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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Bulletin Editor,
I would like to thank Vince
Huston for placing my name
forward to steward for Keith
Flockhart and Mike Fuller at
the Top Flight National Bird
Show. What an awesome experience!
Big thanks to both Keith and
Mike for taking the time to
explain and teach both stewards step by step the finer
points of what they look for
when judging each bird.

The BSNZ is proudly affiliated to the
World Budgerigar Organisation

Keith and Mike both went the
extra mile in making stewarding for them a very enjoyable
and great learning experience.

Council Chatter:

I learnt so much! I strongly
recommend this experience to
all other club members.

www.world-budgerigar.org

We have had a busy few months with the Show Season upon us and there are a number of points to
share with members in this edition of your Bulletin:



The Patronage for each of the Shows this season has been collated as we go to print and members
should receive their cheques within the week.



The collation of all Novice points is underway and, again, the spreadsheet for each Novice to check
should be with you within the month.



If you have changed your address during the past year and NOT notified the Secretary or Treasurer
please do so soon so that accurate information can be included in the Year Book and Budgie Year
Booklet which will be produced for each member again this year as in 2015.



A DVD of the TopFlite National Bird Show hosted by the Auckland Met Club is available for ordering.
Please send your order and $20 to Dave Nicholson, 9 Pelorus Place, Pakuranga, Auckland 2010.



A sub-Committee of interested people is being assembled to work on a complete re-write and update of the BSNZ Steward’s Manual and Judges’ Manual. If you would like to be involved please
contact the Secretary in the first instance: sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com



We are working to create a complete document on the Colour Standards for inclusion on the website and have a sub-Committee ready to go. If you have good quality photographs of birds of any of
the varieties available in New Zealand please contact the Secretary, as above.



I, for one, will definitely be
placing my name forward to
steward for these two judges
again in the future.
Regards
Dave Yates
Dear Editor,

A sub-Committee is being called for to look into budgie health issues — see p 10 of this Issue

Thanks so much to the President, Mike Fuller, for providing such a comprehensive
overview, at the recent BSNZ
meeting at the Nationals, of
the
Budgerigar
Society’s future strategy. It is exciting and, in my view, extremely
well focused. I wish you all the
very best with its implementation.
With the kindest of regards,
Geoff Callister
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Our new President, Mike
Fuller, presents his first
President’s Report with
some feedback on our two
major Shows and a look at
some items of interest to
all members as we move
the Society forward.

President’s Report:
Most of our members will know me, however, for the
newer members please let me introduce myself. My
name is Michael (Mike) Fuller. I live in Dunedin and I
have been involved with Budgies nearly all my life. I
have been President once before prior to Dave Ingoe’s
term (it feels like a life time ago). I have been a champion breeder and judge for nearly 20 years and have
spent a large amount of time on the Council over this
time. My commitment to you, our members, is to listen
and to offer any help that is required. Please feel free
to contact me should you have any feedback.
In this report we have a number of items to cover.
Firstly, may I please start by congratulating all the
members who exhibited over the last 3 months or have
helped out in other ways with the various shows across
the country. I know the clubs that you belong to will
have appreciated your support, as does the Society.
There have been a good number of exhibitors that have
won on the show bench this year in both Islands. following on from last year’s AGM we had two serious
rule changes, these being the Young Bird Class and also
the BBE for Novice birds. Both of these changes have
affected the numbers of budgies on the show bench
this year. However, we considered that it would take a
couple of years to even out especially in the Young Bird
against AA classes. Your Council is looking into slight
changes for next year’s shows. These would include a
couple of new classes for bought and un-rung birds.
These classes would not be eligible for major awards
nor would exhibitors gain any points towards becoming
a champion exhibitor. The second change is to mirror
the BBE in novice across the champion classes. Do let
us have your feedback once you had a chance to think
on these ideas.
In June we successfully held, in Dunedin, our annual
Patronage Show. Everything except the temperature of
the venue went well (I know the Dunedin Club is working on this for future shows). The format of the show is
that it is Open Judging with North Island judges Merv
Johnston and Dave Ingoe judging the Champion section
and a South Islander in Mike Hannan the Novice section. The show itself has a large emphasis on the varieties with 16 awards being on offer per section. Each
section is also judged to the best three birds in that
class. This year the show was tweaked slightly in that
each variety was judged i.e. Light Green 501, 521, 551
& 571 classes were judged separately then the top 3
light greens were selected, then the judges moved onto
the Grey Greens etc. At the end of the judging the
judges had the top 16 variety winners and selected
their best 2 birds from this. I would like to congratulate
Kevin Rickerby and his Sky Blue cock bird for being Best
in Show and Shane Pow for his best Novice Grey cock
bird. The beauty of this Show, with the emphasis on
varieties, is that many of our members who exhibited
won prize money and we were also able to see one of
the largest Grey Wing classes. The Saturday afternoon
concluded with our annual Auction. May I please take
this opportunity to thank the many breeders that made
birds available for our members and offer special
thanks to Steve Macher for his work with the website,
and Mike Hannan for being our auctioneer. On the
Sunday we held our AGM. This was well supported,
with your new council being Mike Fuller, Steve Macher

(Vice President) Sheryl Baron (Secretary) Dave Ingoe
(Treasurer/Ring Register) and your four councillors being
Tony Grinter, Mike Hannan, Vince Huston and Derek
Lourens. We extend a special welcome to Derek, from
the Auckland Met Club, to the council. The AGM was
concluded with a general discussion on what the members were looking for from the Council. The main talking
points were: the ring issue date changing to the 1st of
January each year; all members would like to see what
the council is working on; and the continuation of the
new booklet that we produced last year.
Last week in Auckland was the Topflight Grand National
Show. I cannot remember, in recent times, seeing so
many people, both Bird Club members and the public,
attend a show! It was like the Boxing Day sales! My hat
is off to the outstanding effort by the Auckland Met Club
and its members. The BSNZ was very lucky to have had
two of the world’s best budgie judges attend and judge
the champion section. These judges were Gerd Bleicher
from Germany and Grant Findlay from Scotland. The
amount of knowledge that these two gentlemen have
and were willing to pass on was unbelievable. Anyone
who had the opportunity to talk to them would have
learnt so much. The Best Budgie in Show was exhibited
by Terry & Linda Patten, (see images later in the Bulletin). The bird, a grey green A/A cock, was beautifully
presented, as always from this stud. The runner-up and
also Best Young Bird was from John Rosser. This bird,
again, was presented extremely well and was a grey cock
bird. The Novice section was judged in tandem by Keith
Flockhart and myself. The quality of the novice birds was
very good. The overall best bird was owned and bred by
Carol Hughes and Ian Silk. This is an outstanding hen:
yes, it has a major fault with the severity of the flecking!
However, I am sure any member, myself included, who
attended the Show would take this bird home with
them. The bird itself ended up 5th best in Show and best
hen. The international judges believed it to be the best
bird in the show, however, the severity of the flecking
meant it was penalised. The rest of the show, for me,
was taken up with meetings in one form or another.
From the Federation AGM meeting there were a couple
of relevant topics. The first was that the Federation will
allow us to have virtual membership. What this means is
that members who join us via this online route will not
have to be part of a Club. However, their membership
will be limited. They will be eligible to have the Bulletin
delivered via e-mail but will be unable to vote or purchase rings. The second topic was that the BSNZ Council
supported the reinstatement of Tom and Rosemary
Tutbury back into the Federation from March 2016. We
feel, that like many of our members who have looked
into the PBS Inc. and what they have to offer, Tom and
Rosemary have discovered that the grass is not always
greener on the other side and that sometimes all the
good work that the NZBS does for its members, that
often goes unrecognised, is of great value.
The final day of the Show was time for me to address the
members with our vision going forward. The Council is
planning to bring additional members into the small subCommittees to help with specific projects when required. We are always looking into how to improve the
hobby for all of our members, and invite feedback and
contributions moving forward. The BSNZ meeting was
concluded with a very good Q&A session from Grant
Findlay. See more on an interview with Grant elsewhere
in the Bulletin with more comment by him.
Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to wish all
the membership a happy and successful breeding season. Please remember that we have a great website and
Facebook page that may have information you are looking for. Should you need any assistance over the breeding season with any questions or problems that you may
encounter join us on Facebook to ask questions and to
offer advice for others.

A Peep at a Rare Variety:

Fallow

A number of respected breeders from
around the country have begun to ask
about how we can locate some of the
very rare varieties in New Zealand. One
such variety is the FALLOW. If you
know of any pet breeders or exhibition
breeders who still have any of these
please do let the Council know so that
we can notify interested breeders and
attempt to bring this variety back from
the verge of extinction in New Zealand.
The very best way to save these varieties
is for all of us to share our knowledge
and resources to breed in volume.
Three characteristics are associated with
this mutation: red or plum eyes, medium brown wing markings and diluted
body colour. The feet are pinkish grey
and the cere in the cocks is fleshy pink.
All markings on the back of the head
and neck are of medium brown.
According to an article by Ghalib AlNasser on red-eye budgerigars, in the
link below, the name fallow was originally derived from the German word
falben used to distinguish new mutations appearing in Germany. Both the
German word falben and the English
word fallow mean “uncultivated” which,
when applied to budgerigars implied
that the pigment was uncultivated, or
not in its usual finished condition.
The production of the fallow will be like
any of the recessive characters which acts
as a simple autosomal recessive gene and
the rules of their reproduction are as follows: Fallow x Normal = 100% Normal/
Fallow; Fallow x Normal/Fallow = 50%
Fallow and 50% Normal/Fallow; Fallow X
Fallow = 100% Fallow. There are other less
desirable pairings that result in considerable wastage and it may be necessary to use
these pairings in order to pull this variety
back into our New Zealand situation.
From: Ghalib Al-Nasser , http://www.alnasser.co.uk/article23.htm
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Violet Fallow Hen

Yellow-faced
Fallow hen

Sky Blue Fallow
Cock

Violet Fallow Cock

Light green Fallow
Hen

Sky Blue Fallow
Cock

Meet Neville Collins — Fallow Breeder
Neville has always been very keen on genetics and he bred his first budgies when he was about 10 years old. Neville is now 74. He had a period
when he was without birds for a few years when his family were young. Breeding up these fallows , according to Neville, has been very enjoyable even though progress has been very slow. His fallow breeding started with two red eyed white males with a few brown marks on their
wings. He thought that they were recessive pied lacewing birds, but when they were mated to lacewing hens they produced normal chicks so it
was then that Neville realised that their mutation was recessive pied fallow. Out of these small beginnings he has managed to breed quite a
few fallows from their descendants but the lacewing and recessive pied genes are still present in some of them. Because Neville chooses not to
breed closely related birds together, his progress, up till now, has been quite slow. His last project, before turning to the fallow variety was
breeding lacewings but that was much easier because they are sex-linked. Neville does not show his budgies and he prefers a compact tight
feathered bird over the modern show type, so to get Neville’s fallows looking like the more modern show birds would take several more generations of hard work and outcrossing.
It is great to know that there are still a few folk out there working on some of the rarer varieties and we thank Neville for sharing his project
with all members of the BSNZ and wish him continued good luck with breeding this fallow variety.

THE ART OF JANE E. ADAM
Is now based in NEW ZEALAND.
Offering High Quality Original ART of Sculptures & Paintings

For Information & Current Prices please contact:
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A Rare and Special Treat for One Novice Breeder:
Sheryl Baron had the opportunity, on her recent trip to England and parts of Europe, to
attend the WBO Show and to visit the aviary of one of the biggest names in international budgie breeding in the form of Ghalib Al-Nasser. The article below shares a little
of her experience of when she visited Ghalib and Janice’s aviary in June.
Ghalib al Al-Nasser has been variously described
over a lengthy period in international budgerigar circles, but the comment passed very
recently by a New Zealand breeder of some
repute, when he heard of my impending visit to
the UK aviary of this icon of the budgie world,
summed it up perfectly when he stated that I
was "the envy of the hobby."
Finding Ghalib and Janice's home in rural Suffolk
was our first challenge as Emily, our Sat-Nav
bossy boots, decided to take us on an overland
expedition through rural England, through
beautiful small villages peppered with cute
thatched cottages and quaint old
pubs festooned with brightly
planted hanging baskets and
tempting pub food menus.
We were only a few minutes late
for our 2pm appointment at
"Evenstar" and emerged from our
car to be greeted by two glorious
and rambunctious dogs and a delicious plate of home-made food,
baked just that morning by Janice,
in the kitchen of their ample sized
home. We were delighted by the
warm hospitality of this obvious
"team" who were so in tune with each other
that they finished each other's sentences as
they
reminisced about
their travels to
both New Zealand and Australia in pursuit
of shows and
budgie friends.
Ghalib
has
been in budgies forever, or
so it seems,
and with just a
four year break
many
years
ago, has established, with Janice, a stud of significant local
and international repute. He and Janice had just
returned from their Gold and Area Society Specialist and Rare Variety Show in Harston, Cambridgeshire, over the weekend armed with four
best of colour awards, so there was a perfect
launch point for us to start our viewing of the
birds in the stud.
The Al Nasser aviary carries between 300 and
400 birds at any one time, with the older nonbreeding birds housed in a large indoor flight
with access to a sizeable outdoor area. The
young fledglings and young birds, accompanied
by a few older, wiser birds for the teaching and

calming influence, are housed in 2mx1mx1m
flights which Ghalib has set up in two sets of
two, placed one atop the other. He calls these
his double decker flights for their resemblance
to the archetypical British double decker buses!
These flights are robustly constructed and come
as flat packs all ready to be assembled, from
Germany. Each flight houses thirty budgies easily
and even more young fledglings just out of the
nest.
The aviary set up itself is 9.75m long and 3.66m
wide and the full length of the aviary is taken up
with a bank of breeding cages - a total of forty all

This visit to the aviary of Ghalib and Janice
Al Nasser was a rare and special treat for
this Novice breeder, the memory of which
will remain long after the memory of other
parts of our journey fade. I sincerely thank
Ghalib and Janice for their warm hospitality and openness to share their stud and
experiences with budgerigars.

The Al-Nasser Aviary

up. A smaller room of 2.5m square is used as a The “double
preparation and storage room with the main decker flights
aviary, therefore, being a spacious and un- for the
cluttered space. The long wall opposite the younger birds
breeding cages has windows above a long bench
for use when working with the birds. The whole
set up is light and airy with a great feeling of
space.
But for a Novice breeder from the Antipodes,
the main impact of this aviary lay in the quality
of birds within it! And this is where the difference lies between these quality British birds and
the very best of their New Zealand cousins. The
length and quality of their feather, the directional feather and the depth of mask is truly spectacular. But the biggest differences must surely be
in the size of head in the modern bird. The "4
bar" width is the standard by which budgies are
now measured, according to my understanding
from Ghalib and the other speakers at the WBO
Convention at Stoke on Trent.
This "measure" refers to the width of blow on
the bird as being as wide as four bars on the
show cage.
The photographs of a range of birds from Ghalib
and Janice's aviary are a representative selection
of the style and quality that can be seen across
the whole stud, and they are examples of what
we can aspire to here in this country, given
Images of birds from the
careful husbandry, logical and thoughtful
aviary visit to Ghalib and
pairings and long term effort!!
Janice Al-Nasser.
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The Budgerigar Society Convention 2015: Stoke-on–Trent
The opportunity to attend the UK Budgerigar
Society Convention and celebration of their 90th
Anniversary in Staffordshire, England meant the
chance to hear some outstanding speakers talk
about their studs and the background behind
their success in breeding budgerigars. In this and
in subsequent Bulletins, Sheryl Baron will share
her notes from a range of keynote speakers at
this Convention that
also hosted the World
Budgerigar Organisation (WBO) AGM on
the first day of the
Convention.
Watch
out for a series of articles by well-known
budgie breeders from
both the UK and Europe as we seek to
learn, from our international
colleagues,
more about the art of
breeding high quality
budgies.
Harry Hockaday has
been breeding budgies
since he was 16 years
old and has been
breeding them, now,
for 45 years. He spoke
eloquently and at
length about the very
basic aspects of building a quality stud and
there was much of
great interest to take
and apply immediately
and then even more to think about and then try
to adapt for the New Zealand scene or one’s own
aviary set up.
Harry believes that a very important factor in this
hobby is that there is no right way of doing things.
His overriding advice would be to breed the birds
how you want to breed them and select those
techniques and a set up that suits you.

The Aviary Set-Up
Fundamentally, Harry says the more room you
have the better and just because you have plenty
of room does not mean you have to fill it. He has

HARRY HOCKADAY—BUDGIE BASICS
two bird rooms, each 20 feet by 15 feet and
this season used 30 breeding cages – producing 190 chicks. In a planned house move he
intends to increase the size of his bird room to
28 feet by 16 feet and use 50 breeding cages.

His inside flights are tiled and in the baby
flight he uses plastic or aluminium perching as
this is easy to clean. The only wood in the
flight is a piece of apple tree attached to the
wall for the youngsters to climb on and peck
at. There is wooden perching in the adult
flight. He really takes care when advancing the
babies from the breeding cages. Firstly, they
go into a stock cage and once he is satisfied
with their progress they are moved to a nursery flight and then to a baby flight. To minimise
stress he always tries to move them in batches
as their pecking order will already have been
established at the previous stages.

Breeding Cages
Harry uses all-wire breeding cages measuring 16” x 16” x 23” with nest boxes of 8” x 8”
x 10”. He concedes
that wire cages are
not
everyone’s
choice and some just
don’t like the way
they look but they
work for him. One
thing that he likes is
that they can be
moved around as
cages become vacant, which means
breeding pairs can be
close to each other
rather than isolated
as they can become
with wooden cages.
He also uses small
nest boxes as heat is
essential in early life
to promote growth.
The small nest box
size helps with this,
in his opinion. The
size of his nest boxes
also means that the
cock bird spends
more time out of the
box because there is
very little room inside. So when the hen comes out of the box
he is really pleased to see her and so fertility
improves!

Dietary Tips
His birds are fed on a simple 50:50 seed mix
of canary and millet seeds plus soft food,
although he does not feed egg food – wild
budgerigar eat seed when it is still green –
our seed which has been dried is effectively
over-ripe and some of the goodness is lost
and so, Harry believes, supplements are
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important. He does not, however, provide cuttle fish or grit.
His rationale is that cuttlefish is
a really inefficient way to provide calcium as so little is actually absorbed, especially as
there is liquid calcium now
available. He does use the
iodine blocks that are now
available as they are hardier
and last longer as well. As for
grit, once again, he says, he
can provide minerals and trace
elements via dietary supplements – the birds might like
both cuttlefish and grit but
they do not need it. In fact, he
has not provided grit for 20
years in his aviaries. To avoid
the waste that he experiences
with a seed based diet he
sieves the seed from the dust
from the breeding cages and
then feeds the saved seed in
the flights. His soft food regime
consists largely of vegetables
such as fennel, sweet corn,
carrot, broccoli etc. Harry mixes his blend of vegetables in a
blender and then adds his
soaked seed mix, the chick crumble mentioned
below, soaked red millet and hulled oats. He
does not ever soak the oats but adds the hulled
oats later after the vegetables are all blended. He
does not use any egg-food for fear of the birds
consuming any that has spilt and gone bad. However, he does use chick crumb in place of the egg
-food. Harry considers it important to use the
non-medicated
variety
and
also
Just
Thrive’n’Gloss for protein. The addition of Japanese and red millet sprays rounds out his basic
feed regime. In his view, one of the most underrated items is the water that we provide for our
birds and he referred to this point as his “Star
Tip.” Basically, he does not trust the water that
comes from our taps. The consistency in quality
can vary from day to day depending on what
chemicals the water treatment plant has added.
To ensure a consistent quality he only feeds
bottled water. In the past he used to get birds
with green vents from time to time – now this is
a thing of the past since he changed the water
that he fed his birds.

Breeding Tips
Harry has a some sensible suggestions around
what he does and does not do with respect to his
nesting pairs and breeding regimes. He uses the

A nest full of blues ready to
fledge, raised on the
new regime.

introduction of what he refers to as “special
food” as one of the triggers for birds to come
into condition so he does not feed anything
extra when it is not the breeding season. So
when his birds are not breeding he does not
give soft food or any supplements. He believes
that the raising of three chicks is the ideal
number of chicks for a hen to raise with a
maximum of four if absolutely necessary. He
labels his eggs in the order in which they are
laid and if it is necessary he moves eggs
around from nest to nest to ensure that none
of his hens are over stressed by having too
many chicks to raise. He believes that breeders will get the biggest, strongest birds out of
nests where the pair have not had a struggle
to ensure too many chicks survive. He strongly
believes that if a chick looks as if it is not doing
well in the nest it should be removed and fed
and then put back in the nest where it can,
more successfully, fend for itself. He always
feeds a chick that is being neglected in a nest.
He feeds young chicks in one of two ways. The
first is by using a small teaspoon. Once the
chick is full it will turn over on its back and is
ready to go back into the nest. The other
method he uses is the crop needle which he
refers to as a life saver in the bird room. He
actively encourages all breeders to teach

themselves the skill of crop feeding using a
crop needle so that in times of need babies can
be fed , treatments can be administered, a sick
bird can be topped up etc.

Health Issues
Harry touched on the topic of the outcomes of
the breeder desire for long feather in our birds.
He says that many birds in our studs are crippled by this pursuit of the long feather . Many
birds succumb to feather cysts and result in
long flights and long tails. He holds the opinion
that this long-flighted situation is not a problem
but, rather, is a feature that can and should be
worked with in the pursuit of the perfect bird.
Harry has a well established programme of
supplements that he believes protects his birds
from many of the diseases out there and uses
liquid calcium, a probiotic as well as some medicinal treatments that he buys from Australian
sources to protect his stud. He also uses a product, designed
for use in
pigeons,
called
Immunity Gold
which he
uses all
year
round.
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A Look at The Topflite
National Bird Show:
From a Budgie Breeder’s
Perspective
The Auckland Met Club hosted an outstanding
National Show and budgie breeders from across
the length of the country took the opportunity to
exhibit their birds and pit their best birds against
those of other exhibitors. The Budgerigar Society
takes this opportunity to formally congratulate
the winners of the big prizes, as well as those who
won their colour sections. The Best Bird award,
on the day, went to the partnership of Terry and
Linda Patten. It is interesting to see on p9 their
winning bird at the 1992 National Show held in
Gisborne and to compare and contrast the style
of the two birds. It is an excellent chance to see
first hand and visually just how far this stud has
developed over these past 23 years.
The award for the Best Young Bird was presented
to John Rosser with his normal grey cock bird. It
was great to see the delight and excitement that
John experienced on the success of his bird.
The award for Best Any Age Opposite Sex Budgie
in Show was presented to the partnership of Tony
and Robyn Grinter who remain an ever-present
winning partnership on the show benches around
their home town area and at the Patronage and
National Shows.

Best Budgie

Best Young Bird

Mike Fuller has reported fully on the winner of
the Best Budgie in the Novice section in his President’s report, highlighting the fact that despite
the heavy flecking on the bird, the overseas judges would have rated this bird as Best in Show if it
had not been penalised heavily for the flecking on
its head. The Hughes Silk partnership must be
very pleased with this outcome from their stud
and deserve the congratulations of every member
of the BSNZ for their efforts this season.
The venue, crowd involvement and hospitality at
this Show was truly excellent and the BSNZ would
like to extend the congratulations of every member to the Auckland Met Club for accepting the
challenge and then producing a world class National Show. The venue was buzzing with activity
at all times, the public was entranced and the
various meetings were informative and lively with
positive debate and considered criticism. The
Topflite National Show will be hosted in Palmerston North and the Budgie Society will be actively
supporting this Club by encouraging as many
members as possible to exhibit their birds to

Best AA Opposite Sex

Best Novice, Best YB
Opposite Sex

make this next Show as fabulous as the previous
ones!
The budgie benching numbers were down on
previous Nationals but, as Mike mentioned in the
President’s Report on p2, this may be a direct
result of the rule changes that our membership
voted on at the 2014 AGM whereby the Novice
breeders must show BBE birds only and also the
changes to the Young Bird Classes this year. It
was interesting to note that the number of budgies benched was 18% of the total number of birds
entered which compares favourably to the national average percentage of 19% across all the
Club Shows including the Patronage Show. See
the Table on p8 for an overview from the Federation of the Show benchings for this year which
some may find interesting.
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Some Statistics for the Record Books:
These statistics have been collated from the detail distributed over the past two years by the Federation for the interest
of BSNZ members. They are “unofficial” but nonetheless, very interesting for us all to consider.

And from the local paper about the Nationals in Howick:
It is excellent to see the fabulous advertising that
Auckland Met managed to engender around their
Show. This article appeared featuring the two international budgie judges and there was also coverage on
the Television 3 News. The Club is a role model for
what can be done to promote our hobby if there are
people willing to get involved in the promotion side of
the Show preparation. The image below was featured
in a 2013 issue of the Bulletin and featured BSNZ
members fundraising for the National Show so this
just demonstrates how much goes on behind the
scenes to prepare to host the Nationals.
CONGRATULATIONS to the Auckland Met Club on an
excellent event!
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An Interview with Grant Findlay—Visiting
International Budgie Judge from Scotland
When did You First Get into Birds?
My father kept birds and when I was around 10
years old I had to do a project at school about
hobbies. I decided, with the help of my teacher,
to do my research around my father’s hobby. As
part of the presentation I took half a dozen of my
father’s birds to school to share with my classmates. From that day on I was hooked. Between
the ages of 10 and 16 I showed as a Junior but
then there was a rule change that meant that I
had to show as a Champion because my father
was one. I went into partnership with my father
and have been a Champion ever since. I was, at
the time, and probably ever since the youngest
Champion breeder in the U.K.

What Prompted you to become a
Judge?
Lots of local Clubs near where I lived an showed
my birds had local Table Shows and I very much
enjoyed the process. I judged my first big Show in
the mid 1990s. Judging has been a very good way
for me to see parts of the world I might never
have visited and has taken me to Norway, where I
judged my first overseas Show, Canada, the
U.S.A.,South Africa on three occasions, Brazil,
Israel, all the European countries, Australia and
now New Zealand. I really enjoy the judging aspect of the hobby and it is a real honour to be
invited to judge initially and especially to be
asked back a second time. The U.K. adopted a
Judges Training Scheme in the mid 1980s and this
has improved the standard of judging by helping
judges to identify the numerous varieties and
colours on offer.

together and not get a single crested in the nest. I
also enjoy Clearbodies — both Texas and Easleys.
Easleys are a variety that look like badly marked
opalines but the TCBs are special. My favourites
are the grey/green and grey colours. The breeding of clearbodies is interesting and the use of big
normal is so important.

What Do You Consider to be the
Biggest Issue Facing NZ Breeders?
I think that your birds still need to achieve greater width in the head and better directional feather. There is a fine line between achieving this and
going too far so that the budgies are no longer
able to fly as they are too heavy and their feather
structure is too long and of too much volume as
we are seeing in many of the European budgies. If
New Zealand breeders can select for a wider
head and improved directional feather in the
breeding room I can see the potential for continuing improvement of the birds on the bench
here.

What is You Role in the U.K. BS?

Currently I am the Society Administrator which is
a four day a week job. We currently have 2520
members and about 150 judges. I deal with all
the subscriptions and ring sales, correspondence
and the ordering of the products available to
members through the Society. I organise the
National Show and once in every five years the
Anniversary Convention which was held this year
in Stoke-on-Trent. There are ten area Societies in
the U.K. that organise the more local Shows.
Clubs in the U.K have moved away from being all
What is Your Favourite Variety?
bird Clubs and most are Budgie-only Clubs. I think
I have a few favourites and I enjoy those birds this is sad as breeders should be working togeththat are a challenge to breed. So Cresteds are my er to promote the breeding of all bird species.
biggest challenge as you can pair two crested

What are the Issues for the Future
of Budgie Breeding and Showing?
The area of recruitment and retention is crucial. It
is so important to tap into the huge resource of
the backyard breeder and begin to encourage
them into showing birds by having them join the
local Clubs. I believe that we, in the U.K. and
across the world, could learn so much from the
way the Auckland Met ran their Show in terms of
the excellent PR job they did. Enticing children to
become involved through the colouring-in competition, and offering the child free entry to the
Show, inviting Schools and Retirement Villages
entry on the Friday of the Show were excellent
initiatives that I will be taking home to the U.K.
with me as ways to target new breeders and encourage them into our hobby. The most important target groups, in my opinion are the very
young ie. children and those who are post retirement and looking for a hobby after their work life
is over.
Another significant challenge that needs to be
given attention is the vital role of encouraging
breeders to set aside a couple of breeding cages
to foster the breeding of the rarer varieties. I can
see that the BSNZ has begun this process by featuring an interesting section in each Bulletin on a
rare variety but breeders all over the world need
to be aware of this so that some varieties are not
lost forever as breeders breed for bigger Show
birds in the traditionally strong varieties.
And finally, I think the whole area of budgie
health is an area that we should be tackling and
encouraging international co-operation around so
that we can find solutions to the international
issues of megabacteria, polyoma virus and other
budgie-related health issues.
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A Look Back at Some Showing History
from the early 1990s
Courtesy of Keith Flockhart— BSNZ Judge

The winner of the
Best Blue series
Pied at the 1992
Nationals.

This yellow face grey is one of earliest YF
or lemon face, as they were called in those
days and belonged to Colin Mc Intosh.

At right is the Best
Novice at the 1993
National Show.

A fallow shown by Shirley O’Halloran
at the 1992 National at Gisborne. It
was runner-up to the Best CYCR.

This bird, bred by Terry and
Linda Patten won the Gisborne
National in 1992.

With the 2015 Show season just completed
and the memories of the Topflite Nationals
fresh in the minds of those who could attend
this prestigious event on the New Zealand
Show calendar, it is timely that Keith Flockhart has submitted the collection of images
and captions seen on this page.
These images are an excellent reminder of
how far we have come in this country since
these National Shows! We often look at the

The light green opaline bird above was
the winner of Best Bird in Show in 1993.

birds that we see online or in articles that
appear in the Bulletin from judges who
have judged at overseas Shows, and erroneously believe that we have been surpassed by the rest of the budgie breeding
world. These pictorial reminders of winning birds from a bygone era are an important record of a previous time and
demonstrate how far we have come
since prior to the importation of the English budgies in the early 1990s.

Disease Management SubCommittee, Perhaps? - Hamish Baron, Vet
Each time a Bulletin comes out I write articles that I hope go some
way to assist members of the BSNZ and their work in the breeding
room, on the show bench, and in their aviary at large, with a range
of disease issues and possible prevention strategies. Following on
from the research that I conducted as part of my B.VSc. degree,
the results of which were shared with members through the Bulletin and in a seminar hosted by the Pied Society est. 1959 in Hamilton, I would like to propose an initiative that might begin the process of really tackling the issues that confront budgie breeders
across the world. After speaking with Grant Findlay, the international judge who judged at the Topflite National Show, I would like
to propose that the BSNZ work together with budgie societies
from across the globe, to really investigate control and prevention
strategies for polyoma virus and more effective treatment regimes
for macrorhabdus orthnithogaster (megabacteria), as well as a
variety of other disease processes that affect budgerigars in captivity. To this end I would like to work with other interested members to establish a sub-Committee, that will work alongside the
Council, to establish and implement a pathway for improving the

The Pieds, prior to the English birds
coming in, were basically a flighted pied or
banded pied. Flighted pieds varied on pied
markings with some only having head
spots and maybe the odd flight to both
flights and tails being pied.

health of budgerigars in New Zealand.
If you would like to volunteer your
skills for this sub-Committee, I would
be very pleased to hear from you—
if you have data collection and assessment skills, fundraising, or just
a general interest in improving the
health and welfare of birds in New
Zealand, please contact me so
that we can get this initiative off
the ground and, perhaps, lead the world
in establishing a common pathway for disease prevention. It
would be ideal if we could come up with a document that defined
the scope and direction of a disease control and prevention strategy, with ideas around funding and possible co-operation with our
trans-Tasman neighbours and other international Budgerigar Societies so that this could, long term, be used as a model and framework for us all working together internationally. Please be in touch
with me on hamish.baron@sydney.edu.au

Membership Forms
If you have not renewed your membership and ordered your rings
NOW is the time to do this so you have your rings ready for your
chicks arriving!
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A Respectful Reminder:
The Council of the BSNZ would like to remind all
members that this wonderful hobby of ours is one
to be enjoyed by all members, Champions and
Novices, Judges and Council members alike. We
would remind all members that there is an expectation that everyone has the right to be treated
with respect at all times. Please remember that
when the Council receives a complaint regarding
the behaviour or conduct of another member, this
will be followed up and will be treated with the
upmost seriousness and courtesy to all involved.
If any individual or group of members has an issue
with any aspect of the behaviour of another memPresident: Mike Fuller: mike.tracey@clear.net.nz
Ph: (03) 488 4150 ber, the running of a Show, or the execution of
the rules of the Society, the first course of action
Vice-President & Webmaster: Steve Macher: steve.nzbs@gmail.com Ph: (021) 720 988 is to notify the Society, in writing, so that any
matter can be dealt with appropriately and quickTreasurer and Ring Registrar: David Ingoe: dbingoe@ewc.co.nz
Ph: (06) 868 1606 ly. All e-mails can be sent to:
sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com. Let’s all work together to
Secretary: Sheryl Baron: sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com
Ph: (027) 216 3568
build our Society and to treat each other with the
level of respect we expect from others! We need
Council Members
to move quickly to a position where members
trust each other and respect is a good start.

Council Member Contact Details

Mike Hannan: mikeandannette1@slingshot.co.nz
Tony Grinter: agrinter@xnet.co.nz
Vince Huston: vinceandlynneh@vodafone.co.nz
Derek Lourens: derek.esme@xtra.co.nz

Ph:
Ph:
Ph:
Ph:

(03)
(07)
(09)
(09)

489
849
534
271

1774
4686
4988
3774
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