a bath for 

the birds, or, if that is not possible, the eggs and the underside of the hen can be 

lightly misted with water from a spray bottle. The nest box should, ideally, have a 

humidity level of 70% and the sitting bird needs to keep the eggs at between 36.5C - 

37.0C. 

In summary, hatchability can be dramatically improved by the following three simple 

steps: 

• Improve nutrition in the months prior to breeding 

• Provide a clean nest for every clutch, and on-going nest box hygiene 



 

• Provide access to rai or a bath around hatching time. 

If attending to these matters does not help, your avian veterinarian will usually want 

to review the aviary environment and your management, practices, test the hen for 

infection or do an egg autopsy!! 

 

 

 

The Budgie World Beyond Our 

Shores 
With each edition of the Bulletin it is hoped to include a small section that 

helps members of the BSNZ to look further afield than our own backyard. This 

month we feature the World Bird Show where Ghalib Al-Nassar, from Suffolk 

in England and the Secretary of the WBO (World Budgerigar 

Organisation), was appointed to participate in the judging of the budgerigar 

section. There is a full report, from a British perspective, on aspects of this 

show on this link: https://www.cageandaviarybirds.co.uk/news/uk-canary-

stams-clean-up-and-belgian-medal-count-comes-second-to-host-italy/  

 

 

The World Bird Show 

 

The final tally for this international Show was 32,200 entries. There was a total of 

137 judges from 15 different countries. This Show was held in Cesena, Italy 

from January 13 - 21.  

 

  

https://www.cageandaviarybirds.co.uk/news/uk-canary-stams-clean-up-and-belgian-medal-count-comes-second-to-host-italy/
https://www.cageandaviarybirds.co.uk/news/uk-canary-stams-clean-up-and-belgian-medal-count-comes-second-to-host-italy/


 

The World Show is the main event of the Confederation Ornighologique Mondiale 

organised at the end of the ornithological year and in preparation of the new breeding 

season. Thousands of breeders of different cultures and languages meet to compare 

and communicate through the multitude of exposed birds to conquer the prestigious 

and coveted world title in a unique and peerless context. Italy, F.O.I. Onlus and the 

Organisation Committee had the honour of hosting and organising the 66th World 

Show in the wonderful setting of the city of Cesena. 

COM-UK’s entry of 205 birds from 34 exhibitors secured 20 medals:  five gold, 10 

silver and five bronze. Due to the increased entry at Cesena, extra COM judges were 

invited (138 in total) and included two from the UK: Ernesto Gracia of Gibraltar 

(canaries) and Ghalib Al-Nasser (budgerigars).Commenting on the most successful 

exhibitor of 2018, Mr Al-Nasser, from Suffolk, said: “Hungarian budgie breeder Tibor 

Gyerko had by far the best budgie team at the show and won 34 medals: 21 gold, 

nine silver and four bronze. In fact, he scored his 100th gold medal with this year’s 

results.” Mr Gyerko and his wife Zita had the only two budgerigars in show to be 

awarded the maximum 95 points: a cinnamon grey green cock and a sky blue, 

respectively. 

“Tibor is one of the successful exhibitors in Europe and always wins his Hungarian 

National show,” said Mr Al-Nasser. 

“His wife Zita is now developing her own bloodline and competing against him, 

because at the World Show a partnership is not allowed.” 

More than half of the show’s total medals were claimed by host nation Italy: 890 gold, 

773 silvers and 659 bronze – on average almost exactly one medal for every winning 

entrant. Second place went to Belgium, whose exhibitors’ 457 medals were shared 

by just 166 winners. 

 

 

 

Auckland Budgie Meeting: 
This month the Auckland-based budgie only Club shares details of their 

upcoming meeting in Henderson, Auckland. If you are interested in joining 

them for the meeting please contact on the numbers below. 

 



 

Just a reminder that our next club meeting will be at Peter Roberts house on 

Saturday the 17th of January at 11.00am. Please bring along a plate, and a bird or 

two. You are also welcome to bring any birds you have for sale. 

  

 40 Eyre Street, Henderson, Auckland. 

  



 

Auckland Budgerigar Council 2018 

President - Peter Roberts 0274310063 

Vice President - Lynne Huston 095344988 

Secretary - Dominic Alcock 0212694992 

Treasure - Simone Holderness 02102497462 

Show Manager - Vince Huston 021534498 

Show Secretary - Nikki Randell 0274252784  

 

 

Tips and Tricks: 
We all love to learn new things and to continue to build our breeding 

programmes based upon information shared by others. This section of the 

Bulletin will be dedicated to helping members with interesting products and 

innovative ideas from members and we hope that people will be keen to 

contribute their own ideas and things they have tried with their birds. We hope 

that this section will be of interest and benefit to all members. This month 

there are two helpful tips that may be useful to you -- let us know how you get 

on with using any of these techniques and products! 

 

  



 

Diatomaceous Earth is not just completely natural but also certified organic. It is a 

food grade fine white powder that provides a fantastic array of uses in the household, 

on the farm, and in commercial and horticultural applications. 

Fossilized fresh-water algae deposits, once part of an enormous family called 

Diatoms, are the largest group of plants known to mankind.  With more than just a 

few tricks up their sleeve they have several unique properties that you will find quite 

simply amazing.  It is an all family friendly, chemical free and non-toxic mineral from 

ancient times in the 21st century! 

 

For our feathered friends this product can be used as an insecticide due to its 

physico-sorptive properties. The fine powder absorbs lipids from the waxy outer layer 

of the insects' exoskeletons, causing them to dehydrate. A small amount of this 

powder in the nest boxes in all the nooks and crannies as will as in the nest material 

can help with mites. Because of the way it absorbs, it is invaluable in reducing 

moisture from the faeces in nest boxes as well as the odour present in the boxes. It 

also is useful in keeping fly larvae from developing so helps to lower the flies 

associated with aviaries.  

Have a look at http://www.denz.co.nz/ for further information.  

   

 

 

Have you got hens who are feather plucking in this very hot weather? Try this idea shared on the BSNZ Facebook page and then 

tell us if it has been successful??   

1 litre warm water 

1 Tabsp Dettol 



 

1 Tabsp Hair conditioner 

Mix together and spray over the bird 

Thanks to Christine Crawford who shared this idea from another group and to Joy Agnew who shared the idea originally. 

   

  

 

In the last Bulletin our Vet article dealt with enrichment ideas to provide for your 

birds. The image above, shared in the Budgie Society Facebook Group, by Dom 

Alcock a Novice breeder and a BSNZ Area Rep, shows how enrichment activities 

and an emphasis on a well-rounded vegetable based diet can be combined to 

provide for two important needs of your aviary birds!! Thanks to Dom for sharing this 

excellent idea for the benefit of all members.  
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