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Thanks so much to all those 
members who have sent in 
photos, articles, suggestions 
for “Ask the Vet” and 
generally assisted with the 
production of this last 
Bulletin for 2013. All the best 
for the festive season to each 
and every member of our 
Society and their loved ones! 

                  Our National Winners presented with their awards 

Best Budgerigar in 
Show - J Page 

 

Best Open & Novice CYCR 

D & F Goulden 
 

Best Novice AA 

M Wheeler 
 



   

The Grand Nationals 2014 will be 
hosted by Southland Bird Club at 

Gore on August 1-3. Plan your visit 
NOW to get you and your birds down 

to share in Southland’s warm 
hospitality. We hope to have a record 

benching of budgerigars at this 

Show!!  Plan now to join us!

Council Chatter 
by: Sheryl Baron, BSNZ, Secretary 
 

Novice to Champion Status 
Changes: 
In late 2012 the responsibility for the 
collation and keeping of the points accrued 
by Novice breeders was transferred from 
Federation to the individual Societies. With 
this transition came the need to ensure that 
the points were absolutely correct for us to 
get started with. We found, for example, that 
one member of the BSNZ had been 
incorrectly elevated to Champion status and 
that this was erroneously included in the 
2013 Year Book. This situation makes it very 
confusing for all and almost devastating for 
others, so as a result Vince Huston, Council 
member, has worked very diligently to create 
a spreadsheet for every Novice breeder in the 
country. From now on those members who 
have accrued the required 10 points to move 
from Novice to Champion status will receive 
an e-mail with an attached personalized 
spreadsheet for their perusal and 
confirmation. So far, this year, eight Novices 
have been sent e-mails and four of these 
breeders have confirmed that their points are 
correct. Once the other four have confirmed 
their points as correct their names will be 
forwarded to the Federation for inclusion in 
the 2014 Year Book. We hope that this tiered 
process will be fully transparent and create a 
system where the breeder and the BSNZ can 
work together to ensure the accuracy of the 
recorded points accrued by all Novice 
breeders. 
  

Congratulations Packs: 
As a follow up to the work carried out on our 
Novice Points spreadsheets, the Council will, 
from now on be sending official letters and a 
certificate to all Novice breeders and 
exhibitors to mark their move from Novice to 
Champion. We hope that this will be a way in 
which Novices are appropriately honoured 
for their hard work at breeding quality 
budgerigars. If you are one who has not 
replied to your e-mail asking you to check 

and confirm your 
points please do so 

and let the 
Secretary know as 
soon as possible 
so that your 
details appear 
correctly in the 
2014 Year Book 
and so that 
your pack can 
be sent out to 
you! 
 

 

New Members Welcome Packs:  

The material for these packs has arrived and 
is ready to send out finally. Our thanks go, 
again, to the Four Winds Foundation for their 
support of the BSNZ in making it possible for 
us to provide membership certificates and 
other supporting materials. Those who have 
joined the Society should watch their mail 
boxes! 

 

Membership Fee discussion:  

Thanks so much to the very many people 
who have provided feedback on a tiered 
membership fee structure. The Council really 
appreciates the time members have taken to 
provide feedback via the Facebook page and 
also via e-mails and phone messages. It is 
appreciated and will all go into the discussion 
as we move towards the next AGM at the 
Hamilton Patronage Show in June 2014. 
If you have thoughts about either of the 
above ideas please contact the Society on 
budgiesec@barons.co.nz  
 

New Budgerigar Society Judge 
Appointment: 
The Council of the Budgerigar Society of 
New Zealand is delighted to announce the 
elevation to Budgerigar Society Judge of one 
of our Dunedin based judges. After 
completing all of his assessments and a final 
extensive written test we are delighted to 
announce that Mike Hannan has completed 
all the necessary work to be able to be a 
Senior Judge at any show in New Zealand. 
Please do take the time to congratulate him 
yourselves, as this is no mean feat, as all 
judges will be only too aware of. We 
welcome Mike to this new position and wish 
him well in his judging appointments. (See 
p9 for a detailed introduction to Mike 
Hannan) Mike will be the first judge to 
receive one of the new Society packs that will 
be sent to all judges upon their promotion to 
the rank of Budgerigar Society Judge. We 
trust that others interested in joining him will 
contact the Secretary on 
budgiesec@barons.co.nz in the first 
instance. 

President’s 
Report 

by: Tony Grinter, BSNZ, President 

 
Welcome all to our last full newsletter before 
Christmas. I don’t know where this year has 
gone. Everybody should be in full swing with 
breeding and will have many outstanding 
babies coming out of their nests. This is the 
busiest time of year in the aviary with daily 
feeding and soft food, plus checking nests 
and ringing chicks. 

This has been a trying year for our 
committee with a small core of disaffected 
members setting up in opposition to the 
Society. This has, unfortunately, taken up a 
lot of time and has hindered our efforts to 
work toward improving the hobby for 
everyone. We have, however, produced 
some introductory leaflets and new judge 
badges, information packages for new 
members, congratulatory packs for those 
moving from Novice to Champion and our 
outstanding new format newsletter. Our 
website is also about to have a major 
upgrade.  

I would like to congratulate the novices who 
have qualified to move up to champion 
status. The responsibility for checking novice 
points has been passed from the Federation 
to the Society, so it has been a challenge to 
go through old results and check on peoples’ 
standings. I hope that they have established 
their studs to the point that they can be 
competitive in the champion classes. We 
have also welcomed several new members to 
the hobby and wish them all the best with 
their breeding and, please, if they have any 
problems feel free to ask for help. (See the 
Council details elsewhere in the Bulletin) 

I would like to thank the committee and 
members for all their efforts during the year 
in making this an enjoyable and successful 
hobby and look forward to a peaceful and 
happy Christmas and New Year. 
Cheers 
Tony Grinter 



 

 

 

This Month’s 
Question: 
In each edition of the Bulletin our Editor, 
Hamish Baron, will answer the questions that 
you have put to him on whatever avian related 
topic is worrying you or is of interest to you. 
Please send your question or concern to 
Hamish on birdvet@barons.co.nz or post a 
query C/- The BSNZ Secretary, 1 Pukehana 
Ave, Epsom, Auckland 1023. 
This month there have been many 
questions addressing the perennial 
question of the reasons behind dead in 
shell chicks. Here, some of the issues 
around this topic are addressed to help you 
decide what you might change in your own 
bird room. 

Dead in Shell – Why My Babies 

Aren’t Hatching 

Every breeding season we deal with the 
same issues – hens that won’t lay, cocks that 
don’t fill eggs, pairs that don’t bond, hens 
that won’t even go in the nest box, birds that 
fall in love with the birds next door. There is 
nothing more frustrating, however, than 
having everything go right, big clutches, full 
eggs, and then have the chicks not hatch.  

This article will explore why this happens and 
what you might do about it. First of all, why 
does it happen?  

Many, many reasons can contribute to dead 
in shell (DIS) chicks and it is important to 
determine just what stage it was when the 
chicks died.  To do this, you need to open the 
eggs. I always recommend wearing gloves 
and opening the eggs at least five days after 
they were due to hatch, and leaving the first 
three eggs until at least the fourth egg has 
hatched before opening them. This is 
because some hens do not sit until the third 

or fourth egg, 
whilst others 
will start the 
incubation 
process as 
soon as the 
first egg is    

laid.  

Early dead in shell: These are 
babies that are still surrounded by a normal 

looking, or rotten looking egg yolk and 
white. They died early in the incubation 
process, and, by now are likely to not the 
most pleasant on the nose. These babies 
could have died for a variety of reasons, 
which include: inconsistent incubation 
temperatures – hens being scared off the 
nest during the night, bacterial, fungal or 
viral infections, the most common of which is 
polyomavirus, or bacterial infections, where 
bacteria from our hands is transmitted 
through the porous egg shell and into the 
egg, killing the 
chicks.  

Late dead in shell: Less commonly bacterial 
infections cause these deaths and this is 
mostly in the later eggs, when faeces and 
dirty chicks cover the eggs. The most 
common causes for late dead in shell in eggs 
includes incorrect humidity, where the chick 
gets stuck while it rotates around pipping the 
egg. Viral infections including polyomavirus, 
incorrect incubation temperatures which are 
caused by hens feeding new chicks, sitting 
loosely now that the new babies have arrived 
or spending more time out of the nest. The 
last, and most common cause of late dead in 
shell is poor nutrition leading up to the 
breeding season. The hard yards, preparing 
the birds, starts months prior to the laying of 
eggs, when we need the hens to be storing 
the nutrients to make yolks which will give 
our babies the best start to life. Inadequate 
yolk nutrition basically means that the chicks 
just run out of energy during their final push 
to get out of the egg.  

So what do we do about it?  We get 
everything right, at least three months out 
from the breeding season. Here are some 
ideas to try in your aviary:  
Remove birds with missing flight and tail 
feathers, to stop the likelihood of 

transmission of polyomavirus; decrease 
stress; and provide superb nutrition to all 
birds you expect will be breeding this coming 
season.  
Have a suitable substrate in the base of your 
nesting boxes. This should be something that 
stores moisture rather than sucking it away, 
but something that also keeps the eggs dry 
and clean. Some people use wood shavings, 
others peat or soil and I will not comment on 
the best substrate because you have to find 
something that works for your conditions – 
talk to local breeders about what works for 
them.  
Provide a night light in the aviary to allow 
those hens who are frightened off nests to 
find their way back to the eggs.  
Limit the handling of eggs whilst in the nest 
box only picking them up if you absolutely 
have to. If you do have to, wash your hands 
prior to examination and ensure your hands 
are warm.  
Control rodents, as mice in the nest box are 
one of the most common reasons why hens 
will get off eggs during incubation. Do this in 
such a way that the birds will not be exposed 
to baits, dying rodents or droppings from 
rodents who have consumed baits.  
Last of all, be patient, some eggs take longer 
to hatch than others. Some take 19 or 20 
days, whilst others hatch in 17. This is all to 
do with incubation temperature and is 
variable between hens. There is no worse 
feeling in the budgerigar breeding world than 
being impatient and opening an egg one day 
too early, only to find a live chick which is so 
very nearly ready, only to have it die.  

Dead in shell chicks are frustrating, but they 
are part of the breeding game. We can learn 
to minimise them and manage our breeding 
pairs to give the chicks the best chance at 
survival, but each year, we will inevitably 
have eggs, which are not full, and eggs that 
do not hatch. It is important to remain 
positive and keep striving to improve when 
this happens. It can be disheartening, but 
when you get a nest full of chicks in the next 
round, it is all worthwhile.  

All the best with the rest of your breeding 
season to all breeders!  



   

Around the 

Clubs: 

Hamilton Bird Club:  The Budgie 

Society joined forces with 

members of the Hamilton Club 

at their local Pet Expo: 
On the weekend of August 10 and 11, 2013 
members of the Budgerigar Society were on 
hand at the Hamilton Pet Expo to work 
alongside the local Hamilton Bird Club to talk 
with attendees about the merits of breeding 
birds. The Society had on hand a set of new 
brochures to share with interested people as 
well as membership application forms. The 
event certainly helped to raise the profile of 
the Society in the local community and the 
Club and Society enjoyed the opportunity to 
work together to promote the breeding of 
birds to the members of the public who 
flowed through the doors. Thanks to our 
President, Tony Grinter, for his work on the 
stand over the weekend. 

 

 

Auckland Met Bird Club: The 

Society also joined forces with 

members of the Auckland Met 
Club and Mark Dullabh, of 

Quality Bird Supplies, for the 

annual Auckland Pet and 
Animal Expo:  

 This time Council members, Vince Huston 
and Sheryl Baron, worked together with 
other members of the Auckland Met Club to 
spend time chatting with members of the 
public who were flooding the Quality Bird 
Supplies stand to get a glimpse of the wide 
range of interesting species that were 
available for the public to see and learn 

about. This was a great chance for the Club 
and the Society to work together to promote 
bird breeding generally and many members 
of the public used the opportunity to take 
away brochures, membership application 
forms etc. The Club signed up a number of 
new members at the, Show only, special 
membership price. Our thanks to both of 
these Clubs and, more specifically to Mark 
Dullabh of Quality Bird Supplies for the 
excellent support he provides to both the 
Auckland Met and, on this occasion, to the 
Budgerigar Society of New Zealand (Inc.)  

 

 

 

 

 

Hastings Bird Club: Nest 

Feather Show, November 4: 

By: Phil Hill, Judge and Hastings Bird Club 
Member  
The Hastings Bird Club got underway with 
the new season early with a Nest Feather 
Show held just this week. There were a total 
of 22 benched birds, 16 of which were bred 
by Champion breeders and 6 by Novices. The 
birds were judged by Brian Townsend. The 
Best Champion was a bird bred by Calvin 
Appleby and the Best Novice and Best Open 
class bird was bred by Dave Tucker.                                 
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Best Champion – Bred by Calvin Appleby 

Best Novice and Best Open – Bred by 
Dave Tucker 

Promoting budgie breeding at the 
Auckland Pet and Animal Expo 

Sharing the Quality Bird Supplies stand at 
the Expo held at the ASB Showgrounds. 



 

 

 

“We Don’t 
Breed Them to 
Fly” 

A visit with World Champion 
Gary Hale, Winner 2005               
BS World Champion Show  

by: Rowan Swain, Member Levin Bird 
Club 

It’s quite a thrill to be in the presence of a 
world champion and to be welcomed into his 
bird-room to view his high quality 80+ birds. I 
recently had the opportunity to 
discuss and handle Gary’s birds, 
understand his on-going breeding 
programme and philosophy, all of 
which combine to consistently 
produce winning champion 
exhibition budgies.  

My Cardiff based brother arranged 
for me to meet with Gary at his 
Neath home in August during the 
Welsh component of our European 
holiday. We had lots in common, 
shape, size, age and hairline were 
all aligned as Dave and I spent an 
hour and a half in the bird room with Gary. It 
was one of the most enjoyable and 
educational 90 minutes I have spent in the 
hobby. Even my brother was talking budgie 
lingo on the trip back to Cardiff.  

Gary and 
former 

breeding 
partner Dave 

Davies bred 
Hercules in 

2003. The sky 
blue went on 

to win the 
Best in Show 

at the 2005 
BS World 

Champion 
Show. 

The pathway to World Champion status:  

The only blue of five chicks from an opaline 
cinnamon grey green hen and a grey cock 
that was ‘Best Beginner Young Bird’ at the 
2002 BS World Show, Hercules won three 
Best in Shows including two area shows, the 
Welsh BS and Western Counties BS on the 
same weekend in 2004. (Can you imagine the 
travel and potential stress he must have been 
challenged by and coped with!) 

At the BS World Show 2004 the now Grand 
Champion "Hercules" won the Blue Current 
Champion and Best Beginner, as his father 
had done at the 2002 BS show. Being a tad 
short of top condition, he missed out on 
Champion Best in Show. But all that was to 
change the following year when he won 
more top awards including BIS at Worcester 
and Heads of the Valley BS. 

 

Finally, at the BS World Show in November 
by a  resounding vote of 16 to 1 Hercules won 
the top prize; The 2005 BS World Champion 
Best in Show. 

 

The BS World Champion Show Best in 
Show Certificate- how would we all like to 
have one of these on our bird room wall! 

Gary housed Hercules throughout his show 
career in the breeding cage and he had 
numerous partners. He bred over 30 chicks 
most of which were top quality and consisted 
of many CC winners and BIS winners. His 
family is widespread throughout the aviary 
and apart from the Lutoff line that Gary and 
Dave Starling from Cardiff (who I also visited) 
have added into their studs, most of the birds 
in Gary’s flights can be traced back to the 
Hercules line. Hercules died in 2008. 

We spent time looking at a few birds that 

Gary had earmarked for his show team for 
the upcoming Welsh BS show. Can you 
imagine  a New Zealand Champion breeder 
on the cusp of a national show, encouraging         
a stranger to hold and inspect their best bird 
(photo below) he or she was putting on the 
bench within a couple of weeks? Methinks 
not! 

Well that was what Gary did and I have the 
photo to prove it. I told him it felt like I was 
holding a pigeon. The yellow face opaline 
blue was so large I could not get my hands 
round it, whilst at the same time being 
nervous that I would in some way damage 
the bird thus ruling it out of the Welsh 
national show within a week.  

 Gary’s welcoming ‘down to earth’ open style 
and personality made it easy to ask 
questions, test understanding and seek more 
knowledge. I have often wondered what 
makes a champion breeder keep tinkering 
with features, feather and size year on year. 
Gary’s responses to my questions 
rationalised this for me. 

His most memorable response was related to 
my question re the relativity of the size of 
flights, the ever growing shape and size of 
exhibition budgies and what the  continual 
challenge to breed an improved bird was all 
about when he said with a cheeky Welsh fly 
half’s grin; 

“We don’t breed them to fly” 

If you ever go to the UK, take a trip across 
the Severn River and head to Neath. It’s 
worth the trip. There’s a good bugger there 
who is a great host and the epitome of what 
it takes to breed a world champion. I plan to 
go back there the next time I visit my 
brother. Between visits, I will be regularly 
visiting Gary’s own website to keep up. 
http://www.garyhalebudgerigars.co.uk 
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For Sale to all Budgerigar 
Society members from your 
Society: ingoe@xnet.co.nz  

1.Show cage liners 
2.Show cage drinkers 
3.Rings – these are fast running out 

so if you need some please 
contact David Ingoe as soon as 
possible to secure your extra 
supply. 

Contacts for the BSNZ – 2013-2014 

President: Tony Grinter:  agrinter@xnet.co.nz   Ph: (07) 849 4686 

Vice-President: Darryl Cleland: ruralpotablewater@gmail.com  Ph:  (06) 356 

5744 

Treasurer and Ring Registrar: David Ingoe: ingoe@xnet.co.nz  Ph: (06) 848 1606 

Secretary: Sheryl Baron: budgiesec@barons.co.nz  Ph: (09) 625 6629 

Council Members 

Kevin Rickerby: glen.tara@kinect.co.nz  Ph:  (03) 214 0802 

Mike Fuller: mike.tracey@clear.net.nz   Ph:  (03) 488 4150 

Vince Huston:  vinceandlynneh@vodafone.co.nz Ph:  (09) 534 4988 

Tribute to an 
Outstanding 
BSNZ breeder, 
exhibitor and 
judge! 
Noeline O’Callaghan 
By: The BSNZ Council  
 
It is always sad news to hear that people of 
outstanding quality and many years of 
service must, at some point, give away this 
wonderful hobby!! Thanks to some of her 
Budgerigar Society friends in the Tauranga 
area we have been alerted to Noeline’s 
retirement from breeding and showing, 
earlier this year. Such is her interest in the 
hobby, however, that she has continued 
with the Tauranga Club where she has 
been a member since she moved up to 
Tauranga from Blenheim in 1971. Noeline 
first started showing budgies in 1973 when 
she also began stewarding at Shows. After 
about 3 years of stewarding Noeline 
became interested in judging and she has 
given long and valuable service to the 
Budgerigar Society as a judge over these 
past, almost 40 years. As well as her 
contribution as a judge Noeline has also 
been a breeder of a very high calibre at 
both local Shows and at the Grand National 
level.  
 
Noeline’s many friends and colleagues 
from across New Zealand and both within 
and outside the Budgerigar Society of New 
Zealand will be keen to wish Noeline well 
as she moves house in the next few days. It 
was an honour and pleasure to meet this 
quiet, friendly and dignified person with 
such a long and prestigious history in 
budgie breeding.  
On behalf of all those who know you and 
call you a friend, and also of all those in the 
Society, we wish you well in your new 
home and in your next steps along life’s 
unpredictable journey. 
We all thank you sincerely for all that you 
have contributed to the fancy in New 
Zealand and hope to see you around the 
traps at a National Show or Patronage 
Show somewhere soon!! 
Let’s hope we see some of your bloodlines 
remain on the bench for many years to 
come, Noeline! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Interview with 
a long standing 
breeder!             

Brian Townsend 
By: Phil Hill, Judge and Hastings Bird Club 
Member  

 
 
 
 
 
 
I recently had the pleasure of sitting down 
with Brian Townsend from Hastings and 
chatting with him about budgies. When I re-
entered the hobby in 2004, Brian gave me 
birds to help me get started.  
I asked Brian some questions and he was once 
again, very helpful. 
 
How & when did you get into budgies 
Brian? Where did you get your initial stock? 
"I first got into birds in about 1952 (maybe 
sooner) when I got a pair of birds from a local 
breeder named Padman (his first name eludes 
me). A Mr and Mrs Richards and their son 
Barry also had birds and were members of the 
Hastings Canary and Cage Bird Club which I 
joined as a Junior member at around this 
time."  
How long have you been a member of the 
Hastings Club & the BSNZ? 
"I first joined Hastings in about 1953 and the 
BS soon after. I sold all my birds in 1980 but 
came back into the hobby in 1990, buying in 
birds from Bruce O'Sullivan and the late Eric 
Hellyer. I was always a member of the 
Hastings Club, though, as I was by then a life 
member".  

 
 
 
 
 
 
What are some of the major changes you 
have seen in the hobby? In your opinion, 
who has had a major influence on the 
hobby? 
"The most significant major change, I believe, 
was the importation of birds from overseas. 
This has had a dramatic influence on the type 
of budgies we have in NZ.  
The first most influential person in budgies in 
NZ, in my opinion, was Bert Baldock. In the 
mid 60's his birds were a cut above all others. 
This was due in part to very good stock 
selection, but also a very different feeding 
regime. He dominated the show scene. I got 
some birds from Bert Baldock". The next two 
major influences were just before Bert and 
that was Bernie O'Dea & Trevor Watkinson, 
who totally dominated the shows for a 
number of years. These were breeders to 
aspire to." 
Do you see any major differences or 
difficulties in the judging today? When did 
you start judging? 
"I started judging in the mid 60's (old Year 
Books would be more accurate), but the 
standard was much different then. The class 
sizes have decreased and, therefore, the 
number of birds on the bench has also 
decreased. You used to see large numbers of 
light greens and sky blues but now it's grey 
greens and greys but in smaller number. Of 
course de-spotting was banned and flecking 
was not seen, opalines had clean heads and 
backs too. I personally feel that a minimal 
amount of flecking is acceptable, as the main 
focus should be the over-all package. I've also 
noticed that judges can't always identify the 
rarer varieties." 
 

 
Have you noticed changes to the breeding? 
Have you changed what you do? 
"I still use pretty much the same system as 
always. I tend to pair up later now though, as 
the end of June seems to be too soon. I tend 
to watch what the wild birds are doing and 
pair up more towards August and this seems 
to work better. One of the biggest changes 
I've noticed over the years is that the hens 
seem to tire more quickly. They don't have 
the stamina to rear lots of chicks. I believe this 
is due to the much larger size of the birds 
today. With the larger bird comes larger 
feather also, and as a result I've found that the 
trimming of the vents on both cocks & hens 
has become essential for fertility." 
 
So that brings me to my final question. 
What do you think is in the future for our 
hobby? 
"I think the hobby will continue but it will also 
continue to get smaller. In the competitive 
showing side, people will have to spend 
money in order to survive and remain 
competitive. However, I've also seen that the 
hobby at the high end has become more 
reciprocal over the years, with the big names 
willing to help out the newcomers, something 
that was not normally done in years gone 
by."  
Thank you very much Brian for taking the 
time to talk with me. I wish you all the best 
with your birds in the future and will 
hopefully catch up with you at a show or 
two.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

One of Brian’s 2013 CYCR budgies  

Diploma won in 1959. Best 
Novice, Best Novice Normal Light 
Green  

Brian Townsend – who has been a 
member of the BSNZ longer than 
anyone else alive!!  

The Budgerigar Society President in 1959 
was S. Gray, the Secretary was M. Elliott 
and the Judge for the Show where Brian 
won the above Diploma was Gerry James. 
The Show was a combined Hastings and 
Hawkes Bay Show, 
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Time to 
prepare/repair 
your tired old 
Show cages!? 

Adapted from an article in the November 
2011 Bulletin by:  Warren Kilmister, 
Tauranga Bird Club 

The timing is perfect, for all those wishing to 
take the plunge and get involved in showing 
their birds in the 2014 Show season, for 
pulling out the cages you have in storage and 
having a good look at them!! The weather is 
warmer but not too hot, and we have some 
long fine days in which to get the paint dry 
quickly once you have finished the paint 
work on them. 
 
One of the comments frequently fed back to 
exhibitors by our own judges and certainly 
most recently at the 81

st
 Grand National Bird 

Show held in Napier in July, by our guest 
judges from Tasmania, relates to the 
generally poor way in which many exhibitors 
present their show cages. This article aims to 
provide a clear direction for all exhibitors 
with respect to this aspect of showing your 
birds. 
The Year Book is clear on the specifications 
of the standard show cage and this standard 
should be adhered to for all shows. The 
painting of the Show cage is described 
thus: 
“The inside is to be finished in white 
oil-based enamel high gloss or two pot 
marine. Outside and top front rail 
with black but in enamel as described 
for the white section of the cage as 
described above. Only the perches 
should be visible inside the cage. No 
name or distinguishing marks to be 
visible from the front.” 
 
The Council recommends the following 
for a fine quality finish for your Show 
cage preparation: 
UNDERCOAT: Oil Based Primer 
Undercoat.  
FINISH COAT: Acrylic Water Based 
Gloss Enamel.  

When purchasing your paint it is well worth 
paying a little extra for known brands with a 
reputation for a quality finished product.  
For best results, good preparation is 
essential. Therefore, follow the instructions 
on the paint tin and ensure that you have 
lightly sanded the gloss off the old paint by 
using 200 grit sandpaper.  
Using an oil based primer undercoat will 
prevent previous paints and stains from 
bleeding through the finish coat.  
This undercoat should not be applied too 
thickly, so if required thin it with turpentine 
to an easy flowing consistency.  
Acrylic water based gloss enamel is easier 
and quicker to apply and it is much easier to 
carry out repairs when required. If need be, 
acrylic enamel can be thinned sparingly with 
water. Add a little at a time is best. 
Sometimes up to three coats are needed of 
the white paint. Do not paint cages out in the 
sun or on a very hot day as acrylic enamel will 
dry too quickly.  
After Care: Keep cages clean and store them 
in the open (i.e. not in boxes or bags).  
This will significantly reduce discolouring, or 
yellowing. 
The chrome fronts for your cages are a little 
more difficult to repair once they begin to 
rust a bit and start to look tired. It would 
seem that re-chroming them involves them 
going through a very hot stripping process 
which can be a little hazardous as the 
soldered joints on them can melt! It might be 
that the best option is to get brand new 

chrome 
fronts 

from 
Clayton 

Putt of the Hamilton Cage Bird Club 
claytonputt@gmail.com If you need cages 
built to Year Book specifications he may be 
able to help with that as well.  
 
If your Show 
cages look like 
these ones with 
scratches, dings, 
damaged doors, 
dirty unevenly 
applied paint and 
rusty chrome 
fronts then NOW 
is the time to act 
to get them 
looking sharp for 
the 2014 Show 
season. . . 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

Plan to be at this first BIG event on 
the Show calendar to be hosted by 
the Hamilton Bird Club on June 21 

and 22, 2014! 

Congratulations 
to our newest BS 
Judge – Mike 
Hannan 
By: BSNZ Council 

In 1974 at the age of 14 Mike started with 
budgies in a backyard aviary at home in 
Palmerston North and in 1975 joined the 
Palmerston North Bird Club. It was at this 
point that he sold his pet birds and purchased 
Show stock. He won the Wally Garbutt 
Memorial Cup for the Best (Junior) CYCR 
with an Albino cock. Some of the members 
at the time that Mike remembers are Bernie 
O'Dea, Dave Cleland, Doug Morrison and 
George Russell.  At this same time the late 
Alan Gamble was also a Novice but in the 
Dunedin Club. By 1977 Mike had decided to 
pursue other interests and his dad took over 
the birds. His brother had cockatiels and 
canaries. Both his father and brother kept 
birds for a couple more years but neither of 
them exhibited. In the period from 1983 to 
1988 Mike had budgies on and off, but he 
never kept them long enough to successfully 
breed or exhibit them. It was in 1989 that 
Mike was introduced to racing pigeons by a 
workmate and he kept and raced pigeons in 
both Palmerston North and then in Dunedin 
until 1997. By 2000 Mike decided to get a few 
birds for a garden aviary and went along to 

the Dunedin Bird Show. There he saw Mike 
Fuller's budgies on the "For sale" table and 
decided that nothing else interested him. He 
and Annette  joined the Dunedin Bird Club, 
which they both  found to be welcoming and 
full of friendly helpful people. He became 
close friends with Mike Fuller and was 
fortunate to be able to spend time at Mike's 
aviary and then many hours in the bird room 
at Alan Gamble's. He indicates that he has 
been fortunate since getting back into birds 

to have been helped and in some cases 
mentored by prominent and very expert 
people within the hobby. Mike is at present 
the President of the Dunedin Bird Club, has 
served on the Budgerigar Society Council 
and is very pleased to have now attained the 
qualifications necessary to be a Budgerigar 
Society Judge. We wish Mike a long and 
successful career as a judge with the Society 
and congratulate him on his successful 
completion of the requirements of this role.
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Avian Gastric 
Yeast – 
Everything You 
Wish You Knew 

by: Dr. Hamish Baron, B.VSc. (Hons) 

Avian gastric yeast, otherwise known as, 
macrorhhabdus ornitogaster or, to most of 
you, megabacteria, is a yeast which 
inhabits the gastrointestinal tract of our 
birds. Imported with the first of the English 
imports into New Zealand, avian gastric 
yeast is now, very likely present in small 
numbers in every bird in your aviary.  It is 
when the intestinal flora balance is upset 
that we run into trouble with avian gastric 
yeast.  

Why does the intestinal flora become 
unbalanced?  
The reasons are many and varied, but the 
most common reasons for intestinal disbiosis 
include stress, diet change, starvation, recent 
antibiotic therapy, over supplementation, 
feeding spoilt food or immunosuppression. It 
is easy to understand then, that 
megabacteria is an uncommon condition in 
healthy, stress free birds. We see overgrowth 
and clinical signs when this delicate balance 
is upset.  
What do we see with avian gastric yeast 
infections?  
Clinical signs include weight loss despite a 
ravenous appetite, dark, tarry faeces which 
may contain whole, undigested seed, 
weakness, lethargy and emaciation before 
death in the late stages of the disease.  

How do we diagnose avian gastric yeast?  
Diagnosis is carried out easily via post 
mortem of a recently dead bird. The avian 
gastric yeast is happiest in the proventriculus 
(the area just before the muscular stomach) 
which secretes gastric acid. This is because 
the pH of the proventriculus is the most 
suitable for the proliferation and continued 
colonisation of the gastrointestinal tract. The 
avian gastric yeast lives just beneath the 
gastric mucosa where it prevents correct 
gastric breakdown of gastric contents – this 
is why we see undigested food in the 
droppings. A smear of this area of the 
gastrointestinal tract under the microscope 
enables diagnosis of avian gastric yeast. If 
the bird is still alive, diagnosis is more 
complicated and includes examination of 
droppings on a wet preparation via 
microscopy and identification of the 
organism.  

What do we do if avian gastric yeast is 
suspected or diagnosed?  
Your veterinarian will advise you as to the 
most appropriate course of treatment if your 
birds are diagnosed with avian gastric yeast. 
There are a number of treatments that have 
variable efficacy but include antifungal 
medications and gastric acidity modifiers. It 
is often recommended that apple cider 
vinegar in the bird’s water helps to prevent 
proliferation of avian gastric yeast, however, 
there have been no scientific studies to 
support this and evidence remains anecdotal.  
 

Once the birds are treated, the best 
approach is to go over each of your budgies 
with a fine-toothed comb. Check skinny ones 
and observe closely those who continue to 

eat ravenously – place those in a separate 
cage with no access to their own droppings – 
the Avione flight cages are perfect for this. 
Transmission from bird to bird is via the 
faecal-oral route (the birds become infected 
from eating other birds’ faeces) and so it 
stands to reason that cleaning the aviary 
thoroughly will reduce transmission between 
birds.  Antifungal therapy can often cause 
disbiosis and predispose treated birds to 
secondary bacterial or other yeast infections 
(as can any blanket medicated treatments) 
and so watch your birds closely for signs of 
secondary illness.  

Untreated, avian gastric yeast is a 
devastating disease – I know first-hand how 
badly it can affect a stud of budgerigars. My 
birds in Australia became heavily infected 
following a house move and being confined 
for two days during construction of the new 
aviary and we lost ¾ of them. My best advice 
is to seek veterinary advice early, treat early 
and with the correct drugs (which are 
sometimes expensive!) and then manage 
them closely and keep those who appear to 
remain infected away from the rest of your 
stud.  

 

Plan to be at this first BIG 
event on the Show calendar to 
be hosted by the Hamilton 
Bird Club on June 21 and 22, 
2014! 


