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Council Chatter: 
Details on the breeding season continue to indicate a mixed bag across the country! It would be great to 
hear that everyone has had a truly excellent crop of chicks for once! It seems to be a bit geographical? 

 The Year Book Material has been forwarded to the Federation and we are hoping that this year 
there are fewer errors than this past year! Any queries once it arrives to: sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com   

 Your Council members are working away on a revamped and, we hope, even more helpful Budgie 
Year Booklet. This year it will contain visual images of some of the standards, the Hall of Fame detail 
and some other new sections that we hope will interest all members.  This will be printed in the New 
Year when things are less frenetic and to you by mail by mid-January for the 2016 year. 

 We are calling for remits from members for the 2016 AGM and there is detail on p4 about the pro-
cess involved. Please forward any Remits on the attached form to sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com       

 Thanks so much to the many members who took the time to contact us regarding the need for     
classes for new or younger exhibitors which encourages, rather than discourages people to join the 
Society and show their birds. A representative selection of this correspondence has been included in 
this Bulletin. Any further correspondence on this to: sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com  

 Thanks again to the members who have taken the time to forward interesting feedback and infor-
mation for articles to the editorial team for inclusion in the Bulletin. It is greatly appreciated. 

 If you have interesting articles that you think other members would appreciate we would love to 
include more “home-grown” material for members to access on the website: steve.nzbs@gmail.com  
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Dear Bulletin Editor, 
I think the pet class is a      
brilliant idea!  I vote for let's 
do it! 
 
Niki Randell, BSNZ Member 
 

Dear Bulletin Editor,  
 
Yes! I totally agree that there 
should be a pet class. This, I 
believe, would go a long way 
in getting  the younger gener-
ation involved in the club. 
The other day I was at an 
Auckland Budgie club meet-
ing and one of our younger 
members came in with her 
four little budgies in a cage 
and I can tell you these little 
guys didn’t want for anything! 
They had it all in their cage: 
fresh clean food and water, 
toys and play things and the 
cage was spotless. The birds 
themselves were happy and 
confident and a picture of 
good health an absolute credit 
to their young owner. Would-
n’t it be so cool if we could 
recognise the effort that these 
young owners put in to the 
caring of their pets! 

                                                   
Regards 

Dave Yates, A.M.B & BSNZ 

 

Dear Bulletin Editor, 

I posted  a comment on the 
idea of pet classes on the 
BSNZ Facebook page. Abso-
lutely great idea.  

I would be happy to donate a 
painted plaque for a prize if 
this goes ahead. 

It's great to encourage up and 
coming bird keepers. 

Regards, 

Jane Adam, BSNZ Member 

http://nzbudgerigarsociety.co.nz/
http://www.world-budgerigar.org/
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President’s Report: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well its hard to believe another year has nearly passed. 
As you get older the years just seem to fly by. Many of 
you will be well into the breeding season and some 
may be close to winding down. As normal there are 
reports of both excellent and not so great seasons, 
some of this is due to the location and weather 
patterns but mainly I feel it is due to you the breeder. 
I'm a firm believer that you only get out what you are 
prepared to put in. When things aren’t going well you 
need to take a step back and try to understand why - is 
it something I have changed? Are the birds in the best 
condition? Do I still put the same effort into the birds?  

In this report I will try and cover a number of things the 
council are continuing to work on. These are some of 
the “work in progress” items: 

 NZBS  Patronage Show (held win conjunction with the 
Southland Club) 

The Budgerigar Society Year Booklet 

Judges and Stewards Booklets 

Possible New Drinkers 

Auckland Budgie Club Show 

Non Exhibition Class (Pet Class) 

Budget 

NZBS Patronage Show – Preparation for this is well 
underway. As you will see later in the Bulletin, we have 
secured a very good Australian judge by the name of 
Neil Love. We are also close to finalising the second 
judge to assist Neil and in the Novice section we will be 
using the services of Herb Duston, a local Southland 
Club member. This show will be based on “open    
judging” which is great for meeting fellow exhibitors 
and also learning and seeing first hand why your bird 
was placed where it was. This show will continue on 
the success of previous BS shows with the emphasis on 
Colour and the Varieties. The Southland Club will be 
making available spare show cages and the Dunedin 
members will be helping with transport should mem-
bers be flying in for the Show. As in previous years we 
will be holding the successful yearly auction and the 
AGM will be held on the Sunday. If you have any remits 
that you would like considered by the full membership, 
now is the time to get these sent in so that they are 
able to go out to members in the February edition of 
the Bulletin for discussion and consideration by you all. 

The Year Booklet – Following on from the successful 
publication last year, the BS Council has decided to 
again print this. I would like to thank personally Steve 
Macher for arranging a sponsor to assist with the 
printing and Sheryl Baron for her work in getting this to 
Steve. This year we have developed the Booklet and 
this is our free gift to you our valued members. This will 
be printed and sent out in the new year so please keep 
an eye out and any feedback would be appreciated. 

 Judges and Stewards Booklets – My thanks go out to 
Keith Flockhart for his work on this. At this stage we are 
about to send the document to our judges for feedback 
so that we are able to release, before the next show 
season, our updated pathway into becoming, firstly, a 
BSNZ Steward and then onto a BSNZ Judge. Please give 

President of the BSNZ, 
Mike Fuller, presents his 
bi-monthly report for all 
members to help keep all 
of the membership     
informed and up to date 
with the activities of 
Council and the Society. 

A Peep at a Rare Variety: 

   Greywing 

the idea of becoming a judge some thought! It is a great 
way to meet people and become involved and learn 
more about your birds. 

Possible New Drinkers – Again, this is mentioned later in 
the Bulletin. I feel this is the way forward. These drinkers 
are widely used in the UK and Europe and they have 
many advantages over the current ones. We have just 
received a small sample shipment and one sample has 
been sent to each member of the Council so that we are 
able to show the members what they are like. We will 
try to get these to as many members as possible.  They 
will also be at the early shows to enable us to potentially 
vote on their acceptance at the AGM. 

 Auckland Budgie Show – We are currently working with 
the executive of the Auckland Budgie Club as they will be 
hosting their very own ALL BUDGIE SHOW in 2016. This 
Show will be based on the great model that the Colour 
Breeders have laid over the last 20 years. We will be 
assisting with any help required and will be also looking 
to make a sponsorship donation to help assist the Auck-
land Budgie Club as patronage. 

Non Exhibition Class (Pet Class) – This also features 
heavily in this Bulletin. Firstly, I must emphasise that  
this is the way of the future. If we are going to continue 
to gain members and develop, we must put the needs of 
our newer members and Juniors FIRST for without them 
we have a declining hobby. Secondly, we need a name 
for this section it has been referred to as the Pet class 
but it is more than this: it is a way that our newer mem-
bers can show a bird they have bred without having a 
ring on it; they don’t have to wait a couple of seasons 
before they have birds that a ready to be shown; it al-
lows for members to purchase a bird and see how it 
compares. My idea would be to have four classes: two in 
the champion section, for members wishing to show un-
rung birds or birds they have had to cut rings off, and 
two in the novice section. Each will have a cock and hens 
class. The exhibitors in these classes would not be eligi-
ble for any novice points nor any normal awards,  just 
for an award for this class only. If anyone can think of a 
better name then I will donate a pair of birds as a prize. 
If you are outside of Dunedin, I will also pay the freight 
to get your prize to you. 

Budget – To be successful we need a few things:           
we need a strong council, we need member feedback, 
we need to have goals and to do this we need a budget.  
I have asked Dave Ingoe to present us with a Budget. We 
are currently working through this so that we, the Coun-
cil, have a better understanding of where we should be 
allocating funds and, secondly, for you, the members, to 
see what costs are associated with the running of the 
Society. It also will allow us to work on initiatives and to 
get an understanding how they are to be funded. We 
also want to attract sponsors, so it Is a good model to 
illustrate how we function and how successful we have 
been over the last few years. 

To finish, after a couple of difficult years where our focus 
was taken away from our core objective we are now 
fully focused on improvement. it is very good to see the 
number of new members that we have. These members 
are our future. I have had dealings with many of you and 
enjoy being able to share what knowledge I have with 
you all. It is also great to see how well the Facebook 
page and website are doing. We have 370 people on our 
FB page. Our hope is that, with education and with 

something good to offer, many 
of these people, over time, will 
become full members. I wish all 
members and their families a 
wonderful Happy Christmas and 
New Year. We look forward to 
supporting you all again next 
year. 

The first Greywings were established in 
around 1919 in Europe and were of the 
green series. They were initially called Ap-
ple Green or Jade. But when the Greywing 
of the blue series was established, initially 
in Austria in 1927 and then afterwards in 
the UK in 1928, the Colour Committee of 
the Budgerigar Society grouped them to-
gether and gave them the name 
"Greywings" in 1929. 

It is easy to recognise this variety in the 
daylight by the grey marking on the bird in 
comparison to that of the black on the  
normal varieties. By comparing a Greywing 
light green to a normal light green, for ex-
ample, the spots, undulations at the back of 
the head, markings on the wings and pri-
mary wing flights are all of a grey colour 
instead of black in the normal varieties. The 
cheek patches are of light violet and the 
body colour is diluted by 50% of the normal 
body colour. Also the colour of the tail is 
grey with a bluish tinge instead of dark blue 
in the normal varieties. Greywings are more 
appealing on dark factor birds such as Dark 
Greens and Cobalts because of the greater 
contrast in colours.                                                    

A recessive gene controls the Greywing 
when mated to normal varieties. So, when 
a Greywing is mated to a normal all the 
young will be normal but carrying the Grey-
wing gene in a hidden (split) form; Normal/
Greywing. If one of these splits is mated 
back to a Greywing then 50% of the young 
will be split for Greywing and the other 50% 
will be visual Greywings. Mating two Grey-
wings together will result in all the young 
being Greywings. Because of the recessive 
gene it does not matter much which sex is 
the visual Greywing as both cocks and hens 
can be mated and produced according to 
the above three types of mating. Also be-
cause of that recessive gene, a bird can be 
carrying the Greywing factor in a hidden 
form for many generations.                   
Thanks to Ghalib Al Nasser on http://
www.al-nasser.co.uk/article7.htm 
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After all these years in the fancy I have decided 
to put pen to paper. I became involved in budg-
erigars at the age of 18 thanks to my brother-in-
law, who introduced me to the hobby. I am now 
73, so I go back quite a long way. When I first 
started there were three Clubs in Gisborne. They 
were the East Coast Budgerigar Club, the Poultry, 
Pigeon and Cage Bird Club and the Poverty Bay 
Budgerigar and Cage Bird Club, which is now 
Poverty Bay Bird Club. Over the many years, I 
have purchased birds from Trevor Watkinson, 
Lincoln Baldwin, Terry and Linda Patten, the 
Wiltshires from the Tauranga/Whakatane area, 
Mr Lee who bred  lutinosin the South Island,   
Bert Baldock, Bill Richards, the Walkers and 
many others. 

I have tried many feed regimes to feed the birds 
and chicks — Pinimix yeast, cod liver oil and 
many others. Over the past five years I have used 
a Gamble/Ingoe soft food with a twist of my 
own. I have found that budgerigars are like cows. 
Some will only breed in the left nest box and 
some in the right! I use a multivitamin mix called 
“Aunty Jane’s Tracemol “ which I mix up. My 
birds  have only this mix all year round and no 
plain water. Yes, I once had French Moult around 
4 years ago, but I have got on top of that.  

I used to use Ivomec and now use Cydectin. 
When I ring my birds, they get a swipe of       
cydectin down their backs. I dose with Ivomec 
with a crop needle in February/March and then 
in September they get a swipe of Cydectin on the 

back of the neck and tail.   

My fertility is between 60 and 90%. Maiden hens 
sometimes struggle to feed babies, so I transfer  
older chicks from other pairs to get them starting 
to feed.   

I still enjoy catching up with the fancy and      
judging. I have been a Budgie judge for 40 years 
and also enjoyed my many years on the Budgeri-
gar Society Council as a member, and one year as 
the Vice President. 

Yours in the fancy,                                                 
Shorty Rogers  QSM 

PS — Dave and Terry tell me I have bred the best 
hen they have ever seen! 

“Dear Feathered Friends” —     
An Article Submitted by     
Shorty  Rogers QSM  
Sincere thanks to Shorty for this article 

mailto:jane-adam@hotmail.com.au
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 2016 Patronage Show—An Invitation for 

All Breeders from across New Zealand 

The Budgerigar Society of New Zealand (Inc.) 
is delighted to take this opportunity of     
inviting all members from across the country 
to attend the 2016 Budgerigar Society       
Patronage Show.  

This prestigious Show on the Federation 
Show Calendar will be, as announced in the 
last Bulletin in October, hosted in 2016 by 
the Southland Bird Club. The BSNZ Council 
was delighted to have interest shown by 
two South Island Clubs keen to support the 
work of the BSNZ and local members, and 
sincerely hope that the Christchurch Club 
will be the hosts of the next Budgerigar Pat-
ronage Show to be held in the South Island.  

The Southland Club has announced that 
their Show dates for 2016 are May 13, 14 
and 15 and the BSNZ wanted to give very 
early notice of these dates so that all          
interested members have the opportunity 
to plan for their travel and transportation of 
their birds. The event will be held at the 
Gore Town and Country Stadium which, for 
those who recall, was the venue for the 
2014 Nationals. This venue, at 4 Bury Street, 
Gore, is a big venue which will make the 
open judging, that is a feature of this Show, 
a very easy situation to organise for the    
budgerigar judges and exhibitors alike. 

The Southland Club has given early notice 
that they will be providing transport from 
the airport in Invercargill as well as having 
available as many Show cages as required by 
out of town exhibitors. The Dunedin Club 
have also indicated their willingness to     
provide the same service out of the Dunedin 
airport and to supplement the supply of 
show cages, as needed, for those coming to 
the Show from around New Zealand.  

Please do seriously consider joining South-
land Club and the BSNZ to make this an   
outstanding Show and if you would like to 
make your birds available for the Auction, 
that is traditionally held in conjunction with 
this Show, start thinking about this now! 

 

Dates:   May 13, 14 and 15, 2016 

Venue:  Town and Country Stadium, Gore 

Hosts:   Southland Bird Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the Patronage Show dates being May 
13,14 and 15, this means that the Budgeri-
gar Society of New Zealand will be holding 
its Annual General on May 15, 2016. The 
timing, with holidays and preparation of the 
Remits for circulation to members and so 
forth, starts to get very tight in terms of the 
notice via the Bulletin so the Council would 
like to take this opportunity of inviting 
members to submit Remits for the consid-
eration of the membership. Attached to this 
copy of your Bulletin please find a copy of 
the form that must be completed should 
any member be interested in putting a        
Remit for consideration by the full member-
ship of the Budgerigar Society at the AGM. 

The process that is followed, for new mem-
bers of the Society, is essentially quite   
simple. If there is something that you     
believe is important and needs changing, 
submit a Remit on the enclosed form. This 
Remit will then be circulated for all       
members to consider and then vote on at 
the AGM or by Proxy Vote prior to this 
meeting. If the rule change is one that 
needs consideration by the Federation, 
then the Remit will be forwarded for       
consideration to the Federation AGM at the 
Nationals in Palmerston North in July 2016. 

Remits that have been passed recently have 
included changes to the Spangle classes and 
changes to the definition of Young Bird to 
include birds bred over the last two         
seasons, as well as the changes to the Nov-
ice breeders showing only BBE birds. 

Remits can be proposed and seconded by 
Novice breeders and Champions alike but 
all signatories must be financial members of 
the Budgerigar Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neale Love, one of the 

judges appointed for 

the Patronage Show, 

thus far. This photo-

graph was generously 

shared with us by Nola 

Bradford, the BSNSW 

photographer, and 

Kathy Manton who 

helped to find the 

image. The photograph 

was taken in Mandurah 

in Western Australia  

Remits for the 

2016 AGM in Gore: 

Best Bird at the Patronage 

Show in Dunedin, 2015 

Appointment of 
Judges for the 2016 

Patronage Show: 
The Budgerigar Society is delighted to 

have secured the services of a well 

respected judge from Queensland by 

the name of Neale Love. Neale was a 

National Judge for the ANBC Show 

that was held in Mandurah, Western 

Australia this year. We are delighted 

that he has agreed to share his judg-

ing expertise with us at the 2016    

Patronage Show.  

We have approached a second judge 

from Australia but are patiently 

awaiting a response. We will let you 

know as soon as we know more about 

the remaining judges for this great 

Show on our calendar! 

Join Us online in our 

Facebook Group? 

If you have recently joined Facebook or 

were thinking about doing so, please do 

join the discussions, support of new 

budgie breeders and camaraderie of the  

Budgie Society Group on Facebook. It is 

an excellent forum for creating interest 

in our hobby and to share your ideas 

about the future of breeding and exhib-

iting budgies in the New                       

Zealand setting.   https://

www.facebook.com/groups/                               

budgerigarsocietynz/ 
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Possible New Show Cage Drinkers for your Consideration  

to you to have a good 
look at the idea and 
to give us helpful feedback on the concept 
and the drinker itself. 

We are really interested in finding a solution 
to two of the issues we have and we hope 
you can help us: 

1. We are running out of our supply of the 
current open drinkers. 

2.  We are looking to find ways to prevent 
cross-contamination and thus improve our 
disease management strategies in the Show 
setting. 

Please share your ideas and opinions with 
the Council on sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com or 
with a Council member. 

Our supply of the current drinkers used by 
all exhibitors for Shows is fast running out 
and there has been communication from 
some members regarding the way in which 
the current drinkers are used at Shows that 
is a cause for concern.  

It is important that we really have a look at 
the aspects of disease management that 
are raised by the current use of our very 
open drinkers when our birds are in the 
Show setting: 

1. With the open nature of the drinker 
birds are able to “bathe” in the current 
style of drinker, thus wetting their 
feathers prior to judging. 

2. Once the birds are benched the       
drinkers are filled right up to the very 
top which is unnecessary as the bird 
will not ever drink that volume during a 
Show. 

3. Show personnel utilise a suction   
method of refilling drinkers and water 
removal at de-benching that has huge 
potential for the spread of disease 
from bird to bird. 

4. Birds can foul in the drinkers which is 
not a healthy option for birds stressed 
by the Show experience. 

 

To this end your Council has researched the 
drinkers being used by the U.K. Budgerigar 
Society and, through Grant Findlay, who 
many of you will have met at the Topflite 
National Show in Auckland in July, we have 
received a small supply of these to share 
with members who are interested in being 
a part of the discussion around the best 
way forward now that we are in a position 
where we have to order a new supply of 
these essential Show tools. Each Council 
member has been sent one of these drink-
ers in the mail so do contact someone close  

The U.K. drinker 

is 50mm high and  

40mm wide at its 

widest point. 

 

On each side of 

the flomatic 

drinker is a small 

groove where the 

drinker sits neatly 

onto the wires of 

the show cage. 

The drinker sits 

as the current one 

does between the 

3rd and 4th wire 

from the right as 

you look at the 

cage. 

The blue section 

at the bottom of 

the drinker rests 

neatly on the 

middle bar of the 

show cage front. 

The drinker    

contains 5ml of 

water which is 

enough to last a 

budgie for a 

weekend Show. 

Yes, this is 5ml 

and not a typo! 

Apologies Around the 

Website: 

Please accept our sincere thanks for your pa-

tience around the movement of the hosting 

of your BSNZ website to a new hosting 

platform. We appreciated members being in 

touch to let us know which parts of the site 

were still not up and running and we hope 

that members will continue to communicate 

with us about any broken sections that they 

locate for us. By now the Minutes of the 

Council meetings have been reloaded so that 

you can follow the work of the Council from 

the comfort of your device! 

The webmaster, Steve Macher, is very keen to 

receive any articles that you may have that 

would be useful for sharing with other     

members. Please contact him on                  

steve.nzbs@gmail.com  
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Feedback for Members on the Concept of a New Class 

for Young or Brand New Club Members: 

 

on other species such as 
finches and cockatiels 
where such class chang-
es will not have been 
made. If the BSNZ does 
not supply a couple of 
specific classes for this to 
take place we may well 
find huge differences 
across Clubs around the 
country. 

The essential question is 
around your Society being 
proactive in terms of sup-
porting growth in mem-
bership by providing a 
simple set of rules and 
guidelines for Clubs to use  
at their Shows. Such rules 
might be around, for ex-
ample, birds entered in 
the classes involved 
would not be eligible for 
Novice points, nor for any 
of the Awards in the Nov-
ice and Champion sec-
tions of the Show. The 
BSNZ might provide     
rosettes or other prizes as 
a way of assisting Clubs to 
move these Club mem-
bers from one level of 
exhibiting to the full Nov-
ice section with all the 
rules that surround show-
ing budgies at this level of 
involvement. 

Here’s hoping that this 
précis of the discussion by 
members is of interest to 
all members as they think 
about building our hobby 
into the next 20 years. 

 Two members were opposed to 
the idea of a class for new and 
young Club members as they 
believe that local Champion 
breeders should be mentoring 
new members, at Club level, to 
becoming Novices and exhib-
iting in the traditional manner. 

 Nine members were very posi-
tive about the concept on the 
basis of the fact that in order to 
attract new members, youthful 
members and people who have 
never been involved in exhib-
iting before, Clubs, Specialist 
Societies and the Federation 
need to be proactive in 
attracting new exhibitors and 
breeders to the fancy. 

 A couple of people suggested 
that if the membership had not 
changed the rules around Nov-
ice breeders only showing BBE 
birds, then this would not be an 
issue.  

So, as an overview of the whole con-
cept it would seem that our newer 
members would be in favour of the 
idea of a place, at local Club Shows, 
for new exhibitors. People in general 
seem to be in favour of some ave-
nues for attracting new people to 
the hobby. The issue, for some, is 
around how this might be achieved 
and the role of the Budgerigar Socie-
ty in this process. 

If, for example, the BSNZ member-
ship voted on changes to the classes 
in their class structure for people to 
show their budgies, this has impact 

 

If changes of any kind are to be made to   
assist Clubs, the Society and the Federa-
tion to build membership and be attractive 
to young people, then we need to make   
changes, that are designed to support as 
many people as possible to join local Clubs 
and to become a part of the Show scene. 
These changes need to be proposed by 
grassroots members and Council alike,   
supported through discussion and debate 
by all members, and then changes made, if 
deemed desirable, by the full membership. 

Your Council has received a heartening 
level of feedback on the concept of the 
creation of a new and special class for 
those people brand new to exhibiting 
budgerigars.  A number of e-mails were 
received, as a result of the request for 
feedback in the October Bulletin and a 
representative sample of these has been 
shared in the Letters to the Editor on p1. It 
is interesting to note that no negative 
feedback was sent in from those who   
considered any change to be detrimental 
to the hobby. 

Many members were a part of a robust 
and thoughtful debate in our Facebook 
Group and a precis of the discussion is 
reported here for the information of all 
members: 

 A total of twelve current members 
were involved in a mostly positive 
debate on the relative merits of hav-
ing a section at Club Shows designed 
for the very new Club members to 
enter birds for the first time. 

 A few members believe that this initi-
ative should be a Club-based initiative 
for them to use as a recruitment and 
retention tool. 
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How to 
Build a  
Simple 

Hospital 
Cage 

Cutting up the plywood. 

Kevin Rickerby’s Aviary  

Attaching the floor –holder pieces 

to the walls of the cage. 

There are many 
options available for cages to care for your unwell 
or injured budgies. This plywood version is a sim-
ple idea for those who might like to spend a few 
hours, over summer, upgrading their own set-up 
by building a very simple hospital cage. 

Materials Needed to Get Started: 

1. Cut the following sized pieces from 10-12mm 
plywood:  1 x 250mm X 390mm for the top                        
     1 x 265mm X 390mm for the base           
     2 x 260mm X 455mm for the sides          
     1 x 415 X 455mm for the back               
     1 x 235mm X 385mm for the “floor”     
     + Off-cuts of 5mm-6mm plywood  

2. Extras such as PVA glue, small panels pins of 
various lengths, undercoat/primer paint, high 
gloss white paint, a drill, a jig saw,   hammer, hole 
punch, filler etc. 

What To Do:  

1 Sand the rough cut edges of the plywood.             
2. Before nailing the pieces together, glue each 
surface to be bonded to reduce the opportunity 
of disease being harboured between the various 
plywood sections that make up the box.                                                                  
3. Use long panel pins to put all the pieces of the 
box together, drilling first to avoid any chance of 
the timber splitting as you hammer in the nails.                                                                
4.  Create the door opening on one side of the 
box by using the drill and a jig-saw. The opening 
should be about 118mm x 105mm in size and it is 
closer to the top than to the bottom of the box. 
Sand the edges of the opening until smooth.                                                                     
5.  Cut out a door to fit this opening using a small 
piece of the 5mm-6mm plywood off-cut. Sand the 
edges and surfaces of this section also.                                              

6. Complete the “floor” of the  cage by sand-
ing all edges of the designated piece and  
then drilling a cord sized gap in the edge of 
this piece, for the cord to go from the ther-
mostat to the lamp holder under this floor.                                                       
7.  To the inside walls of the box affix a nar-
row strip of offcut timber 230mm X 20mm at 
a height of 150 mm. This is where the floor 
will sit in place so both pieces need to be 
carefully measured to ensure they are even.                                  
8. Using another narrow piece of off-cut, 
create two narrow strips 25mm x 455mm 
and attach these using small panel pins to 
the front edge of the box. This is where the 
perspex will slide in and out when the cage is 
completed. Glue all edges to be adhered, as 
before.                                                                               
9.  Attach the back section of the box using 
glue and long panel pins as for the other 
sections.                                                                       
10. Punch in the nails, fill the holes and leave 
to dry prior to a final sand before applying 
an undercoat and then two high gloss white 
top coats to make the cage easy to clean 
after each use.                                                                                                   

Materials Needed to Complete the Project: 

1.  A piece of 3-4mm perspex for the front                                
2.  Black paint— for the bottom of the perspex                                                                         
3. A  bayonet batten holder and bulb                                                                                
4. A thermostat system to keep the cage at an 
even designated temperature.                                        
5. As an alternative a $30 reptile heat mat             
6. Very small 5mm—6mm off cut for the catch                                                                                         
7. A small hinge for the door– see images                                  
8. Small screw in eye for a simple door handle           
9.  Short length of dowelling or natural material    

What To Do:                                                                              

1. Ask a friendly electrician friend to attach the 
purchased lamp-holder and thermostat to the 
wall opposite the door of the hospital cage.                                          
2.  Make a hole in the wall for the electrical cord 
to exit the unit and link to the lamp holder.                    
3. OR use you reptile heat mat on the floor so 
your budgie can choose to be on the warm sec-
tion or the cooler section of the floor.                     
4. Use black paint to paint the bottom section of 
the perspex if using a lamp and thermostat.                                                                       
5. Complete the door of the cage using the two 
small hinges, the painted small piece of ply and 
attaching the hook as a door handle.                             
5. Attach the perch as in image below. 

Note: It is wise to ask a person who knows about 

wiring, your electrician, so that you make sure 

that this part of the project is completed safely.  

If I can make this simple hospital cage then so can 

every member out there! Good Luck and let us 

know how you get on and what changes you 

make to the design.                       Sheryl Baron  

All the pieces ready for  

sanding, gluing and 

nailing. 

The box is ready for 

making the door. 

Door placement. 

The floor in 

place in the box. 

The floor section showing the 

small cut in the side for the power 

cord. 

Undercoat-

ing is well 

underway. 

Close up 

of  

“perspex 

holder” 

section. 

A completed  

hospital cage. 

Close up of 

the door to 

the cage. 

The perch in 

place off the 

back wall. 
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Hamish Baron, B.VSc. 

After some very hot days in Invercargill, Dunedin and Christchurch 
this week, and the promise of an El Nino kind of summer in New 
Zealand, I thought that a few tips around what people can do to 
make it more comfortable for budgies in such heat might be use-
ful.  

Birds displaying signs of heat stress will show the following clinical 
signs: 

 Their wings will be held away from their body and slightly 
raised 

 They may be open mouth breathing or panting 

 They will be reluctant to eat or move around 

 They may be on the floor of the aviary to try and stay in the 
coolest areas 

 They may be lethargic and depressed and can pass away if the 
heat stress remains.  

It is important to remember that the native budgie adapted to 
survive in the outback of Australia. Our exhibition birds, though, 
are a far cry from the little green flying machines that still live in 
the desert fringes, and so it is important to support them through 
times of hot weather to prevent the advent of heat stress. Our 
newer members and Novices might appreciate some of these sim-
ple, yet effective, suggestions to reduce stress. 

1. In summer, have a water sprinkler attached to the roof of the 
outdoor section of your aviary, so it can be turned on when nec-
essary by anyone who is home at the time, or use a timer so that 

it comes on at set intervals when you are not at home. 

2. Have shallow dishes of water over the floor of the flights so the 
birds can bathe. In hot weather the birds will, most likely, be 
sitting on the ground.  

3. Spray the birds with a hose or spray bottle at regular intervals 
throughout the day.  

4. Put shade cloth over the flights and wet it. If there is any breeze 
it will blow colder air through the wet shade cloth.  

5. Do not have birds in the breeding room in January and Febru-
ary, if you live in an area that gets particularly hot. If you have any 
birds breeding, then in very hot weather the hens will be reluctant 
to abandon their eggs/chicks. The heat in the nest box will be   
intense and the hens will be the first to die.  

6. Set up fans in the breeding room. Open all doors and windows 
so long as they are meshed and the birds cannot escape. 

7. Nest boxes can be covered with damp cloths and refreshed  
regularly with cold water.  

8. Ice added to the drinking water will at least give them a cool 
drink.  

9. Wet spinach or greenery provided to the pairs or birds in the 
flights never fails to tempt them to bathe in it.  

10. If you have internal nest boxes, and can remove the lids, do so.  

11. If you have external nest boxes, think of some way you can 
open them without the hen getting out e.g. remove or prop up the 
lid and cover the top with pieces of mesh wire (cut to size well in 
advance).  

Many of our more experienced members will have devised differ-
ent ways to help their birds overcome the heat so it would be 
good to hear your experiences in future issues of our Bulletin 
Hopefully these tips will help in the welfare of our precious birds. 

Some of these ideas are courtesy of Jean Painter, budgie breeder and judge from Australia. 

Avoiding Heat Stress 

this Summer 

The re-formed Auckland Budgie Club, who are 

preparing for their first show in many years in 

2016 have had a couple of social activities for 

their members of late.  

October 17 saw an excellent Budgie Day hosted 

by Vince and Lynne Huston at their home and a 

month later was their Young Bird Show. The 

following prize winners won at this Show which 

was judged by Gary Carter: Best Bird and Best 

Novice, won by David Yates ...well done 

Best Champion: Jim Ziarno, Runner Up Best Nov-

ice: Garry Wells , Best Pied:  Vince Huston, Run-           

ner Up Best Pied 

and Best Novice 

Pied: Ngaire Mad-

den.  

Please enjoy the 

photos of these two great events. Thanks to 

Vince Huston and Carla Taylor for the photos 

they have shared with us for the BSNZ Bulletin. 

Auckland Budgie News— A Garden 

Party and Young Bird Show: 

Judge Carter at work Best Bird—Dave Yates Best Pied— Vince Huston 

Runner Up Best Novice— 

Ngaire Madden 

Outside Vince’s aviary 

Linda Patten and Janaya      

Randell 
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There are a Few Rings Left: 
If you need a few more rings to get you through to 

the end of the breeding season please let Dave 

know as we are getting to the end of the supply 

we ordered of A series rings. If more are needed 

and you have unused A series rings please let 

Dave know so that he can pair up those needing 

more and those with too many! 

 

Feedback Sought: 
1. Remits for the upcoming AGM on May 15, 

2016 in Gore. 

2. Opinions and thoughts on the sample show 

cage drinker as used in the U.K. 

3. Novice opinions on their Points Tables being 

included on the web site. 

4. Judges feedback on the Stewards and Judges 

Manuals sent to each judge. 

5. Thoughts on the concept of the BSNZ      

making some classes available  for  non-

exhibition exhibitors and their budgies at 

Club Shows across the country.   
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A light green normal ready to 

fledge 

A young opaline 
Sky blue cinnamon  

A young normal grey 
not yet fledged 
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