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Council Chatter 
This Bulletin we highlight some existing initiatives and some planned ideas 

for your interest and comment. Please do contact the Secretary, in writing, 

with YOUR thoughts and ideas on how your Council can support you in your 

breeding programme, develop its level of patronage for the 2018 Show 

season and so forth. 

 

 

The Council Chatter section of the Bulletin is set up to provide direct 

broadcast of information from the Council to the members of the Society. If 

you have any questions please send a query in the Comments section so that 

your issues can be dealt with promptly. We hope that members will find this 

section of interest, of support to you, as a breeder of budgerigars and that it 

will motivate you to share your own ideas about growing and developing the 

Society as we move forward.  

 

1. An important note to ALL members using official BSNZ closed rings. 

As circulated to members in the August 9, 2017 communication, for the 2018 show 

season, there will be NO class formerly known as Young Bird BBE. This class 

has been replaced by CYCR BBE. If you continue to use up last season's orange rings, and 

you want to show those birds next year, they will have to be entered in the AA section and 

will NOT be eligible for CYCR BBE awards. If you require any further clarification, please 

contact your BSNZ Council members (see the Year Book) or your Area Rep. 

2. New Contact Details for Some Council Members 

Many of you will be aware of the change of address of the Council Secretary but in case this 

information has not reached your radar as yet the new details are shared here again: 

Secretary 

Chris Asken 

112 Gillespies Line, 

 Cloverlea, 



 Palmerston North 4412 

 

The e-mail address and phone number contact details remain unchanged:   

chris@keyproperty.co.nz 

027 240 9580 

 

All postal communications are to be to this postal address from now on please. 

 

Ring Registrar 

 

Vince Huston 

E Mail : vincehuston47@gmail.com 

Phone 09-53-44-9-88 

Mobile 021-53- 44-98 

 

President 

E-mail: asgrinter@gmail.com   

 

3.  Sponsorship Opportunities 

Your Council is looking to increase its number of income streams in an effort to ensure that 

no further increases in membership fees should become necessary. If you know of 

businesses who might be prepared to support the Society with sponsorship of any kind 

please contact the Secretary, in the first instance. Your Council is committed to continuing 

to improve the patronage offered at both local Club Shows and at the Budgerigar Society 

Patronage Show. This will provide another layer of benefit for you, as members of the 

Society.  

 

4. The Developing Budgerigar Society Website 

One of the benefits of your membership of the Society is access to a revamped website. 

Your Council is attempting to establish a MARKETPLACE on the website where members 

can advertise their exhibition budgies for sale. We encourage all members to have a look at 

this website and begin to locate helpful articles there as well as information about this new 

section that is being developed for you and your birds so that we can help to connect you as 

a seller with prospective purchasers from across New Zealand. 

http://nzbudgerigarsociety.co.nz/   In this Bulletin format if you hover your cursor over 

websites etc. you will note a small hand appear. If you click on this link you will be taken 

directly to the website or other document. The above link will take you to the BSNZ website 

and the following one to the classified section where you can advertise your excess stock 

mailto:chris@keyproperty.co.nz
mailto:vincehuston47@gmail.com?subject=Membership%20of%20the%20BSNZ
mailto:asgrinter@gmail.com
http://nzbudgerigarsociety.co.nz/


and other bird related items for sale.  

http://nzbudgerigarsociety.co.nz/adverts/  Give it a go or contact the Secretary, Chris 

Asken, for help and support.  

 

5. Reminder regarding the necessity to be a member of a Parent Club 

Every member of every Specialist Society in New Zealand must, first, be a member of one 

of the 32 local Bird Clubs. When you fill out your membership form for the BSNZ you need 

to record the name of your "Parent Club". Many people are members of more than one Bird 

Club due to an historic connection with a particular Club, a desire to support more than 

one Club financially or because they have moved house and established a relationship with 

a new Club. In this case, the member must choose one of these Clubs as their "Parent 

Club". 

The Society Ring Registrar, Vince Huston, has prepared the following for new members 

and is shared here for the information of all: 

 

NZ Federation of Bird Club Rules 

  

Pertaining to joining a Specialist Society such as The Budgerigar Society of NZ 

To join a Specialist Society 

You must belong to or join a Parent Club  

• Your Parent Club can provide you with Federation Year Book  at a cost of $10 

• They will assist you with how to prepare your birds for showing 

• Most send out a monthly news letter 

• They hold monthly meetings 

• In general the Club assists new members with breeding and the management of 

different types of cage birds  

  

  The Budgerigar Society of NZ is the Specialist Society for Budgies  

• They provide the closed rings for the budgies 

• Send out a bi monthly news to members 

• Provide patronage at every Show in New Zealand 

• Hosts a Patronage Show each year with extra patronage 

The Year Book provides members with information on the Society such as:  

• Contact details for the Council and Society members 

http://nzbudgerigarsociety.co.nz/adverts/


 

• Main Features of a budgie 

• Variety standards with some pictorials 

• Show cage specifications 

• Schedule of classes 

• Judges list 

• Hall of Fame Members 

• Federation Shows for the current year and future Shows  

Vince Huston 

Budgerigar Ring Registrar 

E Mail : vincehuston47@gmail.com 

Phone 09-53-44-9-88 

Mobile 021-53- 44-98  

 

6. Other Budgie Focused Clubs/Societies Available for Members 

As well as membership of a local Bird Club AND of the specialist Society, through whom 

members purchase their rings, there are three other budgie groups that exist either as a 

Federation aligned Society or as separate groups set up to support breeders of budgies in 

New Zealand. The Pied Society (Est. 1959) is affiliated to the Federation of Bird Clubs and 

provides patronage for every Show in the country assuming a certain number of benched 

entries. The other two "budgie-only" groups are the "Colour Breeders Society" and the 

"Auckland Budgie Club". All members of each of these groups belong to a parent Club and 

the BSNZ, and belong to the other groups to gain help, support and to access the bi-annual 

Shows held by the latter two groups. If you are interested in joining these groups, please 

ask at your local Bird Club who will be able to assist you if you are new to the breeding of 

budgies and would like to join these groups. The AGMs for each of these groups are coming 

up so get along and join us!  

 

8. Membership Form and Ring Order Form 

If you need a membership form to order your rings and renew your membership of your 

Specialist Society, the Budgerigar Society of New Zealand (Inc.) please click the link below 

which will take you directly to the website where you can download and complete one for 

submission to the Ring Registrar, Vince Huston, details above: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxHHmZOKfibdS3BVS2I3ajdfcDg/view   

 

mailto:vincehuston47@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxHHmZOKfibdS3BVS2I3ajdfcDg/view


 

President's Patter 
The Council President shares his thoughts, ideas and updates for members to hear 

directly from the Council President. about issues of interest to you as a breeder and 

other important communication with the full membership: 

 

 

Well everyone, you will be in full swing with your breeding by now. I know we are 

starting to get chicks hatching in several nests and we started later than many. I hope 

that you are finding that the rings for this year are easier to put on than before with 

being slightly bigger, but you may need to leave them a few more days before putting 

them on. This is also a time to be looking at how good your soft food is and if you need 

to improve any issues with your feeding routine. It is important that your chicks get the 

best start that you can give them when they are growing at their fastest, it is also a time 

to concentrate on your hygiene. With the birds all in smaller spaces, and under stress 

with  breeding, it is important to reduce the risk of disease and also it is a time when we 

need to take particular care to keep vermin out of the breeding area to avoid disturbing 

the hens. We also use a parasite powder around the nests to keep mites away as they can 

seriously affect the development of the chicks.   

We, in the Council, are looking at revitalising the Judges training programme as it has 

been allowed to slip back for some years and it is something that we need to work on. 

We are also hoping to get some refresher courses going for existing Judges as well, to 

make sure that we are all looking for the same standard in birds. We have been in 

contact with our Australian counterparts to see if we can adapt some of their training 

and checking procedures to help everyone to up-skill themselves. It is interesting that 

the Federation has finally realised that there is a need for both judge and steward 



 

training after we have been doing this for over 20 years. The best way for the members 

to have confidence in the judges and the stewarding is for us to lead the way in training 

standards and for our judges to uphold those standards at the shows. If anyone has any 

ideas about where and when we should hold any meetings for the judges to get together 

and discuss the standards and do refresher courses please feel free to contact me or the 

Secretary.(Contact details above in Council Chatter) 

So, everyone, have a great breeding season and I look forward to hearing your 

suggestions regarding judging seminars and up-skilling everyone currently in the 

system. 

 

Regards to all 

Tony Grinter 

President  

 

 

Updated Guidelines for Social Media 
The Council has worked on developing our social media policy as the 

changes in the social media environment necessitate us keeping up to date 

with this complex medium. The below document has been finalised and 

uploaded to the Facebook page and it replaces the 2014 policy that members 

may remember agreeing to when joining the Budgerigar Society Facebook 

page. The guidelines encompass all forms of social media. 

 



 

                   THE NEW ZEALAND BUDGERIGAR SOCIETY MEDIA POLICY  

  

 Overview and Purpose  

The New Zealand Budgerigar Society will be referred to in this document as “The NZBS “,   

  

Affiliated Clubs will be referred to as “The Clubs“, the New Zealand Federation of Bird 

Clubs as thr Federation and financial members of the New Zealand Budgerigar Society will 

be referred to as "Members". 

  

The NZBS recognises that there is a massive explosion and growth in social media. Indeed, 

in many cases, it is becoming the prime means of communications for the Clubs, the 

Specialist Societies and the members in the Federation, Clubs and Societies. Social media 

encompasses a broad range of online activities including but not restricted to :  Facebook, 

Twitter, Flickr, Linkedin, Snapchat, You Tube, My Space and many others not listed here. 

The NZBS recognises the importance of social media as a powerful tool and recognises the 

importance of social media in the growth of the NZBS, the Clubs and the Federation 

throughout New Zealand and the world. 

  

Scope 

This Social Media Policy is guided by the principles set out in the “NZBS Rules” and must 

be read in conjunction with the other policies of the NZBS. 

  



Policy Statement  

The NZBS are committed to engaging in social media activity transparently, with 

responsibility and respect . The NZBS expects the same level of commitment from the 

members of the NZBS and any deviation from such commitments may be subject to 

disciplinary review or other appropriate action and may be deemed as “bringing the hobby 

into disrepute”. 

  

Member Conduct in Social Media Activity 

It is important that, with respect to social media activity, all members engage in behaviour 

that is in accordance with the aims of the NZBS, as laid out in the Constitution of the 

NZBS. The conduct of each member has the potential to harm our reputation, and as such, 

members must be conscious of their behaviour and wording used towards others and 

about issues pertaining to our hobby.  The following are very relevant points.  

a.  Ensure that you do not imply that you represent the NZBS  or other members in 

any of your posts or comments “online”. 

b. Consider when posting content whether it may damage the reputation or future of 

the NZBS or Federation. 

c. Act with honesty and integrity, in an ethical and professional manner and avoid 

conflicts with other members. 

d. Be polite and avoid personal, professional or hostile communications or credibility 

attacks and keep your comments respectful, informative and certainly never 

condescending. 

d. Do not post images or content that are inappropriate, adverse or offensive or that 

discriminate, intimidate or harass or are otherwise demeaning, defamatory or 

disparaging about any person or indeed the NZBS, other Clubs or the Federation. 

f. Be sure to post accurate and truthful content and promptly correct any errors that 

you may inadvertently make. 

f. Do not deny or affirm rumours – the comment should always be  “No Comment “   

h. Remember that online communications may be held in the same legal standards as 

traditional media communication. 

h. Remember content may be global – Social Media is “omnipresent” and can be 

viewed anywhere in the world.   

j. Notify the NZBS, via the Secretary, if you witness any negative, disparaging or 



 

inaccurate content about the NZBS or any other “Club” on any social media 

platform. 

j. Use your best judgement as there may be consequences to what you publish.  If 

something you wish to publish makes you uncomfortable – then rethink whether 

you should post it or not. 

j. Exercise sound judgement and common sense.   

Compliance With This Policy 

The NZBS will be monitoring websites and social media going forward to monitor 

compliance with this policy. 

  

Consequence of Breach  

Any breach of this policy may result in disciplinary or other appropriate action as noted in 

our Constitution which could relate to or include fines, disciplinary actions or expulsion 

from the NZBS.  

 

 

  

   

 

Patronage Show Winning Birds 
In the last Bulletin we presented the reports from the Champion Judge, Nigel 

Tonkin, and the Novice Judge, Phil Hill, from the 2017 Patronage Show. We 

trust these were of interest to you all. This month we showcase the winning 

birds for your enjoyment. Our heartfelt thanks go to the Whakatane Show for 

hosting the Budgerigar Society of New Zealand (Inc.) Patronage Show. It is 

most sincerely appreciated! 

 



  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

Member Contribution: A Time-



 

Based Sequence of Events When 

Illness Struck in Rowan Swain's 

Aviary 
This month we feature a "how to" article from a member who wished to share his 

very positive experience when illness hit his aviary. We hope that this article will 

provide, for members, a pathway that they might choose in their own set-ups. 

Sincere thanks to Rowan Swain for this excellent article and contribution to the 

Bulletin and to the knowledge of the BSNZ membership. 

The images used in the article were not supplied by the author of the article and are 

included to help readers to understand some of the symptoms of both macrorabdosis 

and/or e-coli in real budgerigars. In this case extensive testing by Massey University 

Vets was needed to sort out the illness that Rowan experienced in his aviary. 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The images above seek to assist members to recognise some of the clinical signs of 

macrorhabdus orthinogaster or what used to be known as megabacteria.  

 

 



Like most breeders I only considered using the vet as a last resort. Once in 30 

years. In fact, I avoided using them based on a number of ‘justifications’. I 

operated on an assumption that after 30+years,a circle of knowledgeable 

friends with suggestions and remedies and my own diagnosis I/we usually 

had treatments for known illnesses or symptoms. 

 

Besides I didn't want to pay $70+ for a visit to a local vet with minimal avian 

experience who would likely validate my diagnosis and charge like a 

wounded bull. Friends in the Hutt Valley did not recommend the only avian 

vet, based on customer experience’ and cost. Some of my birds weren't worth 

$70 so why bother? 

  

I pride myself on a pristine bird-room, regularly and fastidiously cleaning 

and disinfecting breeding cages, boxes perches, floors and flights. I am 

equally active in administering effective preventative seasonal treatment of 

my 80 to 100+ breeding and support stock. I had a very healthy stud and 

worked hard to maintain health and well-being in my birds 365 days a year. I 

often sought advice and guidance and welcomed observations from a cluster 

of hobbyist friends when they visited my aviary, and I theirs. When in doubt, 

I was indebted to my mentor, Merv Johnston. His advice invariably worked. 

  

Let me walk you through a time-based sequence of my experience 

  

Under normal circumstances I would suffer one or two deaths per annum in 

my stud, usually during the breeding season, and struggled to remember the 

last time I lost more than 2 birds in the non-breeding season. 

  

But all that changed in April this year. Birds appeared to be ‘going light’, the 

medical term also known as macrorhabdus or avian gastric yeast. This was 

something I had predominantly avoided with a pre-emptive Amphotericin B 

treatment in the pre- breeding season each year in June that Mike Fuller 

advised me on. 

  

The ill birds, this year, did not respond to a refreshed treatment and in some 

cases died within 48- 96 hours of being detected with the macrorhabdus 

symptoms. 

  

Perplexed I consulted my ‘little cluster of friends’ and based on my 

description, each agreed it was macrorhabdus. The treatment wasn’t working 

and I was confronted with what to do to stop birds from quickly degenerating 

in skeletal condition and dying. 

  



For a number of years, I had been using a number of  products produced by 

Australian based Dr Rob Marshall. Regrettably his product that treats 

macrorhabdus, is not able to be imported into New Zealand. 

  

Merv, Steve Macher and I chatted. We agreed I should consult Avian Vet, 

Hamish Baron, in Australia, who referred me to Massey University’s 

Wildbase Vets, 90 minutes drive from my home in Eastbourne. It was a 

fortuitous referral that saved my stud and provided a lesson to me and 

others. 

  

Hamish advised me that the Massey University Vets would be able to see a 

selection of my birds and confirm or challenge my diagnosis, stressing that 

there are also a number of other syndromes that can cause birds to ‘go light’, 

 Massey’s Wildbase Vets wouldn’t simply accept my diagnosis of 

macrorhabdus, and issue me with Amphotericin B. Rather, Massey would 

explore all options because it may be possible that the birds had coccidiosis 

or worms or bacterial enteritis, meaning Amphotericin B would not treat all 

symptoms. He indicated that sometimes treatment of macrorhabdus is 

unsuccessful, and a formative project was underway to find a more successful 

medication treatment in flock birds. 

  

Birds continued to become ill. I was, thus, between a rock and a hard place. 

Hamish offered to call Massey University, advised them as to the background 

of the bird’s condition and arranged a consultation for me. I welcomed his 

assistance and took a live ill, and two dead birds which I had stored frozen in 

a sealed plastic bag plus droppings from the hospital cage for analysis. 

  

I met with Massey Vets on May 2, 2017. Samples of droppings from the live 

bird I took were analysed and macrorhabdus was confirmed. An autopsy on 

one or both of the corpses I took would be delivered to me in a couple of days 

  

Amphotericin B tablets were prescribed and I was to dose the birds twice per 

day in the crop for 10 days. At that time I had  55 birds to do twice  daily via 

crop needle! 

If any other diseases were identified by the autopsy, then it was assumed the 

appropriate medication would be prescribed. 

  

Costs = $55 for consultation, $116 for autopsy and $18 for 20 Amphotericin 

B tablets. 

  

Treating the birds twice daily via crop needle was challenging before and 

after work. It was difficult to manage some days and despairingly; ill birds 



seemed not to improve and some died ‘very light’ with the breast bone 

sharply and prominently protruding. 

  

Then came the post-mortem results and a phone call from Massey Vets 

stating that the results were unclear and more tests were needed. I agreed to 

these. Meanwhile, more birds were losing condition and displaying 

symptoms of macrorhabdus. 

The post-mortem documents arrived by email. 

   

Sample of the  Post Mortem  ( condensed) 

TO: Species: Avian-C (2) Sex: Male Age: Adult Breed: Budgie ID: BSNZ 267 At Risk: 

Affected: 2 Dead: 2 Owner: Prev. Accn.: Type: Post Mortem Institute of Veterinary, Animal 

and Biomedical Sciences PATHOLOGY REPORT GROSS FINDINGS The bird weighed 34 

grams and was in poor body condition. The gizzard contained grit and seed material while 

segments of the small intestine contained melaena. HISTOPATHOLOGY Proventriculus: 

there are increased amount of fibrous tissue within the superficial lamina propria. Sections of 

heart, lung, liver, spleen, kidney, gizzard, intestine and pancreas show no obvious 

abnormalities. DIAGNOSIS Emaciation of undetermined aetiology COMMENTS This bird 

was in reduced body condition but there did not appear to be an obvious reason why. There 

was a small amount of scarring within the proventriculus (no gastric yeast were observed) but 

this seems unlikely to cause such a reduction in body condition. No parasites were found on 

faecal exam and the liver showed no signs of previous damage as might occur with exposure 

to a mycotoxin. PARASITOLOGY No coccidial oocysts or helminth eggs/larvae found on 

faecal exam. File Nos.: Students: Date: Pathologist: S A Hunter Copy to: 
  

Massey Vets phoned specifically to say that they felt something was missing in their 

pursuit of identifying the illness, reinforcing the request to do more tests.  Massey Vets 

discussed toxicology of feed/additives as potential primary causes of my birds illness so 

I packaged up a courier pack for Massey to  analyse and added  additional  frozen 

corpses plus samples of:  

• plain canary which is mixed with palamountains Pigeon Express for 12 -24 

hours and feed to birds 

• plain canary seed  ( no palamountains) 

• panicum seed fed separate and also mixed with palamountains canary 

  

I was beginning to tire of the twice daily crop needle treatments and lack of recovery in 

the sick birds. It had become a cumbersome task and frustrating at not being able to 

help my birds. I was becoming disheartened. 

  

Thankfully guys like Gary Carter, Steve, Jim Peebles and always Merv, were there to 

encourage me to keep going and see it through. They were as keen as I was to 

understand what was happening inside my bird-room and sought a conclusion as much 

as I did. 

  

On the 21st of May I received the following email from Vet Dr. Nigel Dougherty at 

Massey 

   



Hi Rowan, 

Just to let you know the bird has been submitted for postmortem. Fixing sections for 

histopathology takes a little time (the fixing process is what takes the time). Will contact you as 

soon as I have results. Toxicology will be pending histopath findings - this is because we select 

which toxicology screens would be prudent to run according to likely toxins, which is 

determined in part by organ systems effected. Will keep you posted as soon as I have pathology 

results. 
  

 I dropped Hamish the following FYI email that evening: 

   

You may note from the autopsies on the first two birds that macrohabdosis was not prevalent 

and that Massey wanted to look at another bird to determine a primary cause of illness. They 

assumed some form of toxic illness so I sent them the latest (and last) bird to die (now over 10 

days since a death) and a selection of the seeds etc that I have been feeding. Will keep you 

informed as we progress. 

Many of the birds are gaining weight and breast muscle, whilst others still have sharp breast 

bone. 
  

Game Changer Day  

 On the 23 May Dr Dougherty sent me the next pathology report: 

   

23 May 

New pathologist report 

HISTORY Multiple birds have died over a period of time. GROSS FINDINGS The bird 

weighed 40.3 grams and was in poor to moderate body condition. The crop was full of seed 

material. HISTOPATHOLOGY Gram-negative short, rod-shaped bacteria are visible within 

capillaries of multiple tissues including skeletal muscle, myocardium, lung, liver, spleen, 

kidney, gastrointestinal tract and oviduct. Within the lung, these bacteria are often present in 

large numbers around small to medium-caliber blood vessels. In addition the spleen contains 

moderate numbers of haemosiderin-laden macrophages. Within the proventriculus there are 

multiple areas of mild fibrosis within the superficial lamina propria with occasional deeper 

extension between gland. DIAGNOSIS Gram-negative bacterial septicaemia COMMENTS 

This bird appears to have succumbed to an acute and overwhelming bacterial infection. 

Bacteria to consider would be E.coli or Pasteurella whereas Yersinia and Salmonella do not 

usually present this way. I don't think this bird is a danger re being in contact with other birds, 

rather I think the bacteria have probably taken advantage of a bird in reduced body condition. 

This bird was on the skinny side but the cause is unclear from examination of the internal 

organs. There was some scarring in the proventriculus but no gastric yeat were observed, but 

they may not necessarily rule out a previous infection, given the damage to the stomach (albeit 

relatively mild). Regarding the possibility of a food-borne toxin I think we can rue out a 

mycotoxin (such as aflatoxin) as there was no evidence of any liver damage. With regard to 

the possible use of insecticides or other potentially toxic sprays, many of these do not present 

with classic post mortem signs. If toxin analysis is desired then a list of potential toxins needs 

to be narrowed down because when requesting toxicology, the particular toxin must be 

specified-there is no blanket test that will come up with an answer. 
 

On the 24 May - I saw a bird die and read the pathology test. I actually videoed the 

heartbreaking death throes so I could send it to Massey. Whilst reading the report five 

letters jumped out at me. I recalled an E-Coli article in our local newspaper and wrote 

the following email to Dr. Nigel Dougherty. 

   

Hi Nigel 

Thanks for your continued  attention to seeking out the issues with my birds. I appreciate the 

effort you and the team at Massey have gone through thus far. Its the first time in circa 30 

years of breeding that I have availed myself of the services of Massey Vets, being the only time 

I have had an illness of any magnitude effect my birds. 



After we spoke and you mentioned E-Coli, I recalled a recent article in our local newspaper 

that may provide a clue to the birds illness 

http://www.huttcity.govt.nz/Services/Water-services/chlorination-of-lower-hutts-water-supply/ 

Could this be the source of my birds problems during this time? I use tap water from my 

garden and then Dr Rob Marshall additives to my drinking water. It is the water from which I 

rinse  soaked oats ( overnight) 

I water blasted my flights in the time mentioned in the article and  although I  returned the 

birds once the concrete was dry, there was probably residual water in the wooden frames and 

the perches that the birds possibly chewed ( who knows!) 
  

Nigel responded on 25 May, 2017: 

   

 Hi Rowan, 

Thanks for the information that you provided regarding a possible source of what could lead 

to septicaemia. 

First, just to let you know, I have sent you a prescription for the antibiotic linco-spectin by 

email. The email went directly from the hospital operating system so please let me know if you 

received it and whether you have any questions about the prescription. 

In answer to your question about potential E.coli and its potential sources, what you have 

suggested is plausible. The septicaemia seen in the submitted budgie was a gram negative 

bacterium (E.coli falls within this group). It will be of note to see what is returned from the 

bacterial culture submission - this takes time and I await this. 

Great to hear that you have only had one budgie death over the period since we last 

communicated. 

I'll keep you posted on the bacterial culture results. 

Kind regards, 

Nigel Dougherty 
  

Email from Nigel Dougherty on 26th May 

   

Hi Rowan, 

Just to inform you that the culture result grown from the liver sample taken at the last budgie 

post mortem came back with a heavy growth of E. coli. Whilst routine sensitivity testing does 

not specifically assess lincospectin's efficacy , it is likely that it should provide cover. The source 

you suggest is certainly plausible, though there may be other explanations. 

Kind regards, 

Nigel 
  

Summary 

  

So….after all the original diagnosis, self assessment, medication and soul searching, my 

problem was an illness brought on by bacteria in the local water supply which logically I 

was using for the birds from our garden tap. It wasn’t my bird room management! 

  

The eventual solution lay in the skills, determination and expertise of Massey Wildbase 

Vets. If it wasn’t for the original referral to Massey via Hamish Baron, the diligence and 

technologies used by Wildbase Vets and the medical instinct of Dr Nigel Dougherty, that 

there was more to the illness of these birds than just macrorhabdus, I would have lost 

the majority of my birds to E Coli. I had almost lost the will to maintain the medication 

programme Dr Dougherty prescribed as I was somehow not in sync with science and 

nature, something I had prided myself on these many years. 

  

It was the E-Coli in the Hutt Valley water supply. It was fortunate that the report back 

http://www.huttcity.govt.nz/Services/Water-services/chlorination-of-lower-hutts-water-supply/


 

from Massey prompted my recall of the E-Coli article in the local paper. 

  

30 years experience or 3 years - it doesn't matter - the professionals of Avian science are 

there if you seek them out, be it a local avian vet or the team at Wildbase Vets at Massey 

who went the extra yard for me and saved my stud. I cannot recommend their services 

enough. 

So I leave the last line to Wellington Water, part of the Regional Council - unintentional 

 cause of so much angst in my bird room for a prolonged period of time in April and May 

this year. 

   

Mark Kinvig, Acting Chief Executive, Wellington Water said “The cause of 

the positive E.coli result and increased bacterial activity isn’t known at 

this stage and it may be related to the November 2016 earthquake. We’re 

carrying out investigations into the source but this is expected to take 

many months to complete”. 

  

 

 

Hear It From A Vet 
This month Dr Hamish Baron has provided a short, informative article about a simple 

solution to a problem that can present itself in the breeding box at this time of year. 

Some members may have read this article in a previous edition of the Bulletin but a 

quick refresher might just save one of your young chicks this year and be worth this 

short refresher. 

 

In order to ensure we have a range of helpful advice and professional opinion, we 



 

have been able to get support from three different Vets, who all breed birds, to 

submit articles for the education and enjoyment of our members. If you have any 

questions or comments about these articles as they appear in your Bulletin please 

send us a Letter to the Editor so that your query might assist other breeders as well.  

 

 

 

For this edition of the BSNZ Bulletin,  the article has been written by Dr Hamish 

Baron. Hamish is a member of the BSNZ and breeds in partnership with his mother, 

Sheryl Baron. He is currently half way through a three year residency at the 

University of Sydney studying to become an Avian Medicine specialist.   

 

Splayed Legs:  A Technique to 

improve Prognosis 
 

  

Dr Hamish Baron BVSc (Hons) MANZCVS (Avian Health) 

   

  

 



 

 

The classic presentation on splayed legs in a budgie chick.  

With the breeding season well underway I figure now is as good a time as any to 

address the reasons behind splayed legs in our birds. The fact of the matter is, 

splayed legs in budgerigar chicks are not natural and it means that we, as breeders, 

are doing something wrong. 

 

For those new to the hobby or those who have yet to have a chick in a nest with 

splayed legs, I will introduce the concept and the pathophysiology first. There are two 

types of splayed legs in budgerigars: the first is a congenital form (acquired before 

birth) where the chick hatches with malpositioned legs, having been sitting in the egg 

in the wrong position. These chicks are unlikely to improve without immediate 

intervention, and even then, their prognosis is poor. The second type of splayed legs 

is an acquired form – this is the one that we can prevent (and treat) through better 

husbandry and management. 

Acquired splayed legs are the result of a number of factors, but the end product is a 

chick whose legs sit in an abnormal position, either splayed out both sides like an 

aeroplane’s wings or both splayed to the same side, so one leg tucks under the 

baby’s body. Both forms of splayed legs run the risk of further complications – the 

longer the baby’s legs are splayed, the higher the possibility that the baby will 

develop hip luxation. Hip luxation is where the head of the femur pops out of the 

pelvic socket and the result is a bird whose legs will never be normal. This is why it is 

so critical to correct these babies as early as possible. 



 

So what causes splayed legs? As I said, it is, more often than not, something that we 

are doing wrong. The most common cause is incorrect diet which does not meet the 

metabolic requirements of the parents and therefore the babies. Most often, it is 

attributed to a low calcium level in the diet, but it can also be related to protein levels 

and any other mineral required for correct bone formation. It is for this reason that 

feeding a complete diet LONG BEFORE the breeding season starts is so important. 

It is not suitable to start supplementing calcium and soft foods when we pair the birds 

up, or when the chicks hatch. The fact of the matter is, the nutrition that the hens are 

able to put into the yolk comes from the diet we feed long before they lay their eggs. 

Having yolks full of nutrients and energy is going to help with hatchability as well as 

having healthy chicks in the nestbox. 

Hens that sit too tightly early on, is something that we can address easily by either 

placing a block of wood at the edge of our concave or by placing a 20mm marble in 

the nest which does not allow the chicks to be squashed. Leaving unhatched eggs in 

the nest allows newly hatched babies to have something to lean on and will also 

keep the hen from sitting too tightly. They do however end up getting very dirty and 

so should be removed once the chicks are about 10 days old. 

Lastly, the easiest way to avoid producing chicks with splayed legs is to have a 

correct substrate in our nest boxes. Every week I deal with breeders who got tired of 

refilling the nest with substrate after the hen had cleaned the box out – this is no 

excuse. Raising chicks on a wooden nestbox floor is asking for trouble. Having done 

all the hard work to pair birds and to have had the eggs hatch, there is no excuse for 

not having substrate in the nest box. Most hens will forget about cleaning out the 

substrate once she has laid her first egg. We use pine wood shavings, I know of 

others who use coconut husks and peat. It is a matter of finding the substrate that 

works for you and providing it for the chicks to have something to grip on when they 

are moving around the nest. 

If a chick of yours does develop splayed legs, if it is detected early enough it is easy 

enough to fix by placing a splint on their legs. There are various methods you can 

use but the most common is to use soft foam. I like the soft foam method (see photos 

below) but do find that sometimes the holes become too tight for the growing chicks 

legs. An alternative to this is a pipe cleaner, wool or special tape tied between the 

chicks legs as shown in the images below. Many breeders utilise their society rings 

and put a ring on either leg, this allows the legs to be tied together using wool or 

string without risking making the loops too tight – it is a good idea if you have spare 

rings! 

To actually set up the treatment for splayed legs, it is best if the chick is on its back 

and there are two people as it makes it easier to bind the legs together. Firstly, wrap 

the pipe cleaner or other technique being used, around one leg just above the ankle 

and twist the pipe cleaner to make a loop around the ankle, not too tight but not loose 

enough for the chick to slip its foot out. Then put the legs together to just less than 

the normal standing position and wrap the pipe cleaner around the other leg making 

another loop around the ankle, making sure to cut off any excess pipe cleaner. The 

splint will need to be left on for anything from a few days or up to three weeks 



 

depending on severity and the age of the chick. Remove the splint every few days to 

see if the chick can walk. If it's ok then leave the splint off and keep an eye on the 

chick’s progress, but if the legs are still splayed then replace the splint. 

If splayed legs are not treated early enough then the chick will remain abnormal for 

the rest of its life. As the chick grows older and develops, it's bones calcify, meaning 

that their bones will have hardened and are no longer soft and pliable and therefore 

cannot be corrected so any correction must be done before the chick is two weeks 

old otherwise treatment is much more complicated and the outcomes are less 

favorable. 

Although chicks survive and do learn to adapt (with our help) with one splayed leg, 

having two splayed legs is difficult as the chick will never perch normally and ends up 

placing a lot of  pressure on its internal organs causing pressure sores and illness. 

In summary, a great diet, good planning and an attentive breeder means that we can 

work to make splayed legs a thing of the past – it is a condition which we have the 

ability, as breeders, to manage out of our studs and I implore you to take up the 

challenge this season to try and produce round after round of healthy chicks by 

providing your adult birds all they need during the off season to produce great things 

for you during the breeding season. 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Meet the Members: Area Reps -- 

Kerriann Pinnell, Canterbury Area  
The BSNZ Council has established Area Reps in certain regions around New 

Zealand, and this time we meet with a younger member and Novice Breeder from 

Ashburton. Phil Hill, one of the Council members, is the Area Rep Co-ordinator and 

these Area Reps are another layer of support that we hope we can offer to members 

so that members all know they have someone to contact to get information and 

communication. 

  

 



 

I was asked in November last year if I would like to be the Canterbury Are Rep for 

the Budgie Society. My being an active club member, showing my birds, and my 

Facebook profile, plus my efforts with organisation of the budgie section of the 

2017 annual Ashburton Show, made me the ideal person to fill this position. 

What an amazing opportunity to be part of this wonderful group, to actively 

promote and encourage membership to the Society, as well as the keeping, 

breeding, and showing of budgies in the area! Of course, I said yes! 

I have owned budgies since 2009, when I started out with a pet male. My friends 

encouraged me to show him in a couple of shows in 2012, and as they say “the rest 

is history”. I was hooked! That year, I started constructing an aviary, and the 

following year bought my first show and breeding birds. In 2014 and 2015 I won 

Best Novice Young Bird, and in 2016 I won Best Novice Young Bird and Best 

Novice at my local show, with birds bred from my first pair. 

In May 2016, I travelled to Gore to attend the Budgie Society Patronage show (my 



 

first time attending it, as well as first time attending a non-local Federation show). 

I had a wonderful weekend, and met so many wonderful Budgie Society members 

who will be lifelong friends. 

My first job as Area Rep came in January, when I was asked to contact Canterbury 

and Nelson members, to find out which rare variety they would like to see 

supported at their local show. Nelson chose lutinos, and the Ashburton variety 

(greywings) was chosen at random from the three suggested. At the Ashburton 

show, five greywings were judged, with the winning greywing being owned by H&P 

Anderton. 

I have stewarded the budgies at my local show since 2012, and have learnt a lot. It 

is good that there are judges who will happily discuss a novice exhibitor's birds 

with them, and tell them what they can improve on whether it be despotting birds, 

or what to pair certain varieties to in order to improve them. 

I have learnt a lot in the last 5 seasons of showing, and I look forward to working 

with a great group of people, encouraging newcomers in the hobby, and learning a 

lot more about budgies and budgie showing in the years to come. 

 

 

TopFlite National Show Winning 

Birds 
Since our last Bulletin we have had the National Show, hosted in the South 

Island by the Christchurch Bird Club. Our hearty congratulations go to 

Christchurch Club for the execution of this mammoth undertaking and thanks 

to all their budgie breeding members for their work. Below we have a 

selection of winning birds for you to see and enjoy! CONGRATULATIONS to 

all winners, on behalf of the Budgerigar Society of New Zealand (Inc.) 

 

 

 

 



 

  

  

 

THE PIED BUDGERIGAR SOCIETY[tm] EST 1959 

 

THE Annual General Meeting for the above society will be held at: 

Jim & Carol Ziarno's home, 

33 Radiata Street, Fairview Downs, Hamilton 



 

SUNDAY 15TH OCTOBER 2017 @ 11AM 

Members are urged to attend to discuss the “Going Forward Plans” of our Society 

A light luncheon will be provided 

ALL WELCOME INCLUDING NEW MEMBERS WISHING TO JOIN 

Graeme Earles 

President    
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