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Council Chatter 

by: Sheryl Baron, BSNZ, Secretary 

The Bulletin: 
We offer a very special thanks to all those 
members who took the time to e-mail, ring and 
contact various members of the Council with 
helpful feedback on the March edition of the 
Bulletin. The response has been, almost 
exclusively positive, with just one comment 
expressing concern that the Bulletin was not 
provocative enough, so that is very encouraging 
as we move towards re-branding the Society 
and creating a positive and forward-thinking 
organisation for the future. Perhaps the 
member concerned about ensuring that 
rigorous debate takes place may find 
something in this Bulletin to think about and 
consider?  A small, representative sample of the 
written responses has been included in the 
Letters to the Editor section.  If you have ideas 
about articles you would like to see included in 
your Bulletin, or Letters to the Editor for the 
consideration of the entire membership,  please 
contact the Secretary, in the first instance. 
budgiesec@barons.co.nz  
 

Annual General Meeting: 
The material for the upcoming AGM in Dunedin 
has been circulated to all members and we 
hope that we might see some of you at the 
meeting in Dunedin. As advised, the AGM will 
be held at 9am on Sunday 19 May 2013 at the 
Show venue at Forbury Park. The Proxy Form 
and a copy of the Minutes of the last meeting 
should also have been received by every 
member of the Budgerigar Society. 

N.Z. Budgerigar Society 
Patronage Show 2013 
This Show will be held in Dunedin on 18 and 19 
May 2013 at the Forbury Park Raceway 
Facilities, Victoria Road, Dunedin. We are very 
much looking forward to being hosted by the 
Dunedin Bird Club at their 132nd Annual Show. 
Entries for the Show close in just a very few 
days so get your entries in NOW. If you do not 
have a schedule or have any queries at all please 
contact the club through the Show Secretary at 
ray.dnbird@xtra.co.nz  
 

Rebranding of BSNZ Material 
We are very excited about having received 
financial support from the Four Winds 
Foundation to begin a much needed process of 
re-writing and revamping our range of support 
material. The first round of roll outs will take 
place at the AGM in Dunedin and we think you 
will be well pleased with the first two initiatives. 
We, again, look forward to hearing feedback 
from members about the first two newly 
designed resources for our members.  

 
 
 

The Grand National Show: 
Please make a plan to head for the Hawkes Bay 
to show your birds at this significant show in the 
BSNZ calendar. The Combined Bird Clubs of 
Hawkes Bay, Hastings, Poverty Bay and 
Tararua are co-hosting this Grand National 
Show on 26-28 July 2013. As advertised 
widely, the event will be held at the Rodney 
Green Centennial Event Centre, McLean Park, 
Napier. The planning for this Show is well in 
hand and the Schedules are already at the 
printers ready for distribution as soon as 
possible. Plan to be there! 

President’s 
Report 
by: Tony Grinter, BSNZ, President 

Well, the breeding season is nearly finished and 
the shows are just around the corner so it’s time 
for us all to dust off our show cages and start 
looking at our birds to find the show winners 
and hope that they are not moulting. We have 
the BS  Patronage show coming up early this 
year as we could not find any Clubs in the South 
Island with shows at the right time of the year 
that were willing to hold the Show. Our thanks 
go to the Dunedin Club for offering their venue 
for our Show. It is great to have Clubs that are 
willing to foster improvements to the hobby. 
I am sorry to hear that the small negative 
faction of our hobby, that are doing their best 
to spoil the enjoyment for the rest of us, have 
started to show their true colours by 
distributing rings in opposition to your Society 
and in indication of their unsporting nature are 
duplicating the ring colours and are releasing 
them at the start of January. These rings are not 
accepted by the Federation for CYCR classes 
and will make the judges’ job of checking for 
eligibility much harder and more time 
consuming. The end loser will, as always, be the 
unfortunate exhibitors who will experience 
delays in judging and disappointment as birds, 
that they have been misled into believing are 
valid entries, are disqualified. These birds will 
also be up to 8 months old at the recognised 
ring release date of August 1. 
These same people, who are distributing the 
rings, are also the ones who two years ago 
moved and seconded, at the BSNZ AGM, the 
increases to subscription and ring prices.  
The Patronage Show at Dunedin also includes 
our AGM and I would like to invite everyone to 
attend who is interested in the development of 
your hobby. This is your best opportunity to 
have your say about the direction that you want 
your hobby to take and also a great chance to 
meet other exhibitors and see some of the best 
birds in the country. This Show also includes our 
Annual Budgerigar Auction which is a collection 
of some top quality birds for you to buy. Birds 
of this quality are often hard to find and often 
get snapped up before you even get a chance to 
look at them, so bring you cheque books and be 
prepared to get some great new bloodlines for 
your stud. This auction proves to be a great 
source of income for your Society and means 

that we are able to provide greater sponsorship 
at the shows.  
That is it for now and I look forward to seeing 
many of you at Dunedin and I hope that you can 
all look forward to a great Show season. 

From the 
Judges’ Panel 
by: Mike Fuller, BSNZ, Judges’ Panel 
It is an ideal time with the show season upon us 
to remind all judges no matter how long you 
have been judging for or what your current 
status is, either as a BS Judge or someone that 
is working towards this position, that this is the 
show case of our hobby. Exhibitors have spent 
time selecting their breeding pairs, fostering 
chicks that may not have been feed, weaning 
and training their birds and finally preparing 
their birds for the Show. After all this work it is 
extremely important that the judge gives all 
birds an equal opportunity and that the best 
birds are just that and are placed according. As 
a breeder there may be some faults that you 
don't like. These will include flecking, opalence, 
missing flights, short tails, perhaps birds that 
are not in condition. However, please 
remember that they are only faults and should 
be penalised accordingly. As a judge we should 
be looking for the positives.Ii have seen it time 
and time again that a judge with a pet hate for 
one fault eliminates a bird that should have 
gone a lot further on. The BS has prided itself in 
the way that our judges attend shows. I firmly 
believe that we are the best dressed judges and 
this is evident at most Shows. Please keep this 
up.  Can we please also remember that it is a 
Federation rule that all judges remain at the 
venue for two hours after the show opens, 
not two hours after you are finished judging. If 
you are unable to do this please don't accept 
the appointment. The Society needs more 
Stewards and Judges so can we please keep this 
in mind when we are judging. It makes the day 
more enjoyable if you include your Stewards. 
Please make them feel part of the team as you 
never know when you may rely on a Steward to 
confirm when a bird has not been placed in a 
higher position. 
On a sad note can we please urge you all to take 
your time with assessing the rings for the CYCR 
classes.  Through no fault of the BS, the second 
Pied Society (not affiliated to the 
Federation) have also started to sell rings. Their 
rings are also a green colour, although slightly 
different. It is in the Show Rules that a CYCR 
exhibit must be shown with a closed ring for 
that year, supplied by Specialist Society. This 
is the rings supplied by the Budgerigar 
Society. We are not asking judges to check ring 
codes or numbers during this assessment as the 
colour is different this year. However, any 
exhibit entered with another ring must be 
wrong classed. 
 Please enjoy the season, learn from others and 
remember that no matter how long you have 
been judging for you will still learn something 
new at most shows. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letters to the 
Editor  
There are too many letters about the new-look 
Bulletin to include them all so the following 
are a representative sample of those received. 
Thanks to the large number of you who took 
the time to comment on the March Bulletin. 
Keep the comments coming as well as ideas on 
what you wish to read about in YOUR Bulletin. 
budgiesec@barons.co.nz 

by:  Bob Cranston, Auck. Met 

Probably the best Bulletin I have received. 
Well done you guys. 
 
by: Herbie Duston, Southland 

Hi, Just to say, a great effort made of this 
bulletin, looking forward to the future. 

 
by: John Perry, Christchurch 

Just a quick note! The new look “Bulletin” is 
fantastic. This has certainly lifted the NZBS a 
notch up, and can only help to increase our 
profile. Please pass on to the team as you see 
fit. 

by: Karl Hansen, Hamilton 

What does the president mean by this last 
comment?  I have a foot in both camps and, 
personally, I think a few people on both sides 
are behaving like children! Perhaps the 
council needs to ask itself why these cheaper 
rings are being sold? 
I do not want to labour the point too much but 
all judges must be vigilant when judging CYCR 
classes this year that any birds with non-
society rings must be wrong classed. The only 
rings recognised by the Federation for CYCR 
classes are Budgerigar Society rings. I can only 
hope that this situation does not cause too 
much confusion and disappointment for 
exhibitors and I ask the suppliers of these rings 
to recognise the harm that they are causing to 
our hobby by deliberately trying to confuse 
members. 

This childish behaviour has been going on for 
months, with immature comments being 

made by people who, frankly, you’d expect 
to uphold a better standard. 
 
by:  Lynette Howard, Auck. Met 
I think the new look Bulletin was fantastic. 
The new Editor has done a really good job. 
Well done every one, I couldn’t put it down, it 
was very interesting. 
 
by: Nigel Tonkin, Mt Gambier, Australia 

I read with interest the ‘Letters to the Editor’ 
in the Bulletin of December 2012. 
Humans are funny creatures and often give 
opinions without taking into account, fully, 
the positives and negatives of a subject – I 
am guilty of this, but am hopefully improving 
in that area. They may bias an article or 
statement with positivity or with negativity 
dependent upon their personal view thus not 
giving the reader choices to consider. 
 
I certainly have no issue with either of the 
correspondents but feel that some sort of 
perspective should be put into play. The 
following is a reasonable statement: “Oh but 
they’re from Australia” you say, but does that 
make them superior to our top judges? 
 
Across the globe there are good judges and 
judges that are still feeling their way and 
others that might be deemed not accepting 
of change. This would also go for exhibitors.  
 
I hear that the best bird at the Patronage show 
didn’t perch during judging nor did it do so on 
the Sunday. This doesn’t make it a poor bird, 
but surely an Aussie judge would know that a 
bird needs to be on the perch at an angle of 
30deg to the vertical? 
 
The reader should take on board the 
words of the writer and assess if the 
picture they paint has merit? The words 
‘I hear’ concern me, as the writer 
confirms that the statement is based on 
hearsay and not a personal assessment - 
this often make the statement hard to 
sell.    
 
I came to the conclusion quite some years 
ago that the majority of the overseas judges 
who have officiated at our shows over the 
years are no better at selecting class winners 
or major award winners than any New 
Zealand Judge.  
 
This is likely an accurate statement for the 
fancy globally. 
 
What I did say in their favour (or to their credit) 
was that the only real advantage they have 
over us as Judges is their knowledge of rarer 
varieties – simply because we do not have a lot 
of those varieties here, therefore our 

knowledge in that arena is going to be limited, 
I stick by that.  
 
I am not defending Australian judges, (nor 
am I aware of the judge that has been 
critiqued in the correspondence) but defend 
the notion that judging internationally gives 
us all opportunity to pick up on the variables 
we may not encounter often in our own back 
yard and gives us all an opportunity to learn 
from each other and to share our ideas / 
ideals.  Visiting and seeing the great birds in 
Europe and comparing them to the best 
birds in Australia and New Zealand is a 
positive and gives me ‘budgerigar breeders’ 
drive when I arrive home. Visiting these 
countries over a number of years shows the 
progression in each country as well – 
inclusive of New Zealand. 
 
Having the New Zealand judges officiate at 
our shows in Australia is also a great 
opportunity to share with each other and is 
often an incredibly social time and those that 
have officiated at the shows that I have 
attended have done wonderful jobs, no 
better and no less worthy than their 
Australian counterparts. 
 
The fancy needs to be supportive of each 
other, if we do not, not then this ever 
declining hobby will become a non-event and 
none of us will have much to show against or 
judge. 
 
I do wish the fancy well in New Zealand, a 
beautiful part of the world with some 
wonderful budgerigars to view. 

Thanks to all those 
who have 
contributed articles 
or given permission 
for their 
photographs to be 
used in this May 
edition of our 
Society Bulletin. 



  

 Blood-sucking 
Bugs as Secret 
Research 
Assistant

By: Christina Bauch, University of Siegen, 
Germany 

Blood samples are an essential prerequisite to 
answering various questions in biological 
research. However, taking a blood sample 
from wild birds usually requires trapping them 
and drawing blood with a needle. This causes 
stress for the individual under investigation 
and during the sensitive period of 
reproduction it can lead to nest abandonment. 

A solution for this problem was found in the 
development of a “bug-egg”. A blood-sucking 
Triatomine bug is placed into a hollow dummy 
egg  in the shape and colour of the bird’s 
natural eggs. The “bug-egg” consists of two 
halves, held together by a screw-in thread and 
a nut, or alternatively mini-magnets, to leave 
more space for the bug in small eggs. The bug 
can put its proboscis through the gap between 
the halves or through the holes around the 
circumference of the egg, to suck blood, but it 
cannot escape. 

The “bug-egg” is added to the nest and the 
bird continues incubating its own eggs. The 
bite of a blood-sucking insect usually remains 
unnoticed by the bird which is possible thanks 
to the proboscis of the bug having a diameter 
of 0.02mm. This is considerably thinner than a 
needle and the ‘injection’ of an analgesic.  

After 10 to 30 minutes the bug has usually 
finished its blood meal and the “bug-egg” is 
taken out of the nest. The blood can be drawn 

from the bug’s abdomen with a syringe. A 
heparin-like substance, secreted by the bug, 
prevents clotting. 

The method has been successfully validated 
for various parameters in the blood such as 
hormones, haematological parameters and 
DNA. The blood of the host remains 
essentially undigested in the bug for several 
hours and the amount of the bug’s secreted 
fluids is negligible. 

Triatomines develop through five larvae 
stages. All of them suck blood, in amounts 
according to their increasing size (approx.. 
0.1ml for larvae stage 2 and 0.3ml for larvae 
stage 3). The larval stage can be selected 
depending on the quantity of blood required, 
and considering the size of the bird, to ensure 
its welfare.  

Using this method, blood samples have been 
successfully collected in a long-term study in a 
breeding colony of common terns and the 

smaller common swifts. The method allows 
repeated blood sampling of the same 
individuals over years, avoiding trap shyness 
and minimizing disturbance during 
reproduction.  

Christina Bauch                                                   
Institute of Avian Research Wilhelmshaven 
and Ecology & Behavioural Biology Group, 
University of Siegen, Germany       
christinabauch@gmx.de  
Research articles on this topic                 
Becker et al. (2006) A non-invasive technique 
to bleed incubating birds without trapping: a 
blood-sucking bug in a hollow egg. Journal of 
Ornithology 147: 115-118 
Bauch et al. (2013) “Bug-Eggs” for common 
swifts and other small birds: minimally-
invasive and stress-free blood sampling during 
incubation. Journal of Ornithology 

 
From: Welfare Pulse, Ministry for Primary 
Industries, March 2013 
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Around the 
Clubs: 

News from Huntly Bird Club for 
North Island Novice Breeders: 
by:  Sharon Burke, Show Secretary 
 
I would like to send out a personal invitation to 
all Novice Budgie breeders, to enter the Huntly 
Bird Show to be held in Huntly on 8th and 9th 
June 2013.  Huntly is just an hour’s drive from 
Auckland, so not too far for city folk to drive 
down to drop your birds off. It is close to all 
Waikato and Bay of Plenty Clubs as well.  The 
show is held in the War Memorial Hall, Wight 
Street, Huntly.  
Our Club decided in 2012 that it was important 
to encourage Novice breeders into the showing 
of their birds.  As Novice canary breeders 
ourselves, we understand the challenges novice 
breeders face, and as a Club, we have tried to 
make it rewarding for Novice members, with 
increased prize money in all Novice Sections.  
We also have prizes for different coloured 
budgerigars, as well as patronage from the NZ 
Budgerigar Society. 
This year we have Linda Patten judging the 
Novice Budgerigars.  This year’s Best Novice 
Budgerigar will win a Sash along with prize 
money, and the CYCR Best Novice Budgerigar 
will win a Rosette and prize money. 
For anyone who has not shown before, please 
email me for a schedule 
sharonandtrevor@clear.net.nz and I will get 
one to you in the post.  You will receive your 
schedule and an entry form.  Any club 
member will help you complete the form if 
you are unsure of the classes into which each 
of your birds should be entered. 
Entries close on 1st June 2013.  Send your 
entry form and entry fees to me, with a self- 
addressed stamped envelope, and I will return 
your cage stickers to you. 
Your birds can be benched on either Friday 
afternoon/evening until 9pm or early 
Saturday morning prior to 8.30am. 
Judging commences at 9am and usually takes 
2-3 hours.  We normally have a celebration 

lunch for the judges and helpers, and the show 
opens to the public at 1pm on Saturday. 
On Sunday we are open to the public from 9am 

until 12 noon.  We have prize-giving at 

approximately  
12.30pm, and de-bench the birds from 1pm 

onwards. So please, if you are thinking of giving 
bird showing a go, enter the Huntly Show, you 

will not be disappointed.  And please come 
and make yourself known to me, I look 
forward to meeting you. 

South Auckland Annual Bird 
Auction: 

by:  Jim Ziarno, Vice-President Piako Bird 
Club, Champion Breeder and President of 
the Pied Society. 
A very good turn out from members of the 
public meant that the success of the Annual 
Bird Auction was, again, assured for the 
South Auckland Bird Club. The event was 
held at the Franklin A&P Showgrounds and 
got underway at around 10am. There was a 
wide range of birds on offer including our 
own favourite --  the budgerigars. The Club is 
very keen to encourage new and younger 
members to join their ranks to boost the 
number of people to assist at Shows. If you 
know of anyone keen to join a Bird Club in 
the Sth Auckland area please encourage 
them to sign up soon to help this Club to 
move forward strongly. 

 

Dunedin Bird Club Young Bird 
Show: 
by:  Mike Fuller, Dunedin Club Member, 
Champion Breeder and Council Member 

The Dunedin Bird Club held its annual young 
bird show on April 14th. This is a great 
opportunity for members to come along and 
learn about their birds without the stress and 
pressure of a normal show. This year we tried 
something new and had one of our Novice 
Members (Simon Tipa) do the judging. Birds 
were entered by four exhibitors: three 
champions and a novice and in total there were 
37 budgies benched. The classes were split into 
three groups, namely Normals, Opalines and 
any other variety. Both the Champion budgies 
and the Novice budgies were judged in the 
same classes. With myself being a judge it was 
good to be able to look at someone that didn't 
have much stewarding or any judging training 
complete the job. Our judge for the day 
(Simon) should be very pleased with his first 
attempt at judging although there were a 
couple of small errors mainly to do with 
consistency. However, the end result was that 
most of the top birds were in the final selection 
and the top three birds were deserving of their 
placings. The Best Budgie (a well presented 
Opaline Grey Hen, see image above) was 
exhibited by the Hec and Paul Anderton 
Partnership (the only Novice exhibitor). All in all 
it was a fun day with everyone that attended 
coming away with a little more knowledge than 
they had before the Show. 
 

 

 



  

WBO Request for 
Feedback 
by: Gren Norris, UK delegate to the 

WORLD BUDGERIGAR ORGANISATION 
meeting. 

At the 19th meeting of the W.B.O. held in 
Avignon, France, Item 6 on the agenda was 
listed as Feather Problems in Budgerigars. The 
subject resulted in a lively discussion among the 
delegates and it was decided to produce a 
paper for distribution to all member countries 
on the subject. The objectives being to find out 
how each country is dealing with the problem 
and what, if any, progress is being made to 
overcome it. The problem may have more than 
one cause and for this reason a list has been 
devised for which countries may be able to 
supply relevant information. 
Feeding:  
Have your members found that feeding has 
helped to reduce the problem in any way? 

(a) Vitamins and similar additives 

(b) Seeding grasses and herbs. 

(c) Basic seed mix before, during and 

after breeding. 

(d) Grits and minerals. 

(e) Additional proteins 

French Moult: 
French moult in all forms both in the nest and 
after leaving the nest; loss of feathers after the 
first adult moult in tails and wings leading to 
permanent loss. 
French moult is generally agreed to be of a viral 
nature. What steps are taken to give the flock 
some immunity? Has advice and or medication 
been provided by vets and if so has it helped?  
Are French moult chicks retained or are they 
disposed of?  Is all new stock quarantined and if 
so for how long before any new birds are in 
contact with the main flock? 
Where cysts appear on the wings and tail area 
of the birds has some means of removing them 
been developed?  Do your veterinarians use 
Cryo ( liquefied carbon dioxide) surgery as a 
method and has the removal proved to be 
permanent? 
 
Feather problems have increased with the 
heavy feathering of the modern budgerigar, 
which in many instances is the cause of some 
problems. Member countries are requested to 
contribute any information which may be 
relevant to the headings listed above and any 
others which may have a bearing on this 
subject. It is to be hoped that by contributing, 
some long term progress may be made. 

If you have a contribution to make on feather issues 
please e-mail your message to the Secretary on 
budgiesec@barons.co.nz for collation. We need to 
have all comments returned to the WBO by 1 July 
2013 so send your thoughts as soon as possible. 

The Feather 
Problem 

Overview comments 
following the WBO 
discussion in Avignon in 
September, 2012  

by: Alistair Home, Australian delegate to 

the WORLD BUDGERIGAR 
ORGANISATION meeting. 

I will cover four aspects of the problems that we 
face in the feathering of our birds. The first is 
relatively minor, but I include it because it 
illustrates the fundamental problem we face. 

 
Feather Dusters (or mops, or chrysanthemums): 
This is a feather disorder resulting from a 

recessive mutation in which the homozygous 

birds (ie those carrying a “double dose” of the 

mutated gene) die as a result of a failure of the 

STOP mechanism in feather growth. It is 

possible to calculate the extent of the presence 

of a recessive gene in a population and it would 

be expected that a fatal gene of this kind would 

rapidly decrease in a population because the 

visual feather dusters are unable to breed.  

The continued presence of the gene suggests 
that there is a selective pressure in favour of the 
heterozygous birds (those carrying only one 
dose of the gene). Probably breeders see 
something desirable in the feathering of these 
birds and retain them in their breeding 
program.  
The gene could be virtually eliminated just by 
refusing to breed from the parents and siblings 
of any feather dusters. This is unlikely to 
happen because we so often find that the 
feather dusters come from nests of superior 
youngsters. 
Read up on sickle cell anaemia in human beings 
and find out why this fatal gene is so common in 
equatorial Africa.  
French Moult: 

This continues to appear from time to time. It is 
clear that it is caused by a virus that comes in 
waves much like the influenza virus in humans. 
It sweeps through a flock and passes away as 
the flock develops resistance. There is nothing 

to suggest that this is any more common now 
than it always has been. In general, curtailing 
the breeding program and feeding the birds 
well will see a flock through an outbreak. 
Loss of tail feathers and/or flights in mature 
birds: 
This is sometimes identified as Mature Age 
French Moult, but it differs in several key 
aspects. Firstly, although susceptibility runs in 
families, it does not ebb and flow like FM. It 
appears to remain reasonably constant in a 
flock and if birds showing the condition are 
used in breeding it seems to increase. Secondly, 
it is not symmetrical in the dropping of flights. It 
is quite common to see limited development of 
flights in one wing only. Thirdly, the stunted 
feathers do not show a typical FM pattern of 
growth with rich blood supply present in and 
near the follicle and rings of weakness in the 
feather along its length suggesting intermittent 
interruption of growth. Instead the feathers are 
extremely distorted and stunted in their growth 
from the beginning. 

The condition appears to be closely linked to 
feather features that are highly desirable in 
exhibition birds. It seems very likely that 
breeder selection is maintaining and increasing 
the prevalence of the condition. No treatment 
has been verified as being even partially 
successful in alleviating or preventing the 
condition.  
The only reliable method of controlling the 
condition is to avoid breeding with birds that 
have the condition and, if possible, also to cull 
out their parents and siblings. It is unlikely that 
this will happen because it seems very likely 
that the condition is strongly linked to the sort 
of feathering that is most desired on the show 
bench.   
Lumps and cysts: 

Susceptibility to this condition appears to run in 

families. The lumps can be removed by applying 

a tourniquet using fine fishing line provided the 

blood supply can be cut off entirely. Usually 

lumps on the wing cannot be removed by this 

method. It may be that birds so treated can go 

on to breed successfully, but this will tend to 

perpetuate the susceptibility in the family line.  

It would be most desirable not to use birds 
showing this condition or even close relatives to 
these birds, but, since this condition seems to 
be linked to desired exhibition feather it is 
unlikely to be eliminated in the near future. 
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HOW MUCH IS 
TOOOO MUCH 
SHOWING? 
by: Fred Wright, UK 

Will too much showing cause problems 
later in the breeding room? What is too 
much?  

Some people will love showing, others will 
hate it – and others will be going along with it 
as “it’s what you do if you keep exhibition 
birds.” There are those who have never 
thought about showing, do not know that 
shows exist – and are just interested in 
keeping and probably breeding their birds. 
We must never forget those who breed for 
colour, are dedicated to the specialist 
varieties and who never want to show their 
budgerigars. 

These days there are few really competitive 
exhibitors. It is a great shame but shows 
throughout the world tend to be on the 
decline. Most people love to breed their birds 
but just some of them will be really keen to 
show them. Some will support their Club’s 
show just because they are members and 
others will show just so they can remain as 
judges. 
Let’s talk about those who show and those 
who want to start to show their birds – 
The question of having two teams – one for 
showing and the other for breeding is an old 
question that seems to have been raised 
again recently. Decades ago this was 
common practice but in more recent years 
the priority of most fanciers has been to 
breed quality birds and then three, maybe, 
four times a year get them out to shows. 
The year generally divides itself into a 
breeding season and a show season. Fanciers 
will try to breed their birds early in the 
breeding season so that their youngsters will 
be moulted for the early shows. Breeding 
birds will need to be rested following their 
efforts in the breeding cages and the best 
prepared for the shows. 
At this stage it is important to “take a view” 
about the two team idea. I like the idea, but 
really believe it is unrealistic. We always want 
to breed with our best birds and they are 
usually the very same birds we want to show. 
I believe it is a bit of a balancing act. 
I hate showing hens, for no other reason than 
if hens are shown for more than a couple of 
times, they become reluctant, and perhaps 
more important, unreliable, breeders. So, 
perhaps, hens should never go into that show 
team. But, let’s look at hens again. Those 
huge, feathery hens are never going to breed 

well, and some even believe they are a waste 
of time in the breeding cage. Maybe we 
should get those hens into the show team, 
try to win with them on the show bench, and, 
if they breed later, put it down to extreme 
good luck! 
Breed a few top quality cocks early in the 
breeding season and most will want to get 
them out to those early shows. It’s a real test 
of a breeder to win with young birds at the 
best shows. The question is – will those cocks 
breed properly at the end of the show season 
and how much time will they need to get 
them back into breeding mode? My 
experience is that if you show a cock a couple 
of times, rest it after the show season and 
prepare it properly for the breeding season, it 
will breed. 
So, what is too much showing? 
Hens. . . I believe that anything more than a 
couple of one day shows for hens is too 
much. Hens will always be better breeders if 
they have not been shown. Hens that are 
massive are unlikely to breed well, and it may 
be worth putting them into the show team to 
try to win with them. Over-year hens that will 
not breed are ideal candidates for that show 
team. 
Young cocks. . . Top quality, feathery cocks 
should only be shown a couple of times 
during the year if you want to breed with 
them. The fine feathered young cocks will 
cope well with several shows during the 
season. If you have bred a super young cock 
and can win with at the best shows, you 
might want to keep showing it. However, the 
chance of it breeding well is diminished. 
Think of it in the show team and forget 
breeding with it. 
Over-year cocks. . . These make ideal show 
birds. They have matured and they will be 
more robust and will be physically better 
prepared for the show season. These will be 
the core of your show team, 
 
So, would it work for me?  
Simple answer – NO! I will always want to 
breed with my best birds. I will be showing 
any one bird at just a couple of shows a year. 
I will use the feathery hens and cocks that 
have proven to be poor breeders, in the show 
team.  So maybe it is not a case of having 
two teams – breeding and showing. Perhaps 
it is a matter of simply restricting the number 
of times an individual bird is shown and 
having two show teams. 
 

 

 Thanks to the Four Winds Foundation for their 
support of the Budgerigar Society of New Zealand. 

 

 

The training is over, the birds are ready and the   
selected team is ready to go – which birds to 

leave at home and which birds to show? That 
is the question! 

 

 

 
The boot is packed ready for the trip to the 

show. 
 
 
 

 
 

Be sure to check the show cages to ensure 
they are clean and white!  
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An Open 
Invitation to All 
Budgie Breeders 

2013 Colour 
Breeders Show 
Dear Fellow Fanciers, 
On behalf of the 
Members of The 
Budgerigar Colour 
Breeders Society it is my 
pleasure to extend an 
invitation to you to 
participate in our 2013 
Show and Seminar to be 
held on 25 and 26 May 
2013. 
The venue will be the 
Kingsgate Hotel, Garnett 
Ave, Hamilton.  
As all events will be held 
at the hotel complex 
please consider taking 
advantage of the 
Kingsgate’s special 
accommodation rates 
applying to those 
attending this show and 
seminar. Contact the 
hotel reception on phone 
07 849 0860 for details.  
If you wish to exhibit, but are not a current 
financial member of the BCBS, the “away 
membership fee” is $7.50 plus the cage entry 
and catalogue fees.  
Alternatively, you are more than welcome to 
attend simply as a “spectator” (not exhibiting 
on the day). This will provide you the 
opportunity to view quality exhibition 
budgerigars, experience the open judging 
format, attend the Saturday sponsored 
luncheon, attend the seminar by our visiting 
judge Andre Ozoux and attend the auction of 
superior budgerigars.  
The Saturday evening dinner and any 
refreshments will be at the individuals cost. 
This event is also open to everyone and the 
attendance of family and friends is 
encouraged. 

Consider making the 25 and 26 May 2013 a  
family weekend in Hamilton.  
Quality exhibition budgerigars and an 
international seminar at the Kingsgate 
coupled with the many shopping and other  
attractions Hamilton City has to offer; an 
opportunity not to be missed !  

 

 

I look forward to meeting with you in 
Hamilton on the 25 and 26 May 2013. 

With kind regards 

John Rosser 
President 
Phone 07 578 3671 
 
 

 

 
 

GAMBLE INGOE 
PARTNERSHIP 

 

Breeders of top quality 
Budgerigars- GI rung Birds 

Winner of BS Patronage Show 
2012 

Most varieties kept, including 
Lacewings and Texas Clearbodies 

Visitors welcome by appointment 

Sale Birds available in 2013 

David Ingoe 
19 Pilmer Road RD1 

Gisborne 4071 
 

e-mail: ingoe@xnet.co.nz  
Phone Number (06) 8681606 

Looking for drinkers 
for your show cages 
for the upcoming 

season?  
Contact the Society 

Treasurer, Dave 
Ingoe on 

ingoe@xnet.co.nz  
to order all that you 
need. At just $1.40 
per drinker you can 
even afford to have 
a few spares for in 

the car!!  

Do your 
budgies 
look like 

this? 

The Standard 

mailto:ingoe@xnet.co.nz


  

Managing 
Stress in 
Exhibition 
Budgerigars 
by: Dr. Hamish Baron, B.VSc. (Hons) 

There is no denying that the Show 
environment is a stressful one for 
exhibition birds. As breeders and 
exhibitors we are always struggling to 
find the balance between success on 
the show bench and success in the 
breeding room. There are very few 
amongst us who can claim to achieve 
success in both, year after year. This 
article will provide some tips to try and 
achieve this.  

The preparation for any show should start 
months before the show season: 

 Handle the young chicks in the nest 

and get them used to close human 

contact. If possible, handle the 

adult birds regularly also – this will 

also give you the opportunity to 

give each bird a good check over 

and help detect any abnormalities 

early.  

 Have the young birds spend time in 

the show cages, encourage them to 

perch and relax with millet sprays 

or similar in the bars of the cage. 

Doing so will make the show cage a 

familiar environment and so when 

the time comes to spend a full 

weekend in one, the birds will be 

more comfortable.  

 Catch the show team up at least a 

week in advance and have them 

housed in a smaller flight cage. I 

find housing the cocks and hens 

separately helps to reduce 

arguments. Always ensure the hens 

are in a cage with ample space and 

a low stocking density! 

 Have the birds set up in their show 

cages and settled before transport 

and always ensure that when 

transporting birds they are 

sheltered and not exposed to direct 

draughts. Remember to take extra 

care at the points where the wire of 

the cages meets another cage so 

that feet and claws are safe from 

injury during transport. 

 

 After judging, offer treats to your 

birds to help them have 

something to focus on. This will 

provide a welcome distraction 

from the hundreds of people 

walking past and poking at them.  

 When you get the birds home 

from the show, put the birds back 

in their holding cage, away from 

your other birds. This is important 

because it will act as a quarantine 

period for your show birds and it 

will allow you to offer a higher 

plane of nutrition to the birds 

who have just returned from the 

show. Birds do not eat as readily 

when they are in a show cage and 

so providing ample nutrition for 

at least two weeks after a show is 

very important to help rebuild 

any immune system compromise 

that may have stemmed from the 

stressors of the weekend at the 

show. 

 Don’t show birds too frequently – 

twice a season is an acceptable 

number of times to exhibit any 

bird but any more than this will 

start to dampen their immune 

system and decrease their 

potential breeding capabilities for 

the coming season.  

 

 

 

 

With careful management and a bit of 
tender loving care our birds will perform on 
the show bench and make it through the 
show season unscathed and be raring to 
go when the time comes to head into the 
breeding cabinet.  

Society 
Patronage 
Rosettes  
This year’s supply of Budgerigar 

Society rosettes are making their 

way to the letterboxes of Show and 

Club Secretaries across the country  

as Bird Clubs gear up for their Annual 

Shows. The Budgerigar Society 

would like to wish every Club their 

very best good wishes for record 

entries and increased interest from 

the general public at their 2013 

Shows. 

Hamish Baron – 
the Budgie Man 


