
Council Chatter: 
Lots of things have been going on behind the scenes since our last Bulletin: 

 The enlargement of the base of Johnny Walker Cup to enable the names of the latest win-
ners to be included on it. Herbie Duston, from the Southland Club, has very generously 
agreed to build a robust container for the enlarged Cup so that it can be safely moved 
around the country to the National Shows. 

 The completion of a Patronage Show document for all Clubs, to help them with their decision 
to host a Budgerigar Patronage Show. We hope that this means that Society members will be 
able to petition their Club committees about this and to encourage more Clubs to, perhaps, 
improve their budgie benchings by hosting this Show. 

 The circulation of our first trial e-Budgie communication to enhance communication and 
provide better service to the membership. 

 The completion of the Novice points for the current Show season. The plan is to have these 
uploaded to the website and available for members to check their own points as the 2015 
Catalogues come in from Clubs as another service to members. 

 The finalisation of the points for the Colour Awards— these will be notified to winners as 
soon as the last of the points has been collated from judges. 

 The re-vamp of Trevor Watkinson’s 1977 booklet, “A Beginner’s Guide to Budgerigar Keeping 
in New Zealand” is well underway, thanks to patron, Keith Flockhart and Hamish Baron, our 
resident Vet. 
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PATRONAGE SHOW  

Your Council has been working to 

develop a document that we hope 

will assist Clubs with their decision 

making processes around hosting 

the Budgerigar Patronage Show for 

2015 and into the future. This has 

been sent out to the Secretaries of 

every Club. For 2015, we are looking 

forward to hearing from  just South 

Island Clubs keen to  offer to host 

this most prestigious budgie event. 

COMMUNICATION 

Thanks so much to those who con-

tacted the Council regarding details 

they needed changing for the new 

Year Book, as a result of the e-

Budgie mail out in September. We 

are intending that this document will 

supplement your bi-monthly Bulletin 

and contain information of a more 

“nuts and bolts” nature so that you 

are fully informed on all things to do 

with your Society. The Bulletin will 

continue to provide you with quality 

articles to assist with the breeding 

and showing of budgerigars. 
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Letters to the Editor: 

A reminder for all Clubs that we 

have available, FREE brochures to 

hand out to all prospective members 

interested in joining the Budgerigar 

Society. If you are interested in hav-

ing a few on hand to distribute to 

new Club members who signed up at 

your Show please contact the Secre-

tary on:                               

sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com     

Official Budgerigar Society Rings are 

available through your Society and 

these rings must be used for all CYCR 

entries at Shows. If you have not yet 

ordered your rings for the 2014-

2015 breeding season you are not 

too late as we have a few left from 

our first order and a new order has 

been placed:  

dbingoe@ewc.co.nz  

Also available, in both the North and 

South Islands, are a pair of excellent 

quality banners which can be used at 

your Shows and Sales and Garden 

Parties to promote both budgie 

breeding and the Budgerigar Society 

of New Zealand. Please contact the 

Secretary on:   

sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com                

to arrange for delivery to your North 

Island Show and Mike Fuller on: 

mike.tracey@clear.net.nz      

for all South Island clubs who wish to 

promote budgie breeding at their 

Shows, fundraisers or meetings. 

Just like to say what a great idea the e-Budgie bi -
monthly e-mail is. I look forward to receiving this 
in the future. 
So pleased I have taken the steps to join Auck-
land Metro Club and the Budgerigar Society over 
the past few months. I have received so much 
help and information from so many that I, and 
more importantly my flock, will benefit greatly 
from it! Always thought my flock were an extra 
happy lot but with all this knowledge that I am 
gaining about them and their needs, their future 
under my care is going to be just so much better! 
Awesome!  
Regards 
Dave Yates    

(Dave joined the Auckland Met. Bird Club, and 

then was encouraged by the NZBS members 

there to join the Society. He is an active member 

of the BSNZ Facebook group and is learning all he 

can about his budgerigars.) Welcome Dave! - Ed. 

 

Excellent publication well done ! 
Regards, 
Rowan Swain 
 

Breeder Snapshot— 

Murray Lloyd 
This month we are starting something new 
and a little different to showcase some of the 
breeders from around New Zealand who are 
experiencing success with their  breeding pro-
grammes,  as a way of honouring success, and 
also in the hope that you might learn some-
thing to help you with your own breeding 
plans from the experiences of others.  

Murray Lloyd was the winner of this year’s 
National Show, held in Gore, and hosted by 
the Southland Club.  Before this Show, Murray 
says “No-one would even know I existed!” But 
with his success at Gore, he has noticed,    
already, an increase in the numbers of breed-
ers interested in purchasing quality birds off 
him. One correspondent was so keen that an 
order for offspring off the Champion CYCR bird 
was placed very soon after the Show!   

This has not always been the case for Murray 
who has had his share of the ups and the 
downs of breeding livestock.  A small boy end-

ed his first foray into breeding, by breaking 
into his aviary to steal some birds and in so 
doing releasing his best birds. This happened 
not once but twice, and such was the impact 
of these events that Murray  gave breeding 
away for a while. It was the death of his    
father and the realisation that life is too short 
to not do the things you enjoy that brought 
Murray back into the breeding scene about 
five years later. 

He built a small aviary and bought in Tutbury 
and Grinter lines to get started again. He had 
a clear plan about what he wanted and this 
involved culling heavily and keeping only 
those birds that had the attributes that he 
was wishing to cultivate in his birds. He be-
gan a serious line breeding programme and if 
a bird did not meet the standard he sold it so 
that he was always breeding just from his 
best birds.  

Murray used this  “breeding for attributes” 
approach not just with respect to size, mark-
ings and head but also with reference to the 
attributes of a show bird so necessary in the 
show cage. So, temperamental or easily ex-
citable birds were removed from his breeding 
programme to make way for the real show 
birds who enjoyed sitting at the front of the 
show cage showing off. 

Murray tends to show his birds close to home 
and has attended the annual shows of his 
parent Club Christchurch, as well as Ashbur-
ton, Nth Otago , Timaru and Dunedin. The 
occasional  foray to Nelson and Southland 
has also taken place but is not the norm as 
Murray says long trips can be “just too stress-
ful for the birds.”                               Cont. . . P3 

A couple of pieces of feedback that 
make the preparation of the Bulletin 
and the new e-Budgie initiative so 
very worthwhile for the Editor and 
his right-hand assistant! 

Material Available through 

Your Society 

Hanging Treat 
Pine cone - you can drill a hole in the base 

Peanut butter 

Topflight Seed Mix 

Take some peanut butter  and spread it onto a 

pine cone pushing it into the gaps. Roll the pinecone in the seed mix. 

Use a twisty tie or place on the nail in the aviary. 

mailto:sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com
mailto:dbingoe@ewc.co.nz
mailto:sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com
mailto:mike.tracey@clear.net.nz


Breeder Snapshot Cont... 
The breeding season is not the most 

important time in the year to be 

providing a high quality diet for your 

birds but it is totally vital for the 

health of feeding hens and cocks as 

well as the growing chicks that the 

birds receive additional nutritional 

support at this demanding time of 

year. Whatever your base diet, seed 

or pellets, this time of year the birds 

require extra nutrition in the form of 

greens, soaked seed mix and other 

vegetables. During the breeding sea-

son our birds require mostly carbohy-

drates with protein, fatty acids, vita-

mins and trace elements also de-

manded by the rigours of feeding a 

nest of chicks. A continuous supply of 

your basic food is a given, and then 

this should be supplemented by a 

good soaked or sprouted seed mixed 

with silver-beet, spinach, grated car-

rot, grated beetroot, parsley, celery, 

Year Book Update: 

Please can we have any and all changes 

that need to be made to the Year Book 

with the Secretary by 17 October so that 

the documents can be sent to the Fed-

eration all corrected and accurate? 

If you have an advertisement that you 

need included, you also need to contact 

either the Federation, or the Secretary 

within this time frame. 

Thanks to those who contacted the 

Society after the mention of this in the 

e-Budgie mail-out in September. Those 

changes have been noted. 

sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com 

The  aspects of the hobby that Murray finds 

less appealing are what he calls “the win at 

all costs” attitude that he sometimes sees. He 

believes, strongly, that first and foremost this 

activity that we are all involved in is a hobby 

and that all members should be working to-

gether for the common good and the benefit 

of all. The recent split in the budgie world, he 

regards. as a particularly sad turn of events, 

especially in the South Island. He believes it is 

increasingly hard for Clubs, in this modern 

era with fewer members and an aging breed-

er base to do all the work involved in running 

Shows and hosting either Nationals or the 

Patronage Shows. 

With his great breeding programme and 

great success at the Nationals this year, how-

ever, Murray is looking, very positively      

towards the future in his own aviary! 

 

 

Feeding for Breeding Cont. p9 

THE ART OF   JANE E. ADAM 

                               Is now based in NEW ZEALAND. 

Offering High Quality Original ART of Sculptures &  Paintings                                                                                                                                                                

                     

                         

                                 For Information & Current Prices please contact: 

                                                      jane-adam@hotmail.com.au 

Murray’s winner in Gore 

mailto:sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com
mailto:jane-adam@hotmail.com.au


 

Patronage Show - May 2014 

Special Thanks:  

The Patronage Show, hosted by the Hamilton 
Club, was a great success and we thank   
Hamilton Club for their warm hospitality. 

The BSNZ Auction 

Special thanks go to all the BSNZ members who contributed their 

birds for the very successful BSNZ fund raising auction held in con-

junction with this Show. Special thanks go to Darryl Cleland for his 

excellent organisation and auctioneering and to Steve Macher for 

his helpful IT skills that were used this year, for the first time, to 

record the auction for all members to enjoy. The video of the auc-

tion is on our BSNZ website.  http://nzbudgerigarsociety.co.nz/ 

John Rosser receives the B.S. Cup 

Winners of Major Prizes: 

Best Open Budgerigar in Show: 

Tony & Robyn Grinter—Winner of the Alan Gamble Cup 

Best CYCR BBE Open Budgerigar in Show: 

John Rosser — Winner of the Budgerigar Society Cup 

Best Opposite Sex Budgerigar in Show: 

Tony & Robyn Grinter  

Best Open Any Age Budgerigar in Show: 

Tony and Robyn Grinter 

Best Novice Budgerigar in Show: 

Hamish & Sheryl Baron 

Best Novice Any Age Budgerigar in Show: 

Bob Cranston 

Kathy Manton and Mike Fuller 
judging the Champion section. 

Members watching the open judging. 

Tony & Robyn Grinter accepting the Alan Gamble Cup 

Open judging in full swing 
in the Novice Section 

The judges for this Show were: 

Kathy Manton and Mike Fuller  - Champion 

Keith Nicholls and Darryl Cleland – Novice 

Best AA Novice 

Best CYCR & 

Best Novice 

Best CYCR BBE 

Best Budgie 

Darryl and Keith 

judge the Novices. 

Stewards Carol Hughes and 

Steve Macher hard at work. 



Assisted Insemination: Part 2 
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Part 2  

In part 1 we covered the hands on technique of 
AI, for the benefit of those wishing to look into 
it’s uses in assessing fertility prior to pairing, or 
for actual attempts at using AI in their breeding 
programme for the first time. 

My personal belief is that leaving it there would 
be doing a disservice to the hobby, and to any 
who have read and practiced or are considering 
the use of AI within their breeding programme.  
For this reason, I have gone further and looked 
into the history, contention/debate, potential 
pros/cons and lessons to be learned regarding 
AI within the budgerigar hobby.  Let us take a 
walk back in time.. 

AI in livestock and animals is documented as 
early as 1780, where Lazzaro Spallanzani is 
credited with creating and implementing artifi-
cial insemination in dog breeding while re-
searching animal reproduction.  In the late 
1800’s and early 1900’s interest again picked up 
in Russia and spread abroad, with techniques 
being developed for sheep and other animals of 
commercial interest.  Around 1930 cryopreser-
vation (liquid nitrogen storage, thawing and 
subsequent insemination) allowed samples to 
be stored, transmitted over much longer time 
and distances and be re-thawed for use – 
throwing the gates wide open for international 
co-operation, ‘gene-swapping’ and breeding via 
the use of samples taken from stud animals.  
The techniques started in animals were later 
adapted and modified for human use and today 
artificial insemination is used relatively success-
fully in humans and almost exclusively used for 
breeding cattle and turkeys; as well as being 
increasingly common in animals such as sheep, 
goats, dogs, horses, pigs, zoo animals, honey-
bees and a limited number of bird species. 

AI within the Budgerigar Hobby 

That AI is worth discussion within the hobby has 
been evidenced in popular budgerigar media.  
Didier Mervilde1 makes mention of the topic 
being discussed in Budgerigar World magazine 
Issue 51, 1987.  This apparently continued as a 
point of interest as Dr John Pilkington2 speaks 
of it being the ‘topic of discussion’ in 1997 
which prompted him to write an article on the 
matter.  Around this time an Australian Graham 
McGuire3 also added to the ongoing education 
and discussion around AI in budgerigars. 

With a relatively new and rare practice or idea, 
come the obvious disagreements between prac-
titioners.  This has been compounded in part by 
completely contrasting laws and directives from 
society heads down to local memberships.  AI is 
strictly banned in the UK Budgerigar Society and 

comes with penalties including reprimand, fine, 
suspension or expulsion from the society and 
affiliated clubs. While in all other international 
societies it is either not mentioned, or in fact 
actively promoted.  The American Budgerigar 
Society released a demonstrative and educa-
tional video featuring Dr Bob Cave, which is 
available for purchase on their website4.  Mario 
Capasso5 of Australia credits AI with his return 
to competitive breeding and his well known 
success with Recessive Pieds – a notoriously 
difficult variety to breed to exhibition stand-
ards. He is so convinced of its uses and benefits; 
he now sells his own instructional video as well 
as AI kits featuring all the components one 
would need to successfully AI in their own stud. 
Free videos also have appeared on YouTube 
from Pakistan and Egypt, demonstrating the 
acceptance and promotion of AI within the ‘tool 
shed’ of some practicing hobbyists. 

When I first started approaching members in-
ternationally to learn more about AI in 2009, 
my experience seemed to mirror (on an inter-
personal level), the attitudes that are expressed 
formally at the top level.  Much of the disagree-
ment or outright anger about the topic came 
from discussions with UK members.  On the 
other hand, American and New Zealand mem-
bers seemed curious – if not lacking for infor-
mation.  It was the Australian hobbyists I spoke 
with who appeared the most educated and 
open to AI and it was partly from them that I 
was pointed in the right direction and learned 
the techniques and skills that allowed me to 
teach myself. This is purely anecdotal however, 
and others may have had a different experi-
ence.   

One has to wonder though, why any society 
would draft a law or rule that is difficult if not 
impossible to enforce; what they believe the 
benefits are, and if this apparent faction of 
opinion within the hobby is actually doing eve-
ryone a disservice.  If the rest of the worldwide 

hobby picks up AI and advances its uses, will 
the UK potentially miss out on progression 
among their own ranks? Would it be better 
to allow the practice but educate members 
and attempt to put guidelines in place to 
minimize potential risks or abuses and foster 
discussion, education and skill enhancing? 
Food for thought. 

Notes on AI Pros/Cons, pair selection, and 
record keeping 

One of the forefront reasons people think to 
use AI is the case of an otherwise healthy 
appearing cock that for unknown reasons 

Dean Fallen continues his interesting and informative discussion on the  

Assisted Insemination issue, begun in the August Bulletin: 

References 



Assisted Insemination Cont. . .  
fails to fill eggs round after round.  Additionally 
cocks that are maimed and unable to breed 
naturally themselves are prime candidates for 
potential AI.  Furthermore, one can envision a 
scenario in a partnership or even friendship 
within the hobby where a breeder is loath to 
physically lend out a cock to stay temporarily in 
a friends’ aviary.  Perhaps a day trip to AI this 
cock to said hen; followed with a friendly tour 
of the aviary and fellowship with a fellow hob-
byist? 

This is somewhat countered, or at least a good 
point for a cautionary Con – that of viruses, 
bacteria and venereal (sexually transmitted) 
diseases.  It is not currently known what (if any) 
diseases might be present in the cloaca or near-
by tissue and might contaminate a collected 
sample.  It is fairly safe to assume that it is pos-
sible to transmit disease in this way.  Further 
research is required but again I would stress 
nothing would be transmitted by AI that would-
n’t also transmit via natural copulation.  The 
impetus is on the breeder to select healthy 
stock and have a sound disease management 
system in place for any breeding program. 

Another proposed benefit of AI (and incidental-
ly one of the reasons it has been accused as a 
‘cheaters’ method by some) is the ability to pair 
a single cock over multiple hens. This is argua-
bly no different than the well known and oft 
encouraged practice of running a cock over 
multiple cages (6-10am with hen one, 10-2pm 
with hen two and the rest of the night with hen 
three for example).  Admittedly the AI method 
has much higher chances of successfully fertiliz-
ing all three hens.  

Irrespective of these points, both methods aim 
to produce large numbers of closely related 
offspring in a short time and record keeping is 
essential if any progress is to be made via line 
breeding without breeding individuals related 
too closely.  Also it is of utmost importance that 
cocks used in such ways (Often referred to as 
‘studs’ or ‘foundation cocks’) possess as high 
quality as you can muster, and that all offspring 
are stringently culled. Close breeding of any 
sort must be employed with rigorous assess-
ment, review and strict culling to avoid spread-
ing out poor, faulty or lethal genes.   

Dr John Pilkington6 recalls a scenario in which a 
previously ‘infertile’ hen bred after being ac-
quired by another breeder. To then go on and 
breed with cocks OR hens who have displayed 
such difficulty and frustration in producing off-
spring; he warned that the use of such birds 
threatens the “fertility of the stud as a whole, 
when they are recombined in distantly-related 
offspring in future generations.  This breeder is 
making a rod for his own back.  No matter how 
desirable a bird is on looks alone, if fertility is 
also low, then such a bird is best forgotten. 
Ignore this at your peril!”. 

This is an undeniable point that may possibly 
counter some of the proposed Pros; and if AI is 
to become more widely accepted and practiced 
within the hobby, this is certainly a point of 
education that would be essential PRIOR to its 
usage.  What it boils down to is really the need 
to educate about observation, selection (line 
breeding) and culling practices. 

Summary + Takeaway lessons from horses and 
cows. 

In my opinion, the clearest benefit for AI in 
Budgerigars would be the establishment and 
preservation of new mutations or rares.  I often 
think of the black face mutation.  It has always 
mesmerized me.  How sad that a new mutation 
rose up and disappeared almost in the blink of 
an eye.  Attempts were made to obtain a few 
cocks or a pair, but they were not to be. And 
sadly all known blackfaces in the original aviary 
suffered disease outbreak and died.  Would the 
same have occurred if AI and cryopreservation 
in Budgerigars existed then? 

Currently there is no consistently known and 
successful cryopreservation solution or practic-
es for Budgerigars, and thus AI is limited to on 
the spot fertilization within a single stud.   The 
reason Budgerigar specific research hasn’t been 
done to create solutions for cryopreservation 
and storage is simple – there is no commercial 
incentive for it.  Not enough profit potential to 
drive funds into research facilities.  If by some 
miracle the research is done for Budgerigars, or 
another avian solution and protocol is found to 
work well for budgies, it would then be possible 
to create gene banks, open up the international 

market for stud services and potentially 
improve the quality of birds worldwide in a 
relatively short time.  Incentive for individu-
als would lie in stud fees for sought after 
cock birds.   

This is NOT without risks however, as men-
tioned earlier.  Potentially it may be that 
sought after cocks are over-used and ge-
netic diversity declines, although this sce-
nario is highly unlikely.  Some would argue 
that the scales tip in favor of those with 
‘money to burn’ who can just ‘buy’ frozen 
stud samples and AI their way to a national.  
But isn’t it the case already that some peo-
ple spend huge sums on top birds in the 
hope of breeding a winner directly from 
them? The phrase ‘buying their way to the 
top’ comes to mind already even without 
AI.  Is there a difference? 

If cryopreservation remains out of the pic-

ture, THE primary benefit of AI in my own 

experience has been the observation and 

assessment of fertility in cock birds.  There 

are a host of reasons that could lead to a 

round of clear eggs. Hens and cocks experi-

ence seasonal fertility, nutrition, age, 

health/illness, environment and pair tem-

peramental and sexual compatibility 

(inbreeding co-efficient, unwilling/violent 

hens, timid/lazy cocks, cocks with poor 

copulation technique or low sex drive, in-

ternal sexual dysfunction in males or fe-

males) to name but a few! The ability to 

quickly check a cock to see if it is even pro-

ducing semen (and take notes of semen 

quality) is now an essential part of my pair-

ing process.  It is simple then to collect that 

sample and transfer it to a hand held LED 

powered microscope with 10x to 100x 

(usually 10x-50x) magnification for as-

sessing sperm concentration and motility.  

Such magnifiers are readily available on the 

internet and even some local hardware 

stores and can be delivered to your door.  I 

must note that some cocks are difficult to AI 

even with practice.  One of my most prolific 

breeders, both in his pursuit of hens and his 

almost 100% rate of filling eggs never pro-

 



Hello every one. You will all be well into your breed-

ing now and will have rung your first chicks with the 

new rings. We all need to make sure that we get the 

rings on in the first week to make them easy to fit. 

The ring sales have been right on track and we have 

already had to order a second shipment from the 

new suppliers.  

The national trophies have been updated with the 

Johnny Walker Cup receiving an additional level to 

the base, allowing us to continue recording the win-

ner’s names for many years to come. These really are 

a magnificent record of the history of our Society 

from decades past. 

The committee has been working to standardise the 

Patronage Show procedure to simplify clubs’ deci-

sions and to clarify responsibilities when consider-

ing hosting this show. This has now been sent to all 

clubs for consideration. 

I would like to wish everyone a very successful 

breeding season and look forward to seeing the re-

sults on the show bench in years to come. 

Tony Grinter, President 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  

Those of you who enjoyed reading the 

two part article in the latest two Bulle-

tins will be saddened to learn of the 

following news received this week: 

―After 69 years of the greatest pleasure of 

breeding and showing budgerigars, it is 

with real regret that a recent diagnosis of 

asbestosis inhaled over 40 years ago, has 

left me with no option at but to step back 

from this great hobby with all the contribu-

tions I have made to its betterment both at 

home and internationally. All fanciers will 

be relieved that what I had thought was 

feather dust infection has been totally 

denied by the specialists involved. 

As a result of this setback, the BA23 Stud 

is up for sale with immediate effect; all at 

reasonable prices depending on quality.  It 

comprises two serious bloodlines, namely 

Jo Mannes and Daniel Lutolf plus out-

crosses from the Don Havenhand Stud 

which was itself heavily Mannes based. 

Some years ago the Moffat Stud of Light 

Greens was also a contributory factor. So 

here is an opportunity for any serious 

breeders to get hold of quality outcrosses 

on a first come basis and each should 

consider casting an eye over a high quality 

stud into which so much effort and ex-

pense has been injected. 

Today it is all about faces, and width of 

face. as well as the three most difficult 

features of depth of mask, massive spots, 

size and showmanship. There is a range 

of quality as with any stud, but my breed-

ing team for 2015 is included – and this 

hurts—‖has to be sold without exception.‖ 

If any of you would like to contact 

Gerald to wish him well he has also 

included his e-mail address: 

binks@gerald-binks.co.uk  

UPDATE 

Gerald Binks Assisted Insemination Cont. . .  
duced a sample for me via AI.  But this was a 

case where I had a known fertile cock that did-

n’t AI well.  Were it an unproven cock or a cock 

that consistently failed to fill eggs AND didn’t AI 

then I would question his use in a breeding 

programme in spite of how outstanding he may 

be visually.  Even without using AI, my rates of 

clear eggs dropped to almost nothing after plac-

ing a simple pre-pairing fertility check on cocks 

– only using those that produced easily and well 

and then pairing them and letting them proceed 

on their own. 

If anyone, or the hobby as a whole are to imple-

ment AI in a small or large way into their breed-

ing practices, let me finish on a ward of caution 

that we can learn from the widespread and long 

term use of AI. 

Cows are almost exclusively AI’d in todays mod-

ern era of farming practice.  A lot of money has 

been spent on methods of obtaining, assessing, 

diluting (to maximize the number of samples 

that can be split from a single extraction), freez-

ing, thawing and using cow semen.  This has 

been coupled with genetic screening and metic-

ulous record keeping.  Because of this and other 

concerted efforts, one example of how cows 

(arguably humans) have benefited in, is hugely 

increased milk yields.  By selecting bulls that 

produced heifers with the most milk yield, 

genes for increased milk yield were strongly 

selected for over repeated generations.  

A study in Spain7 showed yields increased from 

7800kg in 1991 to 10,200kg in 2000 alone.  

However reports also started cropping up of 

declining fertility.  The review study showed 

declining pregnancy rates of 3-6% over the 

same period.  Investigations suggested that by 

focusing on milk yield genes, perhaps genes 

that promote or maintain health and fertility 

were not given the same emphasis and the end 

result was declining fertility.  (The study showed 

a decline in reproductive disorders and a gen-

eral maintenance or improvement in health – 

so the genes ‘neglected’ appeared directly re-

lated to fertility).  This in my opinion shows 

both the promise and risk of AI, both of which 

need to be managed by meticulous observation, 

record keeping and selection of those healthiest 

and most fertile of animals which also display 

the desired features. 

A Canadian thoroughbred article describes how 

of the half million or so thoroughbred race 

horses alive today, almost all of them would be 

related on average as close as great grandsire/

dame to great grandson/daughter8.  All of them 

are descended from three great racing patriarchs.  

Again AI is used increasingly in horses today, and 

contributes to the international keeping and pro-

gression of these amazingly well bred animals.  

Those who might argue AI will be the downfall of 

the hobby might take note of the continued suc-

cess of these thoroughbreds.  Again the success 

seems highly linked to meticulous observation, 

strong selection for health, vigor and favorable 

traits coupled with strict culling of any that fail the 

mark. 

The repeating theme I observe, when reading 

about successful breeders of budgerigars, race 

horses, show dogs, milk or meat cows etc. is that it 

comes down to the vision, the ‘eye’, the end goal 

of the breeder or breeders.  AI or don’t, I hope you 

now know enough about it to decide whether or 

not it’s for you.  However I personally believe you 

not fail or succeed by AI alone.  You will fail or 

succeed because of the vision you as an individual, 

and we as a hobby have for our wonderful, vibrant 

little bird.  The knowledge and skills you acquire 

will assist you, but if you don’t stop to enjoy it 

along the way – nothing will keep you at it for 

long! 

NEED MORE RINGS? 

If you need more rings as a result 

of a bumper season so far please 

contact: 

dbingoe@ewc.co.nz  

mailto:binks@gerald-binks.co.uk
mailto:dbingoe@ewc.co.nz


 

National Show - August 2014 

Winners of Major Prizes: 

Best Open Budgerigar in Show: 

Murray Lloyd—Winner of the Johnny Walker Cup 

Best CYCR BBE Open Budgerigar in Show: 

Murray Lloyd — Winner of the Vic Mangin Cup 

Best Opposite Sex Budgerigar in Show: 

Grant and Lyn Haywood 

Best Open Any Age Budgerigar in Show: 

Grant and Lyn Haywood 

Best Novice Budgerigar in Show: 

Hec and Paul Anderton 

Best Novice CYCR BBE Budgerigar in Show: 

Tania Matthews Best Novice in Show 
Best Budgie in Show 

The judges for this Show were: 

Jean Painter and Linda Patten - Champion 

Herb Duston and Kevin Rickerby – Novice 

On behalf of the Budgerigar Society we congratulate the 
Southland Club on an excellent Show and thank them most 

sincerely for their warm and friendly hospitality and an     
extremely successful and well run Show. 

A collection of images from the Nationals in Gore 

The Budgerigar stand created by 

Herbie Duston, Southland Club 

Jean Painter Kevin Rickerby Murray Lloyd Fran Goulden 

Best Novice CYCR BBE in Show 

Best AA Budgie & Best Hen Keen visitors to the BSNZ stand  



Feeding for Breeding Cont. from p3 
broccoli etc., given every second day. 

On the alternate days the offering of 

natural seed heads of a variety of fresh-

ly picked grasses including dill, wild 

grasses etc. is a good way of ensuring 

that your birds receive the best nutri-

tion possible. Do ensure that these 

grasses and vegetables have not been 

sprayed or subjected to toxins. The 

importance of year round nutrition 

should not be overlooked, however, as 

the base health of your stud is vital to 

a healthy breeding season and the 

reduction in the incidence of disease 

outbreaks in your flock.              

Dr Hamish Baron 

Senior Veterinarian 

Avian, Reptile and 

Exotics Pet Hospital 

University of Sydney 

https://
www.facebook.com/
pages/Avian-Reptile-
and-Exotic-Pet-
Hospi-
tal/203823592985028 
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Council Member Contact Details 

The Winner at the Nationals—Murray Lloyd 

Christchurch Club 

 
 
President: Tony Grinter:  tony.nzbs@gmail.com or agrinter@xnet.co.nz         
                  Ph: (07) 849 4686 
Vice-President: Darryl Cleland: darryl.nzbs@gmail.com    
    Ph:  (027) 612 2022  
Treasurer and Ring Registrar: David Ingoe: dave.nzbs@gmail.com or dbingoe@ewc.co.nz 

             Ph: (06) 848 1606 
Secretary: Sheryl Baron: sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com  
     Ph: (09) 625 6629 
Webmaster: Steve Macher:  steve.nzbs@gmail.com  
            Ph: (021) 720 988 

Council Members 
Mike Fuller:  mikef.nzbs@gmail.com or mike.tracey@clear.net.nz  

                    Ph: (03) 488 4150 
Mike Hannan:  mikeh.nzbs@gmail.com or 
mikeandannette1@slingshot.co.nz 

           Ph:  (03) 489 1774 
Vince Huston:  vince.nzbs@gmail.com  

  (09) 534 4988 
  

THE BUDGERIGAR SOCIETY OF NEW ZEALAND (INC.)  
http://nzbudgerigarsociety.co.nz/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/budgerigarsocietynz/ 

E-mail: info@topflite.co.nz 

Website:  http://topflite.co.nz/ 
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