
Council Chatter: 
Your Council members have been very busy with their own breeding programmes over these past 
two months and we apologise about the delay in getting this Christmas edition out to members! 
We extend to all members a very Merry Christmas and a bright and chick-filled New Year. 

 The Patronage Show will be hosted in the South Island in 2015. The dates for this Show are 
June 13-14, 2015.  The Council received expressions of interest from two Clubs and a formal 
offer, which was accepted, came from the Dunedin Club. The BSNZ Council and all members 
thank the Dunedin Club, most sincerely, for this kind offer to host the Patronage Show. We 
hope all members will make every effort to attend in person or send their birds to this pres-
tigious show in the BSNZ calendar. Book flights early to get the best price! 

 Topflite NZ National Bird Show,  Auckland   The dates for this Show, hosted by Auckland 
Met. are Thursday 30th July: Benching;  Friday 31st July: Judging  & Evening Get-together; 
Saturday 1st August: - AGM/Open to Public/Specialist Body Meetings, Awards Dinner;      
Sunday 2nd August: Open to Public and De-benching. All information regarding accommoda-
tion has been released in the December Federation Newsletter. The Venue is the Howick 
Leisure Centre, 563 Pakuranga Road, Howick, Auckland (www.aucklandleisure.co.nz) The 
Show, Friday night get-together, the AGM & Specialist Body meetings will be held at this 
venue. The Awards Dinner will be held at the Howick Club on Botany Road. 

 The Council has received some feedback from members regarding the new rings sourced 
through the Federation and we have included on the right some tips for members regarding 
these new rings, in an attempt to help members having difficulties. 

 Ask us about the new Breeding Handbook and Stewards Manual due for release in 2015! 
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TIPS ON USING THE NEW 
RINGS ON YOUR CHICKS: 

While the new rings are the same inside 
diameter, they are slightly longer, 
therefore there isn't the same amount 
of movement up the leg as before.  
When the ring is slipped over the foot, 
there is less of the toes sticking out the 
front of the ring and when the ring is 
slid up the leg the back toes are not as 
easy to manipulate out from inside the 
ring. 
Here are a few tips : 
+ Attempt to ring your chicks at least a 
couple of days earlier than you have 
previously. This will allow you to accu-
rately gauge the best age to ring your 
birds. 
+ Remember that you are dealing with a 
different set of circumstances, so your 
previous system and tools may not be 
the best for the job. I find a tooth pick is 
now too  big to do the job of flicking the 
back toes out from inside the ring;   
instead I use a smaller diameter metal 
dentist's tool. 
+ If you can, get someone to assist you, 
at least until you have perfected a sys-
tem. An extra hand can make all the 
difference. 
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From the Judges Panel: 

Mike Fuller 

A reminder for all members who have 

new breeders joining them that we 

have available, FREE brochures to 

hand out to all prospective members 

interested in joining the Budgerigar 

Society. If you are interested in having 

a few on hand to distribute to new 

Club members who signed up at your 

Show please contact the BSNZ Secre-

tary on:      sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com     

A new order of official Budgerigar 

Society rings has final arrived and 

they are available through your Socie-

ty. These are the rings that  must be 

used for all Young Bird entries at all 

Federation Shows. dbingoe@ewc.co.nz  

Also available, in both the North and 

South Islands, are three sets of very 

high quality banners which can be 

used at your Shows, Sales, Garden 

Parties and Young Bird Shows to pro-

mote both budgie breeding and the 

Budgerigar Society of New Zealand. 

Please contact the Secretary on:    

sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com to arrange for 

delivery to your North Island events 

and Mike Fuller on: 

mike.tracey@clear.net.nz for all South 

Island Clubs who wish to promote 

budgie breeding at their Shows, fund-

raisers or meetings. 

If you are using some of your holidays 

to paint and clean up your Show cag-

es and need fresh cage liners or drink-

ers to complete the task please con-

tact Dave Ingoe to get your replace-

ments: dbingoe@ewc.co.nz 

President’s Report :    

Tony Grinter 
We seem to have suddenly arrived at the end of 

the year and Christmas time is upon us with eve-

ryone busy preparing for the holidays. I hope 

that everyone has had a good start to their 

breeding season. We have rung about 100 chicks 

so far, with some very promising chicks among 

them, including some well-marked opaline span-

gles with good black wing markings. 

It makes me wonder if we, as judges and exhibi-

tors, are not putting enough emphasis on the 

quality of the markings of birds particularly in the 

marked variety classes. We have standards that 

are calling for certain features and markings and 

yet we continue to see birds winning on the 

bench that do not meet these standards. Particu-

larly for marking faults, do our standards not 

penalise these faults enough, or are we just 

choosing to overlook the markings because of 

the style and feather of these birds. That we 

were able to produce well marked opaline span-

gles in the first generation of breeding, suggests 

that perhaps we are not putting enough thought 

into the quality of the markings on the parents 

when      selecting our pairings. Even in the nor-

mal and opaline classes on the bench, we are 

seeing more and more birds that exhibit colour 

faults which are being overlooked in favour of 

feather quality and size, particularly the loss of  

colour intensity in the black wing markings. Too 

many birds, even in our own aviary, have poor 

colour density on the wings with many being 

affected by opalescence and the black markings 

diluting to a dark grey. 

Well, it has been a year of some changes in the 

classes and it will be interesting to see how these 

changes are reflected on the bench next year. 

We can expect a big increase in the numbers of 

birds in the new Young Bird class with this being 

open to all closed rung birds up to 2 years old 

and, perhaps, a lower number of older birds over 

2 years being shown in the adult classes. But, 

these birds should be of top quality. This change 

also opens us up to a far more varied breeding 

programme and means we can consider breeding 

at any time of the year that our birds are ready 

as they have a far greater window of oppor-

tunity to be exhibited in this new young bird 

class. 

Finally I hope that everyone has an enjoyable 

and safe Christmas time. Do remember the 

new lower drinking limit and the zero speed 

tolerance and keep safe over the festive 

season. I look forward to catching up with 

you in the new year and to seeing many of 

you at the BSNZ Patronage Show In Dunedin 

in June. 

 

 

As we look back on a full and exciting year, it is timely to 
reflect on the enormous contribution that has been made 
by the individual members of your Council over this past 
year. An incalculable number of hours has been given 
freely by these volunteers for the betterment of our hobby 
which is, despite what some may think, the sole purpose of  
our work! 

The judges panel would like to congratulate our 

newest BS Judge, Phil Hill. Phil has completed both 

his practical and written work and will now be in-

cluded in the Year Book with his new qualification. It 

is important to point out to all members that there 

is a lengthy process to getting to the stage where 

Phil is at. This includes time to qualify as a BS Stew-

ard, then there are the judging assessments and 

finally a written test. Due to the commitment shown 

by Phil and others that complete this process, we 

have now included a probation period where we can 

continue to help with additional training and guid-

ance over the next couple of years so that Phil and 

any future judges can feel confident that they will 

not be left alone and that additional help and learn-

ing will be on-going. Examples of how this training 

might work are: over the next couple of years, Phil 

will have the opportunity to judge on his own, but 

be given the ability to sit down with a senior judge 

and discuss any new learning. This will help both 

sides, as sometimes existing judges can gain valua-

ble lessons from the newer judges coming though. It 

is important that we all continue to improve our 

knowledge. 

 Earlier this year we asked if any judge was keen on 

judging in the opposite island and unfortunately no 

one has come forward.  However, we      now have 

both Dave Ingoe judging at the Christchurch Show 

and Mike Fuller judging at the Nationals to be held 

in Auckland. It is a good opportunity for members to 

meet each other and it is also good to see the type 

of birds that are benched in the different islands.     

 Material Available 

through Your Society 

Members of the Auckland Budgie Club 

share lunch at their Young Bird Show 

in early December. 
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Helpful Tips on Psittacosis Management — Steve Macher 
I feel that there is a difference in the style 

of birds benched across the country, mainly 

in the feather.  Your council has agreed to 

help fund a North Island judge’s expenses 

to come to the South Island in 2016, and 

would like to confirm that Phil Hill will be 

judging in Dunedin. This will be a valuable 

experience for Phil in his new roll as a BS 

Judge. 

Finally we would just like to remind every-

one judges and exhibitors alike that it is 

important that they purchase a new Year 

Book. There are a number of changes from 

last season: These include the changes to 

the spangle class, that the CYCR class is 

now a Young Bird class and that Novice 

exhibitors are only allowed to show birds 

that they have bred. All the best to you and 

family  for Christmas and the New Year. If 

anyone needs additional information re-

garding these changes please don’t hesitate 

to contact us. sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com   

inexpensive option available from Bunnings. 

 When cleaning out cages, where there is sub-
stantial dried faeces, it may be prudent to 
wear this same P2 respirator to prevent inhala-
tion of any dust. 

 Monitor all your birds for signs of illness regu-
larly remembering these could be subtle signs 
as birds hide infection well. If in doubt quar-
antine birds. 

The following are some of the clinical signs to look 

out for in your flock that indicate a cause for fur-

ther investigation: 

+ Weepy eyes 

+ Swollen red eyes 

+ Discharge from the nares 

+ Lethargy 

+ Wet feathers around the nostrils 

It is worth noting that Psittacosis is not unusual 

and is something that has been in wild birds for a 

long period of time. If you have any questions 

please do not hesitate to speak to a Council mem-

ber for further information, or send an e-mail to 

Hamish Baron:  hamish.baron@sydney.edu.au 

From the Judges Panel [Cont] 

THE ART OF   JANE E. ADAM 

                               Is now based in NEW ZEALAND. 

Offering High Quality Original ART of Sculptures &  Paintings                                                                                                                                                                

                     

                         

                                 For Information & Current Prices please contact: 

                                                      jane-adam@hotmail.com.au 

              PH:  +64-062125005         www.janeanimalartist.com 

Given the recent news in Wellington of there 

being a confirmed case of Psittacosis in wild 

birds at the Wellington Bird Rehabilitation Trust 

in Johnsonville, the Budgerigar Society Council 

thought it might be prudent to advise members 

of the following advice and precautions. 

Psittacosis or bacterial disease Chlamydiosis, 

also known as parrot fever, is fairly common in 

wild birds and is likely to be present in some of 

the budgie stock that we have in New Zealand. 

Psittacosis, unfortunately, can be transferred to 

humans, most commonly by breathing in dried 

faeces – and in some cases can be fatal (mainly if 

you are already unwell). 

Some helpful tips to prevent the transmission of 

Psittacosis are: 

 Quarantine all birds for at least one [1] 

month, away from your general stock, pref-

erably in a separate room. 

 When handling sick or dead birds, thor-

oughly wash hands with bacterial soap 

regularly and wear a Univalve P2 valve  

disposable respirator which is a relatively 
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Around the Clubs 

Members enjoyed a delicious lunch of chicken 
and salad rolls with a scrumptious dessert to 
follow. 

Hastings Bird Club Nest Feather Show: 

Every year this Club holds a Nest Feather Show at their No-
vember meeting. This year the Show was judged by Jeff 
Partington, who was active in the breeding world in the 
1990s and who was invited to judge the birds that were 
benched on the night. 

The Champion section was won by Brenda Berge and the 
Novice section by a beginning Breeder, Lisa Rennie. Once 
these two winners were found then the Best Champion was 
put up against the Best Beginner . . . This year the overall 
winner was the bird bred by the beginner breeder!!   

Congratulations to Lisa Rennie for her success for 2014. 

Another 
shot of 
the Best 
bird 

Best Bird in Show, Best Pied 
Vince Huston 

Some of the sixty six birds benched at the Christmas 
Young Bird Show held at the Papatoetoe Town Hall 

The Auckland Budgie Club’s Christmas 
Young Bird Show was a wonderful 
chance for members to get together in a 
fun, positive environment. 

The judge for this Show was: 

Gary Carter   
The Committee of the Auckland Budgie 
Club offers a sincere thanks to Gary for 

agreeing to come in from South Auckland 
to judge this special Show that marks the 

re-establishment of this budgie-only Club. 

Another shot of the 

benched birds. 

Runner –Up Best Novice  Bird 

Ngaire Madden 

Left: Best Champion 

Bird was this light 

green cock bred by 

Brenda Berge. Con-

gratulations Brena 

on your success at 

the Hastings Annual 

Nest Feather Show. 

3rd Best Bird 

Best Novice 

Shane Kennedy 

Left: Best Beginner 

Breeder bird was 

won by Lisa Rennie. 

This bird went on to 

win Best Overall 

Bird at this year’s 

Hastings Nest 

Feather Show. 

The Auckland Budgerigar 

Club is back up and running 

again! 

R-Up Best Pied 
Roy Stone 

R/up Best Campion  

T & L Patten 



Letters to the Editor: 
Dear Editor, 

 The grapevine 
and the NZBS 
Bulletin told me 
that for health 

reasons  Gerald Binks  is choosing to sell up his 
birds. 

 Given the Bulletin does an article via his web 
site  I thought you might be interested in a cou-
ple of photos and a few words re my connec-
tion with Gerald Binks. 

 Whilst on a business trip to the UK in 2001 , I 
was welcomed to Tanglewood  and we have 
kept in touch periodically since. In hindsight I 
wish I knew more about the hobby when I visit-
ed as he was so welcoming and accommodating 
of my lack of knowledge. It was obvious  when 
it came  the time to discuss a variety of things 
such as directional feather and other key fea-
tures that I was a green-horn in a world of one 
of the hobby's masters. Nonetheless he was a 
wonderful host , he met me at the airport and 
we  traveled to Tanglewood in his lovely Jaguar, 
I met his family and a couple of friends who 
dropped by. The highlight was, of course, his 
aviary, his birds and his management of them. 
He caught up a few for me to look at . At the 
time he was preparing a number of them for 
export to, I think, Canada. He asked after Alan 
Gamble as they were friends and he had not 
caught up with him for a few years.  I took a few 
photos, a notable one being Gerald's plan to 
use larger  breeding boxes, his trophy room 
and  breeding room. 

 It was a great 
experience. He 
gifted me his 
book 'The Chal-
lenge' and in later 
years  sent  the 
second edition 

out to me . We emailed each other on occa-
sions. He was particularly saddened to hear of 
the passing of  Alan Gamble - he regarded him 
as a visionary for NZ Budgerigar  breeders and a 
catalyst for  advancing the  quality of birds in NZ 
via the importation programme that  Alan was 
very much to the fore with. 

I had agreed  to invite Gerald and friends to  the 
London opening of a movie I had been working 
on in 2007, but alas the project was never com-
pleted and so we have not caught up  other 
than by email. Timing meant I did not catch up 
with him on last years trip. Health pending I 
may see how he is placed when we go to the 
Rugby World Cup next year. I hope his health 
improves 
and he has 
many more 
years ob-
serving the 
hobby or 
Challenge he 
has influ-
enced  these 
past 70 
years . One 
of life's true 
gentlemen.  

Regards, 

Rowan Swain 

 

Dear Editor, 

I thought the following letters might be of interest 
to members of the BSNZ. I wrote the following 
letter to Gerald Binks when I heard of his illness 
and received the following reply: 

Dear Gerald, 

As a member of the BSNZ I am deeply saddened to 
read of your ill health and resultant sale of your 
magnificent stud and budgies. 

 As a novice breeder and exhibitor  the first thing I 
did was to purchase a signed copy of 'The Chal-
lenge' which I call my bible. It is always close to 
hand and I spend hours reading and referring to it.  

 I am breeding mainly Terry Patton birds - grey 
green, light green, cinnamon & opalines. He has 
told me about your amazing set up and the out-
standing quality of the stud and has always in-
stilled in me: “It's not quantity it's quality you're 
after.” And with my line breeding programme that 
is where I'm focused. 

 I hope you continue putting pen to paper, thus 
enabling budgerigar enthusiasts worldwide to 

learn from your incredible wealth of 
knowledge gained through many years of 
experience.    

I wish you all the very best for the future and 
look forward to reading any articles for many 
years to come. 

 Kind regards 

Carol Hughes 

 

 

 

And the 
reply: 

 Thank 
you for 

your very kind e-mail and all your compli-
mentary comments which are much appre-
ciated . It is quite a blow now to go into the 
aviary as all the birds have been sold in the 
past few weeks –there is now a deafening 
silence as distinct from a deafening chatter 
after 69 years breeding. As for articles, 
there may be some occasionally  but as The 
Challenge is also sold out after 5000 copies 
and I am not re-printing, I now know what 
“retirement means at 80!! “ 

 Very pleased that you are still enjoying the 
book “ wot I wrote”. Breed some belters if 
you can, but of course the imports into 
Australia will commence in 2016 in all prob-
ability BUT without my involvement this 
time. I have already, some months ago, 
informed those who need to know they 
have to address this end in UK very early as 
the quarantine I set up years back no longer 
exists and new management there is mas-
sively expensive. The Australians have been 
warned in a full letter from me but so far no 
sign of any preparatory actions being set in 
motion.  New Zealand might put on a bit of 
pressure if they can ?? 

Thank you again for your e-mail and my 
warmest regards to all the fanciers in what I 
know is a really wonderful country. 

 Gerald  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Best Cinnamon CYCR: 

Winner: Herb Duston 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Yellow Faced Blue CYCR 

Winner: Herb Duston 

Please accept the sincere congratulations 
of the whole membership, Herb, for your 
success with the 2014 Colour Awards — 
taking out two of the prizes is no mean 
feat! 

BSNZ Colour 

Awards Recipients: 

 

Some Helpful Insight into the New Rules:  
stating CYCR BBE can be read as Young Bird BBE 

for Budgerigars. 

(b) For Budgerigars, birds exhibited in Novice YB 

(Young Bird) classes or Novice AA (Any Age) classes 

must be BBE (Bred By Exhibitor) 

If you have any questions about these changes to 

the rules please contact a member of the Council 

who will be able to assist you or your Club with the 

interpretation of these rules. Please see the con-

tact list on p7  of this Bulletin for the contact de-

tails of all Council members. You will note that 

some Council members have indicated a prefer-

ence for their personal e-mails rather than the 

generic BSNZ one so please use the details in this 

Bulletin to contact members of Council. 

NEED MORE RINGS? 

If you need more rings as a result 

of a bumper season so far please 

contact: 

dbingoe@ewc.co.nz  

As Council members discuss the rule changes , 

that were voted on and passed at the BSNZ 

AGM and then later at the Federation AGM,  

with members from around the country it ap-

pears that Clubs, breeders, exhibitors and judg-

es alike are all looking for guidance and advice, 

even at this early stage of the season, on the 

changes and how these will impact the upcom-

ing Show season. Potentially it might be helpful 

to have some clear guidelines that might be 

used as Club night discussion topics, around 

the ramifications of the changes proposed as 

part of the remits. 

There seems to be a lot of rumour, speculation 

and just plain misinformation around the 

changes and we have tried, here, to  provide 

very simple, factual guidelines that might be 

helpful for all members as they prepare for the 

2015 Show season. 

Nothing in the remit changes should in any way 

be confusing or ambiguous  for the  changes 

are essentially simple and self explanatory: 

 

1) Novice exhibitors can show BBE birds only, 

      a) the bird must have an official BSNZ ring, 

issued to that exhibitor and no other exhibitor. 

      b) a bird with another breeder’s ring, a non 

BSNZ ring, or without a ring cannot be shown. 

 

2)Young Bird classes replace the CYCR classes, 

and in simple terms extend a bird’s eligibility to 

compete in these classes by one year. 

Instead of being limited to birds of the current 

ring issue year, birds from the previous year, as 

well as the current year, are now included.  

What this means is that a young bird with a 

2013 Black ring (that was a CYCR last year) is 

now eligible along with a 2014 Red ring bird 

(from this breeding season) to be shown in the 

2015 Show season. The 2014 Red ring bird 

along with a 2015 ring bird will be eligible to be 

shown as YB in the 2016 Show season. 

So Rule 25 will now look like this in the 2015 

Year Book: 

25) (a) For Budgerigars, CYCR BBE is described 

as Young Bird BBE. The Young Bird BBE class, 

allows a CYCR BBE Budgerigar to compete as a 

young bird the following year, ie. provides a 

class where young birds can be exhibited over 

two consecutive ring issue years. Any rule 

Best Opaline Grey 
CYCR: 

Winner: Robyn & Tony 
Grinter 

Best Dominant Pied 
CYCR: 

Winner: Mike Fuller 

Best Normal Sky 
Blue CYCR: 

Winner: Murray Lloyd 

Congratulations to Robyn & 
Tony, Mike and Murray for 
your success over the 2014 
Show season! 

mailto:dbingoe@ewc.co.nz


Interested in Using Wheat-

germ Oil in your soft food 

mix? 
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Council Member Contact Details 

On behalf of the Council of the BSNZ we wish 

all members a very happy festive season and a 

bright and chick-filled New Year 

 
 
President: Tony Grinter:  agrinter@xnet.co.nz          
                        Ph: (07) 849 4686 
Vice-President: Mike Fuller: mike.tracey@clear.net.nz  

                                             Ph: (03) 488 4150 
Treasurer and Ring Registrar: David Ingoe: dbingoe@ewc.co.nz 

             Ph: (06) 848 1606 
Secretary: Sheryl Baron: sheryl.nzbs@gmail.com  
     Ph: (09) 625 6629 

Council Members 
 
Webmaster: Steve Macher:  steve.nzbs@gmail.com  
                                Ph: (021) 720 988 
Mike Hannan:  mikeandannette1@slingshot.co.nz 

           Ph:  (03) 489 1774 
Vince Huston:  vince.nzbs@gmail.com  

  (09) 534 4988 
  THE BUDGERIGAR SOCIETY OF NEW ZEALAND (INC.)  

http://nzbudgerigarsociety.co.nz/  

E-mail: info@topflite.co.nz 

Website:  http://topflite.co.nz/ 

Many breeders have been using wheat-

germ oil in their soft food mix during the 

breeding season.  The usual cost for this 

product is high but the following link has a 

good price that might make it more afford-

able for you: http://www.lotusoils.co.nz/

lotus-oils-webstore/oils/vegetable-carrier-

oils?Page=8&Items=12  

Wheat-germ oil is widely used as a dietary 

supplement. It is naturally rich in vitamins 

A, D, and E, and also contains vitamins B1, 

B2, B3, B6, F, essential fatty acids, protein, 

and minerals. It has anti-oxidant and re-

generative properties. The Vitamin E con-

tent is significant at 300-400 IU/100g. At a 

cost of around $13 per litre + P/P this is an 

excellent price. Wheat-germ oil should not 

be heated. 
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