
tin this year with a chance to 

meet each one of our six Life 

Members as well as six 

young Novice breeders new 

to the hobby. 

 Sincere thanks to the many 

individuals who have contrib-

uted their articles to this edi-

tion of the Budgerigar Society 

of New Zealand (Inc.) Bulletin. 

Keep them coming!! 

 Does anyone in our member-

ship have IT skills? If so please 

contact the Secretary on 027 

216 3568 or e-mail on      

sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com  

 A Conflict of Interest   

Protocol - Is there a need for 

such a protocol? Let us have 

your thoughts? See p 11 and 

let us have your feedback and 

thoughts. 

   The Budgerigar Year 

Booklet is ready for posting as 

this Bulletin is being prepared 

so will be in your letterbox 

very soon. We have added a 

few Budgie breeder-only pieces 

of information that we hope 

will add to the usefulness of 

this document. Our special 

thanks to the members and 

other advertisers for getting in 

behind the Year Booklet this 

year. We hope that it is as 

accurate as possible and that 
you find this small booklet to 

be of some use to you over the 

course of your season. 

 Further feedback on the pro-

posed Show Cage Drinkers 
is provided on p7 of the Bulle-

tin and we encourage members 

to consider this issue and give 

us helpful feedback as we try to 

make good decisions on behalf 

of members.  

 We are changing the way we 

are distributing the Remits 

detail for the upcoming 

AGM and all detail on this can 

be found on p9 for your 

information. 

 Our website is up and run-

ning after a period of below 

par functioning due to the 

transfer of the hosting from 

one domain to a new, more 

cost effective platform. 

Please see the article on p9 

with some website detail. 

 Nominations for Council 

It is time for members to 

consider their availability for 

Council work for the coming 

12 months and we encourage 

you to think about your own 

skill set and your time com-

mitments with a view to 

helping the Council continue 
the development of the Soci-

ety. All positions are up for 

election and we encourage 

you to consider your own 

situation and use the      

attached Nomination form to 

signify your intent. 

 We have introduced a couple 

of new sections to the Bulle-

Council Chatter 

Membership Renewal and Ring Orders: 
It will soon be time for all 

members to renew their 

BSNZ membership and   

order their rings for delivery 
on August 1. This is a friend-

ly reminder that it is time to 

consider whether you would 

like to order personalised 
rings with your own code on 

them or the regular A series 

rings. If you are interested in 

coded rings then your mem-

bership renewal and order 

will need to be received by  

15 April 2016. Members 

wishing to order A series 
rings can order up until late 

July for delivery on or about 

1 August 2016. 

There are other unofficial 
options for the purchasing 

rings and we urge all mem-

bers to talk to new breeders 

to help them to order the 

official rings available 

through the BSNZ so that 

they are able to show their 
birds at Federation Shows 

around New Zealand. Your 

Membership and Ring Order 

form is attached with this 
edition of your Bulletin and 

will also be attached with the 

April edition for your     

convenience. 
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Welcome back, I hope    

everyone was able enjoy 

the festive season. By now 

the breeding season will be 

winding down for most of 

us. It appears, from what I 

hear, that the season has 

been very mixed and the 

results seem to be varied 

between locations. For me 

it has been very good,  

nearly everything has gone 

to plan and now its just a 

waiting game to see how 

the chicks develop. 

Your council has hit the 

ground running in 2016. 

The popular Year Booklets 

from last year have just 

been printed and will be 

posted out to all members 

very soon.  

We are well underway 

with preparations, in    

conjunction with the 

Southland Bird Club, for 

the Patronage Show, AGM 

and Auction. Please try to    

attend this event. We are 

very lucky to have        

confirmed Neil Love and 

Henry George from     

Australia as the Champion 

Judges and Southland’s very 

own Herb Duston to judge 

the Novice section. 

 In the December Bulletin 

we touched on the need 

for new drinkers as we are 

no longer able to obtain 

the current drinker and 

need to look  towards the 

future. We are looking at 

the option of using the 

drinkers (see images later 

in the bulletin) being used 

in the UK. We have had 

some very good feedback 

on the drinkers as well as 

some questions (see article 

on p7 of the Bulletin).  

We are pleased to say that 

we are continuing to work 

on refreshing the Judges 

and Stewards booklet and 

currently this is with the 

judges for their feedback. 

I’m pleased to report that 

we have had a number of 

calls and emails regarding 

this already, so my person-

al thanks to the judges for 

taking the time to be      

involved. Feedback needs 

to be with the Secretary by  

February 17 if you have not 

had the chance to give us 

feedback as yet.  

We have decided to run 

with the same patronage 

for this year’s show season, 

the only difference will be 

the National Show in  

Palmerston North. This 

show will have 15 Colour 

awards in both the    

Champion and the Novice 

sections. This is to help 

continue with the advance-

ment of numbers in some 

of the rarer varieties. 

A Word from the President: Michael Fuller 

“We are very lucky 

to have confirmed 

Neil Love and 

Henry George from 

Australia as the 

Champion Judges, 

and Southland’s 

very own Herb 

Duston, to judge 

the Novice section 

of our 2016 

Patronage Show.” 
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2016 Budgerigar Society of NZ 

PATRONAGE SHOW 
Hosted this year in Gore by the Southland Club 

May 13 – 15, 2016 

+ Open judging 

+ Australian judges to learn from 

+ Warm southern hospitality  

+ BSNZ (Inc.) Annual General Meeting 

+ Annual Society Budgie Auction 



the many hours of work 

that is completed behind 

the scenes. If you have ever 

been on a committee you 

will have an understanding 

that it is a thankless role. 

We try to put the interests 

of the majority of members 

first and to make decisions 

that are for the greater 

good. It is frustrating that 

we receive, from one 

member part icu lar ly ,    

constant complaints and 

negatives. The council has 

endeavoured to respond to 

the issues raised, however, 

from time to time the 

Council members have 

their own lives and           

responsibilities outside of 

the hobby to deal with. I 

would respectfully ask that 

members apply a balanced 

outlook to any issues that 

arise. At no stage has this 

 We are also in the process 

of pulling together a couple 

of remits put forward by     

members and Clubs on 

issues that have been    

discussed over this past 

year.  These remits will be 

sent to members as a   

separate document to en-

sure that all members have 

the best opportunity possi-

ble to review their       

content and their personal 

response to the proposals. 

Please see p9 for an update 

on how we plan to reach 

as many of our members as 

possible to ensure that you 

all have a chance to consid-

er the remits and exercise 

your right to vote. As usual 

there will be options to 

vote in person at the AGM 

or to submit a proxy vote. 

Lastly, I would like to 

touch on the Council and 

person given any positive 

feedback and I’m sure you 

will agree we do most 

things to a very high stand-

ard. We will continue to 

look towards and work on 

making this hobby better 

and more educational for 

all members. Our time will 

be invested in those   

members that provide a 

balanced outlook and      

appreciate what the council 

provides for all members 

from across the country. 

President’s Report Continued. . .  
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In each edition of the   Bulletin 

in 2016 we will showcase one 

of our current Life Members 

to honour their service to our 

Society, but also to get an idea 

of what our hobby was like in 

the past. This month we start 

with Murray Waldron: 

Murray joined the Budgerigar 

Society before he left Christ-
church to move to Wellington 

in 1959. He was interested in 

breeding birds to show them 

but also became a judge and 

was involved for a long period 

on the Judges Panel. Murray 

was the Secretary of the Soci-

ety for nine years from 1967 

until 1975, when he moved 

into the role of President of 

the Society, a position which 

he held from 1975 until 1978. 

At the time that Murray was 

actively   working for the Soci-

ety, the era of bird breeding 

was really at its zenith with 

over 6oo members active 

within the Society.                        
A glance through the archives 

indicates that in 1960 44,000 

rings were ordered by the 

Society and by the mid 1970s 

the number of rings ordered 

was between 30,000 and 

32,000.  The rings, at the time 

of Murray’s involvement, 

ranged in price from 45c for 

10 in 1968 to 50c for 10 in 

1974. In 1968 the membership 

fee to join the Society stood 
at $1.50 per annum. It is inter-

esting to note that when 

membership numbers stood at 

between 600 and 700 it was 

also noted in the records that 

around 150 new members 

joined each year and 150 re-

signed. [Thanks to  Keith 

Flockhart’s research for this 

detail, from the 75th Anniver-

sary Booklet]                                      
Murray has noticed many 

changes over the years and 

recalls a time when it was 

against the rules to de-spot 

your birds. He remembers an 

era when breeders were aim-

ing to breed for a perfect set 

of six spots and if a breeder 

used opalines to strengthen 

the mask on their birds they 

ended up not being able to 

show them as they had too 

many spots! Murray comment-

ed that when he sees pictures 

of budgies these days they are 

so big and seem to be all 

feather. He is not convinced 

that this length of feather has 

necessarily been a step in the 

right direction.                                          
When he looks back Murray’s 

fondest memories are of trav-

elling around the country to 

attend Shows and he specifi-

cally recalls one weekend 

when he won at two Shows 

on the same weekend. He 

usually tried to attend six 

Shows every season and also 

was an active judge at Shows 

around the country. Over 

time and with the stresses of a 

busy job, Murray lost his  

enjoyment of both judging and 

breeding and he left the hobby 

when he discovered that he 

was not really able to do jus-

tice to the hobby and to his 

birds.  

Introducing our Life Members: Murray Waldron 

When Murray 

was a member 

of the 

Budgerigar 

Society Council 

there were 600 

members 

breeding and 

showing budgies 

in New Zealand. 
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2016 North Island Bird Sales — Thus Far   There could be errors in this list so please check and confirm 

Saturday 5th March: Wanganui Bird Club, Riverside Church Hall, Mathieson St. 

Benching 8.30 sale starts 9.00am  

 
Sunday 6th March: Rotorua Bird Club, Rotorua Racecourse, Fenton St. 9.30am – 

1.00pm     Contact Lorraine 0272403929 073437626 or Shelia 073489546  

 
Sunday 20th March: Piako Bird Sale, Tatuanui Hall, SH 27. 9.30am-11.30am Contact 

Steve 078848313 or Vera 073046191 

  

Sunday 20th March: Taranaki Avicultural Society Annual Sale at Mangorei Hall  

 
Sunday 10th April: Egmont Avian Sale, Midhirst. Benching 8.30am sale starts 10.30am 

contact Joy Padjursky 067622891  

 
Saturday 23rd April: Hamilton Bird Club Fairfield Community Hall, Clarkin Road. 

Benching 8.30 sale starts 9.30am-12.30pm contact Robin 078541166 or Gordon 

078554802  

 
Sunday17th April: Manawatu Avicultural Society, Fielding Civic Centre, 84 Aorangi 

Street. Free entry for financial members Contact Debbi Jordon  

 
Sunday 14th August: Kihikihi Bird Sale Kihikihi Town Hall Benching 9.00am sale starts 

9.30am. Contact Ray 078711566 or Ian 078717510  
 



element to it. In his real life 

Daniel is a sales manager for a 

fishing company and also takes 

people out fishing on charters. 

He also does contract film and 

photography work. Daniel 

finds it pretty easy to juggle 

his workaday world and his 

breeding as he does not have 

a large number of birds. He is 

trying to keep his breeding 

programme small, breeding 

around 10 pairs at a time and 

keep about 30 adult birds in 

total. In his job Daniel does his 

own hours, to a degree, so 

can fit working with his birds 

nicely into his day. 
Daniel confesses to having 

spent way too much money 

on buying birds already so his 

biggest aim, at this point in 

time, would be to better the 

stock he has by using what 

chicks he gets and breeding 

with them next year. Hopeful-

ly in a few years he will be 

Daniel de Jong is 24 years old 

and lives in Auckland. He be-

longs to the Auckland Met. 

Club and also to the Auckland 

Budgerigar Club. He has been 

attending meetings for both 

Clubs to learn as much as he 

can from more experienced 

breeders. He used to breed 

budgies for fun with his father 
when he was a young boy. At 

this stage of his life it was 

never about showing as they 

used to just breed the colours 

they liked and would then sell 

them on Trade Me. He also 

used to breed ring necks but 

budgies were always more fun 

because you would get more 

chicks and cooler colours. 

About six months ago Daniel 

decided that he would like to 

have another go at breeding 

but this time do it more seri-

ously.  He believes that the 

showing aspect could add a 

whole new fun competitive 

using all his own birds and only 

bringing in one or two per season 

to use. 
His main focus thus far has been 

keeping the birds healthy and   

happy. He does not want to over 

breed or breed through the heat 

conditions. As fun as it is getting 

chicks, it's more important for 

Daniel to look after the adult birds.  
The greatest challenge that Daniel 
is facing, this far into his breeding 

journey, is not having a proper 

breeding room. He does not have 

a garage where he lives and also 

does not have the money to buy a 

nice timber outdoor room, so he 

breeds in a shed that he has made 

adjustments to. In this set up heat 

can often be a problem even when 

it's not in the middle of summer.  
We look forward to following 

Daniel’s progress as a breeder with 

great interest.  

 

 

A Peep Into the Life of a Novice Breeder: Daniel de Jong 
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2016 Auckland Budgie Club  

Show and Seminar 
This “Budgie-Only” Show will be held  
July 2-3, 2016 at the Lincoln Green               

Conference Centre, Henderson, Auckland 

+ Open judging 

+ Australian judge – James Baden, Victoria 

+ Excellent Schedule 

+ Extensive Prize List and Patronage  

+ Seminar on Sunday by Australian Judge 

The images below are 

from Daniel’s breeding set 

up and reflect his passion 

for his birds and his high 

interest in the breeding 

process. 



The Bulletin 

Successful Breeding goes 

hand in hand with Superior 

Feeding. 

Sprouting Seed 

All the food eaten by birds must 

be processed by their bodies’ 

digestive systems. Food pro-

vides both the energy and nutri-

ents for building and maintaining 

healthy body structure and 
function in our birds. Feeding 

the highest quality diet, free of 

pesticides, fungicides, chemical 

preservatives and other toxic 

substances must be a priority. 

Apart from stunning feather 

condition, good health and vital-

ity, improved breeding success 

should follow. 

It is equally important not to 

forget the quality of the water 

we supply to our birds. The 

water should be clean and fresh, 

free of chemicals, heavy metals, 

micro-organisms, slime and 

moulds. A simple test to ask is,” 

Would I drink the water in the 

water dish?” 

Why I Feed Sprouts 

As aviculturists we owe it to 

our birds to supply them with a 

fresh, wholesome, naturally 

balanced diet. All raw fruits and 

vegetables contain     enzymes, 

vitamins, proteins, carbohy-

drates, fats/oils and minerals. 

What needs to be remembered 

however is that from the    

moment that they have been 

picked/harvested they are aging 

and losing nutritional value. 

Sprouted legumes, seeds, and 

grains, on the other hand are 

living and growing right up to 

the time the birds eat them. 

During the sprouting process 

the stored food reserves and 

minerals undergo complex 

chemical changes which allow 

them to be absorbed more 
easily. Protein and enzyme  

levels also rise during the 

sprouting process as does the 

production of vitamins A, B 

group, C, E and antioxidants. 

(Starches are converted into 

simple sugars, proteins are split 

into their individual amino acids 

and fats are converted into 

easily absorbed fatty acids.) 

Dry seed diets are generally 

protein deficient and birds fed 

such poor nutrition, even if 

given greens, will have a short-

ened lifespan (suffer from 

disease, lowered immunity and 

poor breeding) due to the 

effects of malnutrition. 

On the other hand hen birds 

fed on sprouts as part of a 

balanced diet appear to have 

fewer egg-binding problems 

and have clutches with higher 

fertility levels.  

Successful Sprouting 

Always use the best quality 

seeds, grains and legumes 

available. Preferably use those 

meant for use by humans as 

food. Avoid seeds meant for 

farming or cultivation as they 

are often treated with chemi-

cals which can be toxic when 

eaten. Ensure that the sprout-

ing foods that you buy are 

fresh and do not contain  

broken pieces or seed hulls 

and dust particles. Do the 

smell test and check for any 

stale odours which could  

indicate that the food is old 

and gone off.     

Containers for sprouting 

The size of the containers 

used by people depends on 

the quantity of sprouts they 

intend to produce at any one 

time. Generally it is a good 

idea to start small and get the 

process well established   

before going for larger     

volumes at one time. 

It is also extremely important 

to use containers that are 

meant for food handling,   

preferably human grade all the 

time.  Bowls or buckets, 

cheesecloth or nylon net; all 
containers must be kept   

spotlessly clean.   

The Importance of Pure 

Water 

Contaminated water is one of 

the main reasons for poor 

sprouting success. Water, 

whatever the source, may be 

filled with a variety of impurities, 

both organic and inorganic. If 

your sprouting bowls /containers 

begin growing moulds and /or 

have a bad odour, you may need 

to use cooled boiled or even 

distilled water when sprouting. 

Both of these methods help 

remove bacteria, viruses and 
chemical pollutants from the 

water. A little organic cider 

vinegar or a small amount of 

household disinfectant, JanolaR 

or AviclensR water treatment, 

will also help keep your sprouts 

fresh and healthy for feeding.  

The Importance of Air Cir-

culation 

A good supply of fresh air circu-

lating through the sprouting food 

is a requirement for successful 

sprouting. The seed germ is 

living and growing and therefore 

needs a supply of oxygen for this 

purpose. Lack of air circulation 

in the sprouting mix is another 

reason for poor sprouting suc-

cess. 

Soaking Temperature 

To speed–up the germination 

process, warm water (not hot) 

can be used to encourage a        

faster response particularly in 

cooler weather. Mix the water 

required for your sprouting 

50:50 cold to warm. Another 

trick is to place your sprouting 

container in the oven overnight 

and use the residual heat after 

cooking to accelerate germina-

tion. Remember though that if 

the temperature is too high you 

will simply cook the mix and not 

sprout it. I have also heard that 

some people place the sprouting 

mix in the hot water cupboard 

for a similar effect.  

Soaking Times 

The length of time required to 
successfully soak and sprout you 

seeds, grains and legumes will 

depend on the local tempera-

tures, level of humidity and sea-

son. Finding the correct length 

for of time to soak your sprouts/

recipe will take a little trial and 

error. Depending on the out-

Some Thoughts on What We Feed Our Birds:  
Article by Dallas Pitt, Tauranga Bird Club  

“Feeding the 

highest quality 

diet, free of 

pesticides, 

fungicides, 

chemical 

preservatives 

and other toxic 

substances must 

be a priority.” 
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come of your sprouting    

efforts, decide whether to 

lengthen or shorten the soak-

ing time.  Soaking times could 

vary substantially over the 

course of a year. 

How Much to Sprout 

Once again this will probably 

be determined by trial and 

error. Factors such as; 

 What quantity of each type 

of seed, grain or legume 

mixture, 

 Length  of soaking time, 

 Length of germinating time, 

 The number of days of 

growth to reach optimum 

size, 

 How many days the sprouts 

can be stored for without 

going off. 

After the soaking stage, the 

sprouting mixture can double 

in volume. 

To prevent spillage /over flow 

only half fill your sprouting 

containers. After you have 

grown a couple of batches of 

sprouts, you will have a better 

idea of the amount you will 

need to sprout to keep the 

birds well supplied. 

Mixtures for Small or 

Large Birds 

An advantage of sprouted 

foods is their softness, so 

most birds regardless of size 

will be able to enjoy this tasty 

nutritious meal. However, it 

must be remembered that 

smaller birds such as budgies 

will enjoy smaller seed and 

grain mixtures, while the big-

ger parrots and parakeets will 

be able to tuck into larger 

sprout mixtures. Note: when 

mixing your own sprouting 

blend try and maintain a 

roughly equal ratio of seeds or 

grains to the legumes. This 
helps provide complementary 

proteins in balanced propor-

tions as required by the birds’ 

bodies.   

One last point: always sprout 

sunflower seed alone and 

restrict its volume when the 

birds are not breeding/raising 

chicks. Too much sunflower 

leads to obesity which in turn 

leads to infertility and egg-

binding in hen birds. 

with individual Council 

members is the one now 

being used by the Budgerigar 

Society (U.K.), after exten-

sive research carried out by 

that Society. 

 The opportunity for disease 

management is considerably 

enhanced by reducing the 

chance of disease being 

passed from cage to cage at 

Shows when Club members 

are refilling the current style 

drinkers. 

 The containers pictured 

contain enough water for a 

budgerigar’s needs over a 

weekend Show. 

 There is very little chance 

for the birds to attempt to 

bathe in this style of drinker 

prior to being judged. 

 The price of these drinkers 

landed here in NZ and  

distributed to  members will 

not be much more expen-

sive than what members 

have paid for the current 

style drinker for many years. 

Feedback to members of 

Council regarding the new 

drinkers, pictured at right, has 

ranged from very ecstatic and 

a demand to know when they 

will be available for members 

to purchase, across the spec-

trum to some members who 

do not believe that there is a 

need for change and that the 
BSNZ makes too many chang-

es! You can see that making a 

decision that meets the needs 

of all members is going to be a 

tough one!  

Your elected Council would 

like to ensure that you have 

the most accurate information 

regarding these new style 

drinkers as is possible and the 

information is outlined here: 

 Our supply of the current 

style of drinkers is very 

limited. 

 This was an excellent op-

portunity to assess what is 

being used internationally as 

Show cage drinkers. 

 The example at right and 

 The drinkers would be filled 

and placed on the cages by 

the exhibitors prior to 

benching and removed again 

by the exhibitor prior to 

transport in carry cages. 

 There would be a lengthy 

phase-in period so that no 

member of the BSNZ would 

be inconvenienced by any 

change-over to a new style 

of drinker. 

Please do speak to a Council 

member close to you if you 

would like an opportunity to 

have a look at these drinkers 

and help us to make good 

decisions for the Society mov-

ing forward.  We would love 
to hear from you with your 

thoughts:  

sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com or call 

a local Council member and 

have a chat. The contact de-

tails are on the last page of 

this Bulletin. 

What We Feed Our Birds:  Continued from p4 

The Show Cage Drinker Proposal — An Update 

“Hen birds fed 

on sprouts as 

part of a 

balanced diet 

appear to have 

fewer egg-

binding 

problems and 

have clutches 

with higher 

fertility levels.”  
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A year ago, an article appeared 

in the February 2015 Bulletin 

that would ultimately improve 

the wellbeing of my birds, as 

well as resulting in the best 

breeding season I have had to 

date. Coming off two disap-

pointing breeding seasons of low 

hatch rates, despite excellent 

fertility, I was looking for some 
kind of inspiration, to help   

improve things for my flock. 

Opening my February edition of 

the Bulletin, I found that inspira-

tion. Six New Zealand breeders 

(three novices and three cham-

pions) had kindly shared their 

feeding regimes with the rest of 

us. Here was my hope! 
I read through each one and 

chose the one that I felt would 

be the easiest for me to try. I 

was able to source most of the 

ingredients locally, except for 

one, which I was able to substi-

tute. Looking at the pile of in-

gredients in my shed, I hated to 

add up how much it had all cost 

me, but I hoped that come the 

2015 breeding season, it would 

all be worth it. 
I started the new diet in two 

stages at the end of February 

2015. For one week, I fed my 

birds on just straight vegetables, 

to gradually get them used to 

the new diet. My flock had   

never known such variety!   

Silverbeet, broccoli, sweet corn, 

beetroot, capsicum, carrot, 

spinach, kale. Not to mention 

the fresh herbs that were quick-

ly devoured! I noticed an imme-

diate change in one week. The 

birds seemed happier and more 

active, as well as being more 

vocal! 
In the second week, I added the 

soft-food mix to the vegetables. 

The birds loved it and I had one 

cock bird who would hunt 

through the complete mixture, 

looking for his favourite vegeta-
ble; beetroot. If there was no 

beetroot in it, he would go away 

and sulk (he now eagerly waits 

at the front of the breeding cage 

for his vegetables and eats them 

all). In the aviary, I barely have 

the time to get out before four 

or five birds are on the dish, 

enjoying their breakfast. 

                                                

I continued the regime right 

through show season into 

breeding season. Birds were 

paired up and fed the soft-food 

daily instead of twice weekly. I 

kept my fingers crossed. Eggs 

started being laid in nest boxes 

at the start of August, and 

incubation proceeded as nor-
mal. As due dates for eggs 

hatching got closer and closer, 

I got more nervous and 

crossed my fingers tighter. 

Would all of my hard work 

and the change in diet make a 

difference to the hatch rates? 

On the 20th of August, the first 

chick of the new season and 

the new diet hatched. Then 

they just kept coming! I had 

eleven chicks hatch in eleven 

days, and just two losses. 
In October, I wanted a more 

cost-effective diet, as I am on a 

limited budget that was easier 

to mix up. I took a lot of ideas 

from the existing diet, and 

created my own mixture. The 

eggs of round two started 

being laid in early November, 

and once again I waited with 

bated breath to see if the new-

er diet would work and have 

the same effect as the other 

diet. In late November, the 

first chick reared solely on my 
diet arrived, and another 

twelve arrived over the course 

of thirteen days. I had just two 

dead-in-shell chicks, which was 

a marked improvement from 

the previous two seasons. 
I now have four hens laying 

round three, and as I write 

this, I have had fifteen eggs laid. 

They are due to start hatching 

from next week (19th January) 

and like the last round are a 

100% direct result of the new-

er diet. The new recipe con-

sists of: 

100g Topflite Kiwi Softfood 

100g Freshlife Ground Linseed 
100g Homebrand Quick Oats/

Rolled Oats 

100g Edmonds Wheat germ 

50g   Himalayan Pink Salt 

50g   Horleys BodyBuild Vanilla 

2T    dried herbs 
This makes 500g of soft-food 

mix, and costs approximately 

$6.50 to make one batch. It is an 

ideal amount for a breeder with 

a small number of budgies. 

Breeders with a larger number 

of birds could use one kilogram 

instead of one hundred grams, 

and five hundred grams instead 

of fifty grams, to make a larger 

quantity. 
My budgies also enjoy the seed 

heads of some grasses, chick-

weed, and groundsel, as well as 

willow and apple tree branches 

during spring. Now that summer 

has arrived, they are also enjoy-

ing fat hen weeds, and sow this-

tle, as well as dandelion leaves 

and flowers. They are also fed 

on fresh herbs, including lemon 

balm, parsley, oregano, thyme, 

rosemary, basil, and coriander. 

Millet spray is also offered twice 

a week in the breeding cages 

during breeding season. 
Looking at the chicks from the 
first round who are now five 

months old and through their 

first moult, I think that they are 

better quality and larger than the 

eight chicks I bred in the 2013 

and 2014 season. 
The birds get a cycle of beneficial 

additives in their drinking water. 
Week 1: Ornithon vitamin and 

mineral powder added, accord-

ing to the directions on the con-

tainer at 4g per litre of water. 

Week 2: Plain water 
Week 3: Apple Cider Vinegar 

added at the dose rate of 5ml 

per 500ml of water 

Week 4: Plain water 
Their seed mix is made up of 

75% Topflite Budgie Mix and 

25% Topflite Aviary Mix. 
This season, I have had hens 

laying eggs in the aviary, some-

thing that had never happened 

before, which I believe is purely 

due to the change in diet.  
In conclusion, as a result of the 

breeder contributions to the 

February 2015 Bulletin, I have 

been able to completely turn 

around my dismal results in the 

breeding cages, breeding and 

successfully hatching six times as 

many chicks as I had bred in 

2013 and 2014. I have improved 

the hatch rate from approxi-

mately 12% in the 2013 season, 

to just above 80% this season, 

and the season isn't over yet! 

Sharing Knowledge Really Does Make a Difference -  
Article by Kerriann Pinnell, Novice Breeder, Ashburton Club 

“I have been able 

to completely 

turn around my 

dismal results in 

the breeding 

cages, breeding 

and successfully 

hatching six 

times as many 

chicks as I had 

bred in 2013 and 

2014.”  
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“I have improved the 

hatch rate from 

approx. 12% in 2013  

to just above 80%” 



Opera House, it would take 

about 17 sold-out perfor-

mances for that many people 

to see it. 

Fact 2) The busiest day of the 

year for the website was  

February the 1st, 2015 with 

1,186 views. The most popu-

lar post that day was the In-

ternational Articles section. 

Fact 3) Visitors to the website 

come from 157 countries in 

all. . . mostly from NZ closely 

followed by USA and Turkey. 

If you have ever wondered 

what additional information is 

available to you by getting 

your BSNZ website password 

sorted, then I would like to 

share a few facts with you 

about the NZBS website. 

www.nzbudgerigarsociety.co.nz  

Fact 1) The Sydney Opera 

House holds 5,700 people 

when it is filled to capacity. 

The NZ Budgerigar Society 

website was viewed about 

96,000 times in 2015. If it 

were a concert at the Sydney 

If you are a financial member 

of the Budgerigar Society of 

New Zealand but have not yet 

gained access to the members 

–only section of the website 

then please contact Steve 

Macher (NZBS Webmaster). 

His contact details are on p.11 

The Process for Distributing the Remits to Members, 2016 

Website Update: Have you got your password sorted? 

Article by Steve Macher, Webmaster, BSNZ 

 

to ensure that ALL mem-

bers feel that they are in 

the loop and fully conver-

sant with the remits and 

their impact on the    

membership as a whole, 

young and old,  Novice and 

Champion, new members 

and members with 40 

years+ involvement, the 

Remits will be circulated 

separately from the Bulletin 

in an AGM specific mail 

out. We hope that this 

means that members will 

not have to search for the 

detail inside the Bulletin 

and that this will make it 

easier for members to  

engage in the process of 

change and in the govern-

ance of the Society. 

To this end the Council 

will meet on February 24, 

2016 to fully consider the 

two suggested remits 

around a new class for 

brand new exhibitors and 

to “tidy up” the changes to 

the Bred by Exhibitor rules 

that came into effect last 

Show season. By the end of 

February the Remits, the 

Proxy Voting forms etc will 

be circulated separately to 

members for them to   

consider and then vote on. 

We hope that this process 

will assist in ensuring that 

all members are fully    

informed about the chang-

es that are in the pipeline 

for the Society. 

On p4 of the December 

Bulletin members of the 

BSNZ were notified of the 

date of the 2016 Annual 

General Meeting [May 15, 

2016] in Gore, Southland 

at the 2016 Patronage 

Show and were also     

invited to    submit remits 

for any changes that they 

were interested in having      

considered by the whole 

membership at the Annual 

General Meeting of the 

Society. 

As a result of that process 

and in a change from previ-

ous years, your Council is 

now considering the    

ramifications of the two 

potential remits to be    

considered. In an attempt 

We hope that a 

separate circulation 

of the Remits and 

AGM documents 

will ensure that all 

members are 

informed enough to 

exercise their right 

to vote at the 

upcoming AGM 
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On the website you will 

find information such as: 

 Council Minutes 

 Articles 

 Show details and images 

 Auction bird images 

The Patronage Show Auction, 2016 
Article by Mike Hannan, Auctioneer, BSNZ Council member, Dunedin Club 

The process of preparing for 

our big annual Auction is well 

underway, with letters to  

invite breeders to offer birds 

for sale at this Auction being 

distributed as we circulate this 

February edition of the Budg-

erigar Society (Inc.) Bulletin. 

The Auction is a way in which 

we can assist members to 

have access to quality birds 

that they otherwise might not 

be able to purchase for their 

own breeding programmes. 

Last year we extended this to 

include some of the rarer 

varieties that members are 

keen to get their hands on and 

this will be repeated this year. 

We are hoping to extend the 

numbers of people who have 

access to the Auction by  

ensuring that all members 

from across New Zealand can 

bid on the  auction. We will 

inform members about this as 

the plans develop.  



A budgie hatched without 

eyes, that is being used to 

teach pre-schoolers about 

accepting those who are dif-

ferent, is causing a mini sen-

sation in the town of Hawera 

where BSNZ member and 

Novice breeder, Jessica   

Silby, works as a teacher in a 

pre-school centre. An article 

about the young pied chick 

has appeared in the Taranaki 

Daily News and was picked 

up and used by http://

www.stuff.co.nz/  We have 

shared this heart warming 

story here, for all members to 

share, with full acknowledge-

ment to the Taranaki Daily 

News for much of the content 

and two of the images. 

Steve hatched in the aviary at 

the Kidsbarn childcare centre 

in Hawera three weeks ago 

and it was not long before 

Jessica noticed that the chick 

had small hollows where his 

eyes should have been. 

Kidsbarn owner Tania 

McDonald said that in a few 

weeks, once Steve and his 

siblings were weaned, he 

would be moved to a smaller 

cage to keep him safe. Ham-

ish Baron, our BSNZ Bulletin 

“Ask the Vet” writer, Bulletin 

Editor and general “go-to” 

person on all budgie health 

issues, informs us that he has 

never seen a case such as 

this so he is not sure about 

the incidence rates in budger-

igars. He indicates that so 

long as the budgie can learn 

where the seed tray is and it 

is allowed to have a cage 

which is left in exactly the 

same configuration every 

day, so it learns its way 

around the cage, then it will 

do well at the centre it will 

call home. 

Tania said Steve's differ-

ence would be used as an 

opportunity to teach the 50 

children at the centre about 

empathy and caring. "He 

just looks fine. We just have 

to accept him the way he is - 

that's a really good lesson, 

isn't it?"  Having close     

contact with the centre's 

pets - there is a rabbit, 

sheep, chickens and fish as 

well - had helped the chil-

dren become confident 

around animals and taught 

them empathy, Tania said. 

The children are involved in 

all the feeding and caring for 

the birds, talking about when 

they die, their whole life  

cycle. 

The kids just accept him, 

that's the whole point. Kids 

with different learning 

needs, a bird with no eyes - 

the kids accept them for who 

they are, not what they can't 

do and that's an important 

lesson for all of us. 

“When you think about it, it's 

the simplest things that can 

teach us the biggest les-

sons”, says Tania McDon-

ald . 

Steve, who was named by 

consensus, currently lives 

with his two siblings in a 

nesting box inside the aviary 

alongside other budgies, 

finches and canaries. 

The children can see in 

through bird-shaped win-

dows, and there are seats 

inside where they can sit 

and watch their feathered 

friends. 

Jessica said the birds were   

handled often so were very 

tame and Steve was quite 

happy to be held. 

"A lot of them have been bred 

here, they're very familiar with 

being handled by children. 

This environment for the   

children is all about being 

inclusive, and having Steve is 

a nice reflection of that same 

inclusiveness, which is really 

important." 

Steve, the Blind Budgie - A heartwarming story from the Taranaki Daily 

News with generous permission 

“Kids with 

learning needs, a 

bird with no 

eyes—the kids 

accept them for 

who they are, not 

what they can’t 

do and that’s an 

important lesson 

for all of us.”  

Page 10 The Bulletin 

“...it’s the simplest 

things that can 

teach us the biggest 

lessons.” 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/
http://www.stuff.co.nz/
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BUDGERIGAR 

SOCIETY OF NEW 

ZEALAND 

  Judges accepting appoint-

ments at Shows where 

they are involved in an 

unofficial breeding part-

nership with an exhibitor. 

 Judges accepting appoint-

ments in the Novice sec-

tion of a Show where they 

are mentoring or supply-

ing birds to potential  

Novice exhibitors. 

 Judges accepting rides to 

Show venues with exhibi-

tors in the section they 

are judging. 

 Judges accepting the offer 

of accommodation in the 

homes of exhibitors in the 

section they are judging. 

 Judging visiting aviaries in 

the district where they are 

As a result of feedback from a 

number of members, the 

Council is in the process of 

considering a protocol that 

will ensure that our judges are 

protected from potential  

accusations of bias or other, 

less than appropriate “behind 

the hand”, chat that lessens 

the esteem in which all judges 

should be held in our hobby.  

We are interested in feedback 

from the membership, in the 

first instance, to gather infor-

mation about what members 

see as the important aspects 

of any such protocol.  

The Council has isolated a few 

areas where there is the   

potential for perceived bias 

and would like to ask for the 

guidance of members on the 

following: 

aware that they have ac-

cepted judging appoint-

ments in any given season. 

Are these scenarios a real 

concern for the members of 

the Society? 

Is the hobby too small in New 

Zealand for such a protocol to 

be helpful? 

Are there ways that such 
concerns might be handled 

that do not involve the devel-

opment of a protocol? 

Any other thoughts that might 

help us to avoid the idle gossip 

and innuendo that can arise 

out of some of these        

scenarios? 

Please give us your feedback: 

sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com     

A Conflict of Interest Protocol for Judges — Your Thoughts Please. . . 
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Council Members Contact Details: 

STOP PRESSSTOP PRESS  
It is with great sadness that the Budgerigar Society of New Zealand (Inc.) 

notifies all members of the death of  

Lyndsey Hellyer. 
Lyndsey died yesterday morning [6 Feb, 2016] after a short illness. He was aged in his 

early 90s and was a huge contributor to the hobby in New Zealand. 

Nominations for the 

BSNZ Council: 
 

Attached with your first 

edition of the BSNZ Bulle-

tin for 2016 is a Nomina-

tion Form for the BSNZ 

Council. We encourage 

every member to look at 

ways that they might be 

able to contribute to the 

growth and betterment 

of the Society to help 

take it the next step in its 

development. We are 

actively seeking Council 

members with excellent IT 

skills as we look to contin-

ue to develop the service 

we offer to members — 

website, live streaming of 

the Patronage Show and 

the Nationals, a variety of 

desktop publishing skills 

and more, as we further 

develop our booklets etc. 

If you have any questions 

around your involvement 

please contact the     

Secretary on 027 216 3568 

in the first instance. 

It would be so good to 

have many more mem-

bers keen to join us in 

improving the service we 

offer for our members. 

 


