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Council Chatter 
by: Sheryl Baron, BSNZ, Secretary 
 

The Grand National Show: 
Reports from all who attended the Nationals 
in Napier have been very positive and the 
model of a group of Clubs banding together 
to host the Nationals would seem to be a 
model that is worth considering for the 
future. The budgies on the bench were most 
certainly of a high standard and the Council 
congratulates all winners on the quality of 
their birds. We look now, with great interest 
to the 2014 Show to be hosted in Gore and 
hope that as many members as possible will 
look to planning ahead to attend this 
highlight of the Show season.  Please refer to 
p 4 and 5 for detail on the Nationals. 
  

N.Z. Budgerigar Society 
Patronage Show 2014: 
The Society has received notice from the 
Hamilton Bird Club of their interest in 
hosting the 2014 Patronage Show and we are 
looking for a record number of budgies being 
benched at this Show. More detail about the 
Show will be released in the fullness of time. 
In the meantime think hard about your 
involvement and start to plan now to be 
there! 
 

New Members Welcome Packs: 
As a result of the financial support of the 
Four Winds Foundation the Society has 
embarked upon a new initiative that will 
result in each new member receiving a new 
members pack upon receipt of their 
membership fee. The packs are being 
created at this time and will go out to all new 
members as soon as they are ready. 

Other Initiatives for the 
Consideration of the 
Membership: 

The Council is considering changes to the 
cost of membership of the Society and would 
appreciate feedback from the membership 
on the following: 
 

1.  Rebate on membership fee for 
pensioners, say at a $20 rate. It is 
the belief of Council that the 
current rate is too high for some 
older members and that such a 
reduction would help them 
considerably. 

 
 
 

2. If a partnership prefers to exercise 
just one vote at AGMs then a 
reduction to the single 
membership rate of $35 should 
apply. 

If you have thoughts about either of the 
above ideas please contact the Society on 
budgiesec@barons.co.nz  
 

The Website: 
Council has received a number of comments 
regarding the BSNZ website and is in the 
process of working with someone who we 
believe will be able to revamp the page and 
provide more timely updates and so on. Do 
keep an eye on the website and let us have 
your thoughts on what you would like to see 
included on the website.  We hope that our 
work with knowledgeable members will 
result in a more professional looking and 
helpful site. 
 

Do you Need Brochures?: 
 

If you or your Club is in need of a supply of 
the new Budgerigar Society membership 
brochures for distribution please contact 
the Secretary who will arrange to have 
some sent out to you. 
budgiesec@barons.co.nz  
 
 

Questions of the Vet: 
If you have questions for our Vet or 
suggestions for articles you would like 
included in future Bulletins please do not 
hesitate to ask our new Editor, Dr Hamish 
Baron birdvet@barons.co.nz  
 

President’s 
Report 

by: Tony Grinter, BSNZ, President 

 
Well,  the show season is over for another 
year and congratulations must go the 
winners of all the shows around the country, 
and especially the national winners: Jeff Page 
with Best bird, Dave & Fran Goulden with 
Best CYCR, Merv Johnson with Best 
Champion CYCR and Marie Wheeler with 
Best Novice. All were deserving winners and 
were excellently presented. So now the party 
is over and we have to get down to the real 
work of sorting out our pairings and breeding 
next year’s winners.  
 
I have just returned from a disappointing trip 
to Christchurch where four members of the 
BSNZ Council attended a mediation 
discussion organised by the Federation to try 
and sort the issues that we have been having 
with a small group of members. As the 

mediator pointed out, this can only work 
where both parties are prepared to move 
forward. Unfortunately, we were the only 
ones with this in mind. 
 
In the upcoming months, when life is a bit 
slower without any shows, the Judges Panel 
members plan to go over the judges’ 
manuals and get organised to start putting 
new stewards and potential judges into the 
system.  This year has seen many 
improvements to the hobby and the 
resources available to members and 
potential new members. This seems to have 
been a year of new ideas and new ways to 
communicate with everyone in the hobby. 
We are having regular committee meetings 
using Skype at no cost to the Society. We 
have been getting new members from our 
Facebook page and our website is looking 
forward to an update and revamp with help 
from some more skilled members than me. 

 

Good luck 
for the 
current 
breeding 
season and 
I hope that 
everyone 
has a great 
time with 
lots of 
great birds 
produced. 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

This Month’s 
Question: 
In each edition of the Bulletin our Editor, 
Hamish Baron, will answer the questions that 
you have put to him on whatever avian related 
topic is worrying you or is of interest to you. 
Please send your question or concern to 
Hamish on birdvet@barons.co.nz or post a 
query C/- The BSNZ Secretary, 1 Pukehana 
Ave, Epsom, Auckland 1023. 
With so many questions about aspects of 
egg production and egg binding and other 
egg related issues as we work on getting 
the best results in the breeding room, this 
article takes a look at one aspect of avian 
anatomy. 

An Introduction to Avian 
Anatomy – Where do Eggs 
Come From? 

The formation of an egg is a remarkable 
process that takes just over a day, from 
ovulation to oviposition. In order to better 
understand reproductive problems, we 
must first understand the normal anatomy 
and physiology of egg production. This 
short article will help you familiarise 
yourself with the process of formation and 
understand the function of various 
reproductive tract structures. 
 
Major Events in Egg Formation 
Ovulation is the release of an ovum from a 
ruptured follicle. The ovum drops into the 
ovarian pocket and within a few minutes is 
captured by the infundibulum. Ovulation 
generally occurs about a half an hour after 
the previous egg has been laid. 
Fertilization occurs in the infundibulum, 
which stores sperm for approximately 
seven days following insemination. 

Formation 
occurs as the egg 
travels down the 
oviduct and is 
encased in the 
various layers 
that make up a 
budgie egg. 
 
Understanding Reproductive Tract 
Structures 
Ovary: This organ produces mature ova 
from the supply of immature ova it 
contains. “Ova” is the plural form of 
“ovum” which is another word for “egg”. 
When a hen reaches maturity, the ova 
begin to develop a few at a time, forming 
yellow, yolk-filled follicles. 
Oviduct: This term refers the system that 
receives the ovum (or egg) from the ovary 
and produces an egg, which is then laid. 
About twenty centimeters long, the entire 
oviduct is actually one organ with many 
parts.  
Immature Ova: At any time, an ovary 
contains ova in various stages of 
development, ranging from very small, 
white ova, many of which will never be  
developed, to almost mature ova, ready to  
be ovulated. 
Follicle: The follicle is a group of 
membranes containing the ovum. At 
ovulation, the follicle enclosing the ovum 
ruptures, dropping the ovum into the 
oviduct. 
Infundibulum: This is a funnel-shaped 
structure at the top of the oviduct that 
captures a mature ovum shortly after 
ovulation. While in the infundibulum, the 
egg is fertilized if sperm is present and the 
first layer of albumen is deposited. 
Magnum: This is a glandular structure 
made up of layers of circular muscles that 
carry the ovum along. It produces the 
majority of the albumen. 
Isthmus: This structure produces and 
deposits the inner and outer shell 
membranes. 
Uterus (shell gland): In the uterus, the egg 
acquires salt and water before calcification 
occurs, forming the calcium carbonate 

shell. The egg spends approximately 20 
hours in this gland. 
Vagina: The vagina carries the egg from 
the uterus to the cloaca. 
Cloaca: The cloaca joins the reproductive 
tract to the digestive and urinary systems. 
Vent: This opening serves both for egg 
laying and for excretion. 
  
Have You Ever Wondered... 
Why are some eggs double-yolked? On 
occasion, two ova are released into the 
oviduct at the same time, creating an egg 
with two yolks. This is not an uncommon 
occurrence, especially in younger birds and 
birds that lay especially large eggs. 
Why eggs come in different sizes? Beyond 
size variations caused by breed and 
environ- mental factors, the age of a hen 
affects egg size. Generally, older hens lay 
larger eggs.  



   

The Grand 
National Show 
2013: 

By: A range of contributors 
from their personal 
perspectives 
The Judge Perspective: Roy Blair 
G 'day editor Hamish, on behalf of Derek and 
myself, I am writing to offer our thanks to 
the combined  clubs that  ran the National 
Show just held in Napier for the invite to 
judge the budgerigar sections.  It was a great 
show, good birds, terrific show-hall, top 
weather and the friendliest atmosphere 
possible! 
We had a really good time for the four days 
spent at Hawkes Bay, having been shown a 
fair bit of the district, a magnificent place it 
is. 
We both found it really good to judge and 
work with your local judges, Tony and Dave 
and our six or seven stewards (also judges). 
We did have some lively discussions. 
I know  that there had  been some angst  with 
a few of your NZ budgie judges for getting 
overseas adjudicators for  this show, but I 
hope that even they got  something from us, 
as we surely learned from quite a few of 
them. 
Also, many thanks to Lorraine and Dave 
Ingoe, our hosts for the remainder of our stay 
in NZ, for the mothering, feeding and for 
showing us around your beautiful island. 
Both of us are planning a third trip over the 
ditch, but this next time for differing types of 
holidays! 
Derek, as most are aware, is very much 
interested in your rivers, and I will be back 
with my wife Martha, for a campervan 
holiday to see the sights of both islands. 
In the meantime, if any are coming to 
Tasmania, you will be made most welcome, 
and you may get a peek at our birds. 
 
The Judge Perspective: Derek Poole 
Hi all, Firstly thank you for asking me to 
judge at your BSNZ National Show. I had a 
great time and would like to thank our hosts 
Lorraine and Dave Ingoe. The birds that won 
on the bench would hold their own in any 
show in Australia. I found judging no problem 
and I would like to thank my stewards. It was 
very interesting to have all the different kinds 
of birds at that Show. I think I wandered 
around for hours looking at them. The big 
difference between Australia and New 
Zealand is the varieties - we have lots more 
here. But I did like your clearbodies.                   

I thought the markings were very good. 
Show preparation, in some cases, needs 
some work. I hope my little work shop helps 

for the future. 

 

We did a bit of 
travelling 
while we were there. We had a look at 
Lorraine and Dave’s aviary and they have 
some very nice birds. I liked Dave’s porridge 
recipe for the birds and I will use that. We, 
then, went to Robyn and Tony’s aviary in 
Hamilton. They have a nice collection of 
birds with some well-marked spangles. Next, 
was Geoff and Jill Callister’s  stud. I thought 
this collection of birds, all related, were very 
nice and I could see where Geoff was going 

with them. He had bred them in such a way 
that nearly all the birds were young. Last, 
was Linda and Terry's aviary. Although they 
didn't have many birds what was there was 
quality and it made me have a look at why 
we carry so many birds!  I also liked his cat 
litter scoop for cleaning out his breeding 
cages. 

 If I can help with just one piece of advice it 
would be to keep doing the same as you are 
now. The birds have come on a long way in 
the six years since I was there the last time. I 
would like to thank everyone for their 
friendliness and hospitality. I will be back to 
fish some of your great rivers soon and catch 
up with you all again. 

 

 

The Steward Perspective: Phil Hill                    

I stewarded the Novice AA section and I 
thought there were a lot of strong Novice 
birds on show. The morning started off quite 
cold and the birds took some time to settle. 
The classes that were judged later fared 
better than the ones judged earlier. Having 
said that Mike Arlidge’s light green cock in 
Class 601, the runner-up AA Novice, sat well 
all weekend! The Goulden birds from the 
South Island were very nice. Having a hen 
win the Novice section was very good to see. 
It is just a pity that the bird was bought by 
the exhibitor and not bred. Still, it was a very 
nice bird all the same. It was particularly 
good to see some classes with large numbers 
making for good competition at this  

 

The Hosting Clubs Perspective: Don Birch  
This was the first time that four clubs have 
combined to run a National. Hastings and 
Hawkes Bay Clubs have had 14 years of 
running combined club shows in Hawkes 
Bay. The four clubs involved in 2013 had 
three  representatives each on the 
committee, which made it hard to co-
ordinate for meetings because Poverty Bay is 
three hours and Tararua an hour’s drive from 
Napier. However, we still had good turnouts 

for our meetings, be it at Club shows, or 
in Napier. This was a first also for 
Napier and hosting, what was a 
successful show, has been great.  

The main advantages of splitting the 
costs, and extra workers helped toward 
this success. We cannot ignore the 
outside members, who helped in no 
small way, which I am sure happens 
wherever the National is staged.  

The future, as I see it, is to get the 
National Fund working. Sales of entry 

forms and cage stickers are the only other 
income, plus donations. At present, $3000 is 
donated to the hosting Club and $500 for the 
smoko at the AGM. Maybe the Management 
Committee needs to provide a venue at, for 
example, Christchurch and Palmerston 
North? Then clubs could apply to host the 
Nationals at this venue. 
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Our Two New 
Life Members: 
Warren Wilson, Founder of 
BRASEA and long-time friend 
and supporter of budgerigar 
breeding in New Zealand. 

Thank you to the BSNZ for presenting Life 
Membership to me.  I am very honoured that 
New Zealand should consider me for such a 
high honour and delighted to hear that it was 
approved unanimously.  Please thank 
everyone involved and convey to them my 
gratitude and the fact that I feel very humble 
when I consider the many valuable and 
popular people who have been given this 
award in NZ. 

Much of the work that was done for New 
Zealand was done by Alan Gamble and he 
was, to me, an inspiration the likes of which 
only one other person in the world has ever 
been able or bothered to make the effort to 
achieve some sort of  forward plan for 
budgerigars.  The other person is Ghalib Al-
Nasser UK ... The loss of Alan was a 
tremendous blow to me personally and to 
“BRASEA” and in all honesty I am not sure 
that our recovery is complete or near 
complete.  Our dream that New Zealand 
would be part of the Australasian scene is not 
finalised and we are still working on the cross 
Tasman traffic of birds both ways, which I 
might say has proved to be a very taxing 
experience! It has been far worse than I ever 

imagined – but then as they keep telling me 
in Canberra, “Budgerigars give no money to 
Government and do not vote, so wait your 
turn!!!!”    

I have judged in New Zealand on two 
occasions. I recall that it was so cold that I 
was frozen to the spot and then they sent me 
to some Island SOUTH of Invercargill and 
that finished me off!  At the Oamaru Show 

we gave explanations on each class 
and the reasons why each bird was 
placed where we had placed it – I 
judged that show with another 
Aussie named Gary Gazzard.    

I have always avoided writing about 
myself as any article on me would 
take us back to my first office 
bearing position in 1952, and it has 
been full on since then as I was 
born into a bird keeping family 
courtesy of my grandfather who I 
lost in 1970 and I have been arguing 
with myself, instead of Grandpa, 
ever since, until the boys came 
along and then I argued with them 
in turn, all four of them, just to 
keep things rolling.  It is amazing 

how many varying opinions members of the 
one family can have just putting down a few 
pairs or taking 50 birds to a Show ...  the 
major part of all these activities, which 
involves New Zealand, was the founding of 
BRASEA more than 20 years ago, to give the 
“rare” varieties a place in the scheme of 
things. New Zealand needed support as 
there were not as many varieties there as 
some other countries.  Some have been 
developed out of the imports and Alan 
grabbed me one year to ask, “What have I 
bred here?”  There in front of me were three 
Texas Clearbody blue birds which had come 
out of his albinos.  We took two of them to a 
National and one won the AOV section and 
from then on Alan had Clearbodies .... 

I have held just about every position in up to 
28 Clubs in my time in aviculture and could 
probably write a book on it all if ever I got 
such an urge but do not hold your breath 
waiting for that ..  I am a Life member of five 
Clubs, three in UK, one NZ and one in 
Australia and still President of three Clubs, 
Vice President of Canary & Cage Bird 
Federation of Australia (Past President) and 

Secretary of one after cutting back 
dramatically in the past couple of years, 
owing to my health, which has prevented me 
flying and of course revisiting NZ, which I 
would love to do.  New Zealand is the only 
country outside Australia I could see myself 
being able to live in and it would not take 
much to convince me, if only I was a bit 
younger ....  

Graham Price, Long time 
Secretary of the BSNZ Council 
and breeder for many 
decades. 

 

Graham spoke to BSNZ members at the 
Society meeting held on the Sunday morning 
of the Nationals at the R.S.A. During his 
acceptance speech he shared information 
about his long involvement with the Society 
and of his enjoyment of his service to the 
organisation. On behalf of all members 
Graham was publicly thanked for his long 
years of service as Secretary. 
 
 
                   

 

 
Birds Sales this weekend: 
There are two South Island Bird Sales on this 
weekend that may interest locals who live in 
and around Christchurch. The first is at  
Ashburton at 67 South Street, Ashburton 
(house opposite ACL, large shed at the rear of  

 
 
the house). There will be a sign possibly on the 
main road (opposite Burger King), and another 
sign at the gate: Saturday 7th September 
9am-2pm Outside entries welcome Members: 
10% commission Non-members: 15% 
commission  

 
 
The second is hosted by the Christchurch Bird 
Club and is to be held at 57 Riccarton Ave 
follow signs from the road and take the 
entrance to horticultural centre — 
at Canterbury Horticultural Society. Saturday 
7th Sept from 8-00am until 12 noon. 



 

 

 

Budgerigar 
Society of New 
Zealand Hall of 
Fame: 
By: The Council of the BSNZ 

It is with much pleasure and a real pride in 
the great history of breeders of budgerigars 
in New Zealand that the BSNZ announces the 
roll out of the Hall of Fame. This concept has 
been in the pipeline for well over a year and 
there has been a great deal of discussion and 
thought put into the first recipients of this 
very special award.  
In many cases the Hall of Fame is honouring 
breeders from the past who have contributed 
significantly to the hobby in New Zealand and 
for this rich heritage the Society will be 
forever grateful. Others who have earned the 
required points for inclusion are folk who are 
still around to offer help and guidance to 
those who are new to the hobby.  
 

The New Zealand 
Budgerigar Society 
is delighted to 
announce the 

NZBS Hall 
of Fame 
Inclusion in the Hall of Fame 
will be based upon winning 
Major Awards at the New 
Zealand Grand National 
Show - with effect from 1933  
and the NZBS Special 

Patronage Shows - with effect 
from 1996.  
A Major Award is deemed 
to be:  
Best in Show 
Best CYCR BBE in Show 
Points will be accrued thus:  
Best in Show – 2 points 
Best CYCR BBE – 1 point 

 

Eligibility for Hall 
of Fame Induction 
 
The accumulation of 10 
(ten) points from any 
combination of the above 
two major awards  
at either the NZ Grand 
National Show and/or the 
NZBS Special Patronage 
Show. 
 
The breeders who have achieved the 
criteria, as listed above, and are duly 
inducted as the first members of the 
BSNZ Hall of Fame are: 

 A & E Baldock  
 M Fuller 
 A Gamble 
 A & R Grinter 
 E Hellyer 
 B O'Dea 
 T & L Patton 
 T & R Tutbury 
 N & J & J Walker 
 T Watkinson 

                                                                                 

On behalf of all members of the Budgerigar 
Society of New Zealand may the Council take 
this opportunity of congratulating the above 
breeders for their inclusion in the NZBS Hall 
of Fame and for their contribution to the 
hobby in New Zealand. 

 

 
 

Contacts for the BSNZ – 2013-2014 

President: Tony Grinter:  agrinter@xnet.co.nz   Ph: (07) 849 4686 

Vice-President: Darryl Cleland: ruralpotablewater@gmail.com  Ph:  (06) 356 5744 

Treasurer and Ring Registrar: David Ingoe: ingoe@xnet.co.nz  Ph: (06) 848 1606 

Secretary: Sheryl Baron: budgiesec@barons.co.nz  Ph: (09) 625 6629 

Council Members 

Kevin Rickerby: glen.tara@kinect.co.nz  Ph:  (03) 214 0802 

Mike Fuller: mike.tracey@clear.net.nz   Ph:  (03) 488 4150 

Vince Huston:  vinceandlynneh@vodafone.co.nz Ph:  (09) 534 4988 

Jim Ziarno:  budgie1@vodafone.co.nz Ph:  (07)  855 6586 

 

Remember you can order 
the following from your 
Society: ingoe@xnet.co.nz  

1. Show cage liners 
2. Show cage drinkers 
3. Rings – even if you 

need more during the 
season! 

4. FREE – Recruitment 
brochures 
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Genetic 
Anomalies in 
the Nest Box 

by: Dr. Hamish Baron, B.VSc. (Hons) 

After a half–sider bird was benched in the 
Champion section of the recent Nationals and a 
very interesting and lively discussion about the 
genetics of a range of genetic and other 
budgerigar conditions was had on the Budgerigar 
Society Facebook page, this article takes a close 
look at two genetic anomalies in the nest box: 
It is that time of the year again: babies are 
hatching, parents are feeding and the chicks are 
starting to feather up. It is my favourite time of 
year as a budgie fancier – it is the time when all 
of our hard work is hopefully rewarded with 
beautiful young birds on the perch and parents 
who are raring to go again. It is also the time of 
year when we notice interesting looking birds in 
our nest boxes. This article will touch on two of 
those genetic anomalies – the “feather duster” 
budgerigar and the half-sider budgerigar.  

 

In order to understand the half sider anomaly I 
will need to use some scientific jargon so please 
forgive me and feel free to contact me if there is 
anything that is unclear!  
 
 
A half sider is a tetragametic chimera; 'tetra' 
meaning four, 'gametic' meaning gametes 
(sperm and ova) and 'chimera' meaning a single 
organism composed of two different 
populations of genetically distinct cells that 
came from two different zygotes (early stages 
of fertilized cells). In order to form, two 
fertilized eggs must fuse together. 
Put simply, half sider budgies are formed 
when two fertile yolks come together to 
create one egg.  

It happens purely by accident and is not 
genetic. It occurs when the female has 
released two yolks from her ovary at the 
same time (not an uncommon occurrence) 
and they fuse after each is separately 
fertilized by different sperm. 

Because the half sider is essentially the 
combination of two baby budgies fused 
together, it has two different sets of DNA. In a 
visual half sider, pigment on one side/part of 
the body is controlled by one set of 
chromosomes while pigment on the other 
side/part of the body is controlled by the other 
set of chromosomes from the other zygote, 
which is why half siders are generally two 
colours. If the zygotes had not fused, you would 
have had two healthy, perfectly normal budgies 
(one blue one and one green one). Half siders 
have the potential to be all combinations of 
colours, it all depends on the parents and their 
genetics!  

It is for this reason that the half sider budgerigar 
is not a real mutation – by breeding two half 
sider budgerigars together, you will only create 

another half sider by chance (the exact same 
chance that created the initial budgies). When it 
comes to breeding a half sider with another 
budgie it all depends which of the budgie’s 
chromosomes formed the reproductive tract of    
the half sider was formed. A very important 
point to consider is that if the gender of one 
zygote was female and the gender of the other 
was male when the half sider was formed, it is 
highly likely that your half sider budgie is 
infertile due to malformation of the 
reproductive tract hermaphroditism. 
Hermaphrodite half siders may have two 
colours to their cere, one side blue, the other 
side brown. 

The feather duster genetic anomaly is a little 
less well understood – it is a term which 
describes severe disturbance in feather growth. 
Also known as chrysanthemum disease, it is 
characterized by continued growth of flight, 
tail, and contour feathers. Affected birds are 

unable to fly and interestingly are unable to 
make characteristic budgie sounds. It is 
believed to be caused by an autosomal 
recessive gene and was first reported in 
England in 1966, but is well known in Australia 
and has also been reported in the United States.  

Because it is believed to be caused by an 
autosomal recessive gene, this means that both 
parents must carry a single copy of this 
recessive gene in their genome, and pass that 
copy onto the chick (which will receive two 
copies of the recessive gene) and therefore will 
express the feather duster traits. This means 
that two carrier parents consistently have a ¼ 
chance of producing a chick that is a feather 
duster. For this reason, it is often recommended 
that pairs that produce a feather duster are not 
paired again in the future.  

Half-sider on the bench at the Nationals 


